Where all find a welcome and are nurtured in their journey with Christ.

The fifth Sunday of Lent
Sunday 21 March 2021 at 10.00 am

“Now the ruler of this world will be driven out.”
John 12.31

The Gathering
Our worship begins at the sound of the bell as the sacred ministers enter, during
which an introit is sung.

When I survey the wondrous cross
on which the Prince of Glory died,
my richest gain I count but loss,
and pour contempt on all my pride.
Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast,
save in the death of Christ, my God:
all the vain things that charm me most,
I sacrifice them to his blood.
See from his head, his hands, his feet,
sorrow and blood flow mingling down:
did e’er such love and sorrow meet,
or thorns compose so rich a crown?
Were the whole realm of nature mine,
that were an off’’ring far too small;
love so amazing, so divine,
demands my soul, my life, my all.
Words: I. Watts (1674-1748)
Music: Somerset folk song collected by C. Sharp (1859-1924)
arr. N. Tredinnick (b. 1949)
1

In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The Greeting
Grace, mercy and peace
from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ
be with you
and also with you.

Words of Welcome
Prayers of Penitence
Christ himself carried up our sins in his body to the tree,
so that, free from sins,
we might live for righteousness;
by his wounds we have been healed.
1 Peter 2.24

Let us confess our sins.
Silence is kept.
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Lord Jesus Christ,
we confess we have failed you as did your first disciples.
We ask for your mercy and your help.
When we take our ease
rather than watch with you:
Lord, forgive us.
Christ, have mercy.
When we bestow a kiss of peace
yet nurse enmity in our hearts:
Lord, forgive us.
Christ, have mercy.
When we strike at those who hurt us
rather than stretch out our hands to bless:
Lord, forgive us.
Christ, have mercy.
When we deny that we know you
for fear of the world and its scorn:
Lord, forgive us.
Christ, have mercy.
The president says
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May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Collect
The president introduces a period of silent prayer with the words ‘Let us pray’.

Most merciful God,
who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ
delivered and saved the world:
grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross
we may triumph in the power of his victory;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest,
but was appointed by the one who said to him, “You
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are my Son, today I have begotten you”; as he says also
in another place, “You are a priest forever, according to
the order of Melchizedek.”
In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and
supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one who
was able to save him from death, and he was heard
because of his reverent submission. Although he was a
Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered;
and having been made perfect, he became the source of
eternal salvation for all who obey him, having been
designated by God a high priest according to the order
of Melchizedek.
Hebrews 5.5-10

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading
An acclamation is sung to herald the Gospel.

Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory.
Christ humbled himself and became obedient unto death,
even death on a cross.
Therefore God has highly exalted him
and given him the name that is above every name.
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Philippians 2.8,9

Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory.
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Among those who went up to worship at the festival
were some Greeks. They came to Philip, who was from
Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to
see Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew
and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them,
“The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.
Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into
the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it
dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose
it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it
for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me,
and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever
serves me, the Father will honour.
“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—
‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is for this
reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify
your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have
glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The crowd
standing there heard it and said that it was thunder.
Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” Jesus
answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for
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mine. Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler
of this world will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted
up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” He
said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die.
John 12.20-33

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Affirmation of Faith
Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God.
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Though he was divine,
he did not cling to equality with God,
but made himself nothing.
Taking the form of a slave,
he was born in human likeness.
He humbled himself
and was obedient to death,
even the death of the cross.
Therefore God has raised him on high,
and given him the name above every name:
that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bow, and every voice proclaim that
Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
Amen.
cf Philippians 2.6-11

Prayers of Intercession
The response to the bidding.

Lord, in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.
Then at the end.
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Merciful Father,
Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,
Our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

The Liturgy of the Sacrament
The Peace
Christ is our peace.
He has reconciled us to God
in one body by the cross.
We meet in his name and share his peace.
The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.

Preparation of the Table
The table is prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it.
A Hymn is sung.

Lord Jesus, think on me,
and purge away my sin;
from earth-born passions set me free,
and make me pure within.
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Lord Jesus, think on me
amid the battle’s strife,
in all my pain and misery
be thou my health and life.
Lord Jesus, think on me,
nor let me go astray;
through darkness and perplexity
point thou the heav’nly way.
Lord Jesus, think on me,
that, when the flood is past,
I may th’eternal brightness see,
and share thy joy at last.
Words: Bishop Synesius (375-430) translated A. W. Chatfield (1808-1896)
Music: J. Stainer (1840-1901)

Taking of the Bread and Wine
Jesus, true vine and bread of life,
ever giving yourself that the world might live,
let us share your death and passion:
make us perfect in your love.
Amen.
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The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord is here.
His Spirit is with us.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is indeed right and just,
our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
For as the time of his passion and resurrection draws near
the whole world is called to acknowledge his hidden majesty.
The power of the life-giving cross
reveals the judgement that has come upon the world
and the triumph of Christ crucified.
He is the victim who dies no more,
the Lamb once slain, who lives for ever,
our advocate in heaven to plead our cause,
exalting us there to join with angels and archangels,
for ever praising you and saying:
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Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
We praise and bless you, loving Father,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord;
and as we obey his command,
send your Holy Spirit,
that broken bread and wine outpoured
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you.
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice
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made once for all upon the cross.
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection
until he comes in glory.
Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.
Lord of all life,
help us to work together for that day
when your kingdom comes
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.
Look with favour on your people,
gather us in your loving arms
and bring us with Blessed Mary and all the saints
to feast at your table in heaven.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever.
Amen.
Silence is kept.

The Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us.
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Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
The president breaks the consecrated bread.

Look, Jesus Christ, the Bread of Heaven,
is broken for the life of the world.
Unite us in this sign.

Invitation to Communion
The gifts of God for the people of God.
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Jesus, Bread of Life
Bread for the world
Feed us with your presence.
The president and people receive communion. At the giving of communion, the
president receives communion in both kinds.
The words of distribution (“The body and blood of Christ, broken/shed for us all”)
are spoken to the congregation, and all who intend to receive reply with “Amen”.
At the distribution, Holy Communion is administered without speaking. The
consecrated bread is dropped into the hands of communicants. To reduce the risk of
spreading any infection, communion will be in one kind (bread) only. This is still
considered to be complete communion by the Church of England.
For those at home it might be helpful to use this prayer during the distribution.
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,
for all the benefits you have given me,
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me.
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,
may I know you more clearly,
love you more dearly,
and follow you more nearly,
day by day.
Amen.
after the Prayer of St Richard of Chichester.

The Post Communion Prayer
The president introduces a time of silent prayer with the words ‘Let us pray’.

Lord Jesus Christ, you have taught us
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that what we do for the least of our brothers and sisters
we do also for you:
give us the will to be the servant of others
as you were the servant of all,
and gave up your life and died for us,
but are alive and reign, now and for ever.
Amen.
We then pray together

In darkness and in light,
in trouble and in joy,
help us, heavenly Father,
to trust your love,
to serve your purpose,
and to praise your name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
A Hymn is sung.

All for Jesus! All for Jesus!
This our song shall ever be;
for we have no hope nor Saviour
if we have not hope in thee.
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All for Jesus! thou wilt give us
strength to serve thee hour by hour:
none can move us from thy presence
whilst we trust thy love and pow’r.
All for Jesus! at thine altar
thou dost give us sweet content;
there, dear Saviour, we receive thee
in thy holy sacrament.
All for Jesus! thou hast loved us,
all for Jesus! thou hast died,
all for Jesus! thou art with us,
all for Jesus, glorified!
All for Jesus! All for Jesus!
This the Church’s song shall be,
till at last the flock is gathered
one in love, and one in thee.
Words: W. J. Sparrow-Simpson (1859-1952)
Music: J. Stainer (1840-1901)

The Dismissal
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The Blessing
Christ crucified draw you to himself,
to find in him a sure ground for faith,
a firm support for hope,
and the assurance of sins forgiven;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.

The Dismissal
Go in the peace of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
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