
Where all find a welcome and are nurtured in their journey with Christ.

The fifth Sunday of Easter
Sunday 2 May 2021 at 10.00 am

“Abide in me as I abide in you”

John 15:4
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The Gathering
Our worship begins at the sound of the bell, please stand as the sacred ministers
enter, during which the introit hymn is sung.

We pray thee, heav’nly Father,

to hear us in thy love,

and pour upon thy children

the unction from above;

that so in love abiding,

from all defilement free,

we may in pureness offer

our Eucharist to thee.

Be thou our guide and helper,

O Jesus Christ, we pray;

so may we well approach thee,

if thou wilt be the Way;

thou, very Truth, hast promised

to help us in our strife,

food of the weary pilgrim,

eternal source of life.
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And thou, creator Spirit,

look on us, we are thine;

renew in us thy graces,

upon our darkness shine;

that, with thy benediction

upon our souls outpoured,

we may receive in gladness

the body of the Lord.

O Trinity of Persons,

O Unity most high,

on thee alone relying

thy servants would draw night:

unworthy in our weakness,

on thee our hope is stayed,

and blessed by thy forgiveness

we will not be afraid.

Words: Vincent Stuckey Stratton Coles (1845-1929)
Music: John Bacchus Dykes (1823-1876)

In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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The Greeting
Grace, mercy and peace
from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ
be with you

and also with you.

Alleluia. Christ is risen.

He is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Words of Welcome

Prayers of Penitence
Christ died to sin once for all, and now he lives to God.
Let us renew our resolve to have done with all that is evil
and confess our sins in penitence and faith.

cf Romans 6.10

Silence is kept.
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Most merciful God,

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

we confess that we have sinned

in thought, word and deed.

We have not loved you with our whole heart.

We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.

In your mercy

forgive what we have been,

help us to amend what we are,

and direct what we shall be;

that we may do justly,

love mercy,

and walk humbly with you, our God.

Amen.

The president says

May the God of love and power
forgive you and free you from your sins,
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit,
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Gloria in Excelsis
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Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,

we worship you, we give you thanks,

we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,

Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world:

have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:

receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,

with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father.

Amen.

The Collect
The president introduces a period of silent prayer with the words ‘Let us pray’.

Risen Christ,
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your wounds declare your love for the world
and the wonder of your risen life:
give us compassion and courage
to risk ourselves for those we serve,
to the glory of God the Father.

Amen.

Please sit.

The Liturgy of the Word
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go
toward the south to the road that goes down from
Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he
got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a
court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in
charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem
to worship and was returning home; seated in his
chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the
Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.”
So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet
Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are
reading?” He replied, “How can I, unless someone
guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside
him. Now the passage of the scripture that he was
reading was this:
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“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
so he does not open his mouth.
In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.”

The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you,
does the prophet say this, about himself or about
someone else?” Then Philip began to speak, and starting
with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news
about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they
came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here
is water! What is to prevent me from being baptised?”
He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them,
Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and
Philip baptised him. When they came up out of the
water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the
eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way
rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he
was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good
news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.

Acts 8:26-end

This is the word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Reading
Please stand as an acclamation is sung to herald the Gospel.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Jesus said, ‘I am the resurrection and the life.

Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live,

and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.’

John 11.25,26

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said to his disciples “I am the true vine, and my
Father is the vinegrower. He removes every branch in
me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he
prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already
been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you.
Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot
bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither
can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are
the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear
much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.
Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a
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branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown
into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my
words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it
will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that
you bear much fruit and become my disciples.

John 15:1-8

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Please sit after the preacher leads us in prayer.

The Nicene Creed
Please stand with the president.

Let us declare our faith in God.

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is,

seen and unseen.
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary

and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the

dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and

glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come.

Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Following an invitation to pray from the intercessor we sit and the response to the
bidding is:

Lord, in your mercy.

Hear our prayer.

Then at the end.

Merciful Father,

Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,
Our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament
Please stand with the president.

The Peace

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples
and said, ‘Peace be with you.’
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia.

John 20.19,20

The peace of the Lord be always with you

and also with you.

Preparation of the Table

The table is prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it.

A Hymn is sung.

Love is his word, love is his way,

feasting with all, fasting alone,

living and dying, rising again,

love, only love, is his way.

Richer than gold is the love of my Lord:

better than splendour and wealth.
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Love is his way, love is his mark,

sharing his last Passover feast,

Christ at the table, host to the twelve,

love, only love, is his mark.

Richer than gold is the love of my Lord…

Love is his mark, love is his sign,

bread for our strength, wine for our joy,

‘This is my body, this is my blood.’

Love, only love, is his sign.

Richer than gold is the love of my Lord…

Love is his sign, love is his news,

‘Do this,’ he said ’lest you forget

all my deep sorrow, all my dear blood.’

Love, only love, is his news.

Richer than gold is the love of my Lord…

Love is his news, love is his name,

we are his own, chosen and called,

family, brethren, cousins and kin.

Love, only love, is his name.

Richer than gold is the love of my Lord…
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Love is his name, love is his law,

hear his command, all who are his,

‘Love one another, I have loved you.’

Love, only love, is his law.

Richer than gold is the love of my Lord…

Love is his law, love is his word:

love of the Lord, Father and Word,

love of the Spirit, God ever one,

love, only love, is his word.

Richer than gold is the love of my Lord…

Words: Luke Connaughton (1917-1979)
Music: Anthony Milner (1925-2002)

Taking of the Bread and Wine

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation.
In your loving care you spread before us the table of life
and give us the cup of salvation to drink.
Keep us always in the fold of our Saviour and our Shepherd,
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   

Amen.
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The Eucharistic Prayer

Please sit.

The Lord is here.

His Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
almighty and eternal Father,
and in these days of Easter
to celebrate with joyful hearts
the memory of your wonderful works.
For by the mystery of his passion
Jesus Christ, your risen Son,
has conquered the powers of death and hell
and restored in men and women the image of your glory.
He has placed them once more in paradise
and opened to them the gate of life eternal.
And so, in the joy of this Passover,
earth and heaven resound with gladness,
while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation
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sing for ever the hymn of your glory.

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,
and according to your holy will,
these gifts of bread and wine
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;

who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way, after supper
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.
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Jesus Christ is Lord:

Lord, by your cross and resurrection
you have set us free.
You are the Saviour of the world.

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,
and looking for his coming in glory,
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,
we bring before you this bread and this cup
and we thank you for counting us worthy
to stand in your presence and serve you.

Send the Holy Spirit on your people
and gather into one in your kingdom
all who share this one bread and one cup,
so that we, in the company of Blessed Mary and all the saints,
may praise and glorify you for ever,
through Jesus Christ our Lord;

By whom, and with whom, and in whom,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,
for ever and ever.

Amen.

Silence is kept.
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The Lord’s Prayer

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation;

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power and the glory,

for ever and ever.

Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

The president breaks the consecrated bread.

We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.

Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
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Invitation to Communion

Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us.

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The president and people receive communion. At the giving of communion, the
president receives communion in both kinds.

The words of distribution (“The body and blood of Christ, broken/shed for us all”)
are spoken to the congregation, and all who intend to receive reply with “Amen”.

At the distribution, please follow the guidance offered by the stewards. Holy
Communion is administered without speaking. The consecrated bread is dropped
into the hands of communicants. To reduce the risk of spreading any infection,
communion will be in one kind (bread) only. This is still considered to be complete
communion by the Church of England.

For those at home it might be helpful to use this prayer during the distribution.

Abide with us Lord, throughout this day.
Abide with us in our journeying, and in our homes.
Abide with us in our seeking and in our longings.
Abide with us now and to eternity,
Jesus, risen Lord,
who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit
in glory for ever. Amen.   

The Post Communion Prayer

Please stand with the president who introduces a time of silent prayer with the
words ‘Let us pray’.

Eternal God,
whose Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life:
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grant us to walk in his way,
to rejoice in his truth,
and to share his risen life;
who is alive and reigns, now and for ever.

Amen.

God of truth,

we have seen with our eyes

and touched with our hands the bread of life:

strengthen our faith

that we may grow in love for you

and for each other;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Please stand as a hymn is sung.

Lord, enthroned in heav’nly splendour,

first begotten from the dead,

thou alone, our strong defender,

liftest up thy people’s head.

Alleluia, alleluia,

Jesu, true and living bread.
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Here our humblest homage pay we.

Here in loving rev’rence bow;

here for faith’s discernment pray we,

lest we fail to know thee now.

Alleluia, alleluia,

thou art here, we ask not how.

Though the lowliest form doth veil thee

as of old in Bethlehem,

here as there thine angels hail thee,

Branch and Flow’r of Jesse’s Stem.

Alleluia, alleluia,

we in worship join with them.

Paschal Lamb, thine off’ring, finished

once for all when thou wast slain,

in its fulness undiminished

shall for evermore remain.

Alleluia, alleluia,

cleansing souls from ev’ry stain.
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Life-imparting heav’nly manna,

stricken rock with streaming side,

heav’n and earth with loud hosanna

worship thee, the Lamb who died.

Alleluia, alleluia,

ris’n, ascended, glorified!

Words: George Hugh Bourne (1840-1925)
Music: George Clement Martin (1844-1916)

The Dismissal

The Blessing

The God of peace,
who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus,
that great shepherd of the sheep,
make you perfect in every good work to do his will:
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.

Amen.

The Dismissal

With the power that raised Jesus
from the dead at work within you,
go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia.
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In the name of Christ. Amen. Alleluia, alleluia.
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