
Where all find a welcome and are nurtured in their journey with Christ.

Feast of St James the Apostle
Sunday 25 July 2021 at 10.00 am

“The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his
life”

Matthew 20:28
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The Gathering
Our worship begins at the sound of the bell, please stand as the sacred ministers
enter, during which the introit hymn is sung.

For all the saints who from their labours rest,

who thee by faith before the world confessed,

thy name, O Jesus, be for ever blest.

Alleluia, alleluia!

O may thy soldiers, faithful, true and bold,

fight as the saints who nobly fought of old,

and win, with them, the victor’s crown of gold.

Alleluia, Alleluia!

But lo! there breaks a yet more glorious day;

the saints triumphant rise in bright array:

the King of glory passes on his way.

Alleluia, alleluia!

From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast,

through gates of pearl streams in the countless host,

singing to Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

Alleluia, alleluia!

Words: William Walsham How (1823-1897)
Music: Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)

Hymn Tune: SINE NOMINE
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In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

The Greeting
Grace, mercy and peace
from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ
be with you

and also with you.

Words of Welcome

Invitation to Confession
We run the race set before us,
surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses.
Therefore let us lay aside every weight,
and the sin which clings so closely,
bringing them to Jesus in penitence and faith.

Hebrews 12.1

Silence is kept.

Lord Jesus, in your love you invite us to be your friends:
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Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, in your joy you choose us to go out and bear fruit:

Christ, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, in your power you send us to be your faithful
witnesses:

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

May the God of love and power
forgive you and free you from your sins,
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit,
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Gloria in Excelsis

Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to his people on earth.
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Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,

we worship you, we give you thanks,

we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,

Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world:

have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:

receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,

with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father.

Amen.

The Collect
The president introduces a period of silent prayer with the words ‘Let us pray’.

Merciful God,
whose holy apostle Saint James,
leaving his father and all that he had,
was obedient to the calling of your Son Jesus Christ
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and followed him even to death:
help us, forsaking the false attractions of the world,
to be ready at all times to answer your call without delay;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

At that time prophets came down from Jerusalem to
Antioch. One of them named Agabus stood up and
predicted by the Spirit that there would be a severe
famine over all the world; and this took place during the
reign of Claudius. The disciples determined that
according to their ability, each would send relief to the
believers living in Judea; this they did, sending it to the
elders by Barnabas and Saul.

About that time King Herod laid violent hands upon
some who belonged to the church. He had James, the
brother of John, killed with the sword.

Acts 11.27-12.2

This is the word of the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.

Please stand with the president as the Gradual hymn is sung.

Seek ye first the kingdom of God,

and his righteousness,

and all these things shall be added unto you;

allelu, alleluia.

Alleluia, alleluia,

alleluia, allelu, alleluia.

You shall not live by bread alone,

but by ev’ry word

that proceeds from the mouth of God;

allelu, alleluia.

Alleluia, alleluia,

alleluia, allelu, alleluia.

Ask and it shall be given unto you,

seek and ye shall find;

knock, and it shall be opened unto you;

allelu, alleluia.

Alleluia, alleluia,

alleluia, allelu, alleluia.
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Words: v. 1 Karen Lafferty (b.1948) vv. 2 & 3 unknown,
based on Matthew 4:4; 6:33; 7:7

Music: Karen Lafferty (b. 1948) arr. Adrian Vernon Fish (b. 1956)
Hymn Tune: SEEK YE FIRST

Gospel Reading
Please remain standing as the Gospel for the day is read.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

The mother of the sons of Zebedee came to him with
her sons, and kneeling before him, she asked a favour of
him. And he said to her, “What do you want?” She said
to him, “Declare that these two sons of mine will sit,
one at your right hand and one at your left, in your
kingdom.” But Jesus answered, “You do not know what
you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I am
about to drink?” They said to him, “We are able.” He
said to them, “You will indeed drink my cup, but to sit
at my right hand and at my left, this is not mine to grant,
but it is for those for whom it has been prepared by my
Father.”

When the ten heard it, they were angry with the two
brothers. But Jesus called them to him and said, “You
know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them,
and their great ones are tyrants over them. It will not
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be so among you; but whoever wishes to be great
among you must be your servant, and whoever wishes
to be first among you must be your slave; just as the
Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to
give his life a ransom for many.”

Matthew 20.20-28

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Please sit after the preacher leads us in prayer.

The Nicene Creed
Please stand with the president.

Let us declare our faith in God.

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is,

seen and unseen.
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary

and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the

dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son

is worshipped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come.

Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Following an invitation to pray from the intercessor we sit to pray

The response to the bidding

Lord, in your mercy.

Hear our prayer.

then at the end

Merciful Father,

accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
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our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

The Liturgy of the Sacrament
Please stand with the president.

The Peace

We are fellow-citizens with the saints and of the household of
God,
through Christ our Lord, who came and preached peace
to those who were far off and those who were near.

Ephesians 2.19,17

The peace of the Lord be always with you

and also with you.

Preparation of the Table

The table is prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it.

A Hymn is sung.

Fight the good fight with all thy might;

Christ is thy strength, and Christ thy right;

lay hold on life, and it shall be

thy joy and crown eternally.
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Run the straight race through God’s good grace,

lift up thine eyes and seek his face;

life with its way before us lies;

Christ is the path, and Christ the prize.

Cast care aside, lean on thy guide;

his boundless mercy will provide;

trust, and thy trusting soul shall prove

Christ is its life, and Christ its love.

Faint not nor fear; his arms are near;

he changeth not, and thou art dear;

only believe, and thou shalt see

that Christ is all in all to thee.

Words: John Samuel Bewley Monsell (1811-1875) alt.
Music: melody attributed to John Hatton (d. 1793)

Hymn Tune: DUKE STREET

Taking of the Bread and Wine

God our Father,
keep us united in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,
in the breaking of bread and the prayers,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

cf Acts 2.42

Amen.
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The Eucharistic Prayer (B)

Please sit.

The Lord is here.

His Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and good
that we should give you thanks, praise and glory,
almighty and everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.
For after his resurrection
he sent out his apostles and evangelists
to preach the gospel to all nations
and lead us in the way of truth.
Himself the chief cornerstone,
he founded his Church upon the apostles
firmly to stand for ever
as a sign of your holiness upon earth
and a living witness to all
of the way that leads to heaven.
And so with angels and archangels



14

and with all the company of heaven
we lift our voices
and join in their unending hymn of praise:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,
and according to your holy will,
these gifts of bread and wine
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;
who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way, after supper
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.
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Great is the mystery of faith:

Christ has died:

Christ is risen:

Christ will come again.

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,
and looking for his coming in glory,
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,
we bring before you this bread and this cup
and we thank you for counting us worthy
to stand in your presence and serve you.
Send the Holy Spirit on your people
and gather into one in your kingdom
all who share this one bread and one cup,
so that we, in the company of Blessed Mary,
St. James the Apostle and all the saints,
may praise and glorify you for ever,
through Jesus Christ our Lord;
by whom, and with whom, and in whom,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,
for ever and ever.

Amen.

Silence is kept.
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The Lord’s Prayer

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation;

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power and the glory,

for ever and ever.

Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

The president breaks the consecrated bread.

We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.

Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
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Invitation to Communion

God’s holy gifts
for God’s holy people.

Jesus Christ is holy,
Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

The president and people receive communion. At the giving of communion, the
president receives communion in both kinds.

The words of distribution (“The body and blood of Christ, broken/shed for us all”)
are spoken to the congregation, and all who intend to receive reply with “Amen”.

At the distribution, please follow the guidance offered by the stewards. Holy
Communion is administered without speaking. The consecrated bread is dropped
into the hands of communicants. To reduce the risk of spreading any infection,
communion will be in one kind (bread) only. This is still considered to be complete
communion by the Church of England.

For those at home it might be helpful to use this prayer during the distribution.

Teach us, good Lord, to serve thee as thou deservest;
to give, and not to count the cost;
to fight, and not to heed the wounds:
to toil, and not to seek for rest;
to labour, and not to ask for any reward,
save that of knowing that we do thy will;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

St. Ignatius Loyola (1491-1556)
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The Post Communion Prayer

Please stand with the president who introduces a time of silent prayer with the
words ‘Let us pray’.

God, the source of all holiness and giver of all good things:
may we who have shared at this table
as strangers and pilgrims here on earth
be welcomed with all your saints
to the heavenly feast on the day of your kingdom;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Father of all,

we give you thanks and praise,

that when we were still far off

you met us in your Son and brought us home.

Dying and living, he declared your love,

gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory.

May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life;

we who drink his cup bring life to others;

we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world.

Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,

so we and all your children shall be free,

and the whole earth live to praise your name;

through Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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A hymn is sung.

He who would valiant be

’gainst all disaster,

let him in constancy

follow the Master.

There’s no discouragement

shall make him once relent

his first avowed intent

to be a pilgrim.

Who so beset him round

with dismal stories,

do but themselves confound – 

his strength the more is.

No foes shall stay his might,

though he with giants fight:

he will make good his right

to be a pilgrim.
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Since, Lord, thou dost defend

us with thy Spirit,

we know we at the end

shall life inherit.

Then fancies flee away!

I’ll fear not what men say,

I’ll labour night and day

to be a pilgrim.

Words: Percy Dearmer (1867-1936) after John Bunyan (1628-1688)
Music: English traditional melody arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)

Hymn Tune: MONKS GATE

The Dismissal

The Blessing

God give you grace to follow his saints
in faith and truth and gentleness;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.

Amen.

The Dismissal

Jesus said to the disciples,
‘Go into all the world
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and proclaim the good news to the whole creation.’

Mark 16.15

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

In the name of Christ. Amen.
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For all the saints
Music © Oxford University Press

The Addington Service
© The Royal School of Church Music

Seek ye first
© Maranatha! Music

Music during Holy Communion
© Kevin Mayhew Ltd

The Lord’s my shepherd
© Kingsway’s Thankyou Music

He who would valiant be
© Oxford University Press

Organ voluntary
© Kevin Mayhew Ltd
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