
Where all find a welcome and are nurtured in their journey with Christ.

The fifteenth Sunday of Lent
Sunday 12 September 2021 at 10.00 am

“Jesus asked his disciples ‘Who do people say that I am?”
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The Gathering
Our worship begins at the sound of the bell, please stand as the sacred ministers
enter, during which the introit hymn is sung.

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation;

O my soul, praise him, for he is thy health and

salvation:

All ye who hear,

Now to his temple draw near,

Joining in glad adoration.

Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things so wondrously

reigneth,

Shieldeth thee gently from harm, or when fainting

sustaineth:

Hast thou not seen

How thy heart’s wishes have been

Granted in what he ordaineth?

Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and

defend thee;

Surely his goodness and mercy shall daily attend thee:

Ponder anew

What the Almighty can do,

If to the end he befriend thee.
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Praise to the Lord, O let all that is in me adore him!

All that hath life and breath, come now with praises

before him!

Let the Amen

Sound from his people again:

Gladly for ay we adore him.

Words: J. Neander (1650-1680)
translated by C. Winkworth (1827-1878)
Music: from ‘Praxis Pietatis Melica (1668)

Hymn Tune: LOBE DEN HERREN

In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

The Greeting
Grace, mercy and peace
from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ
be with you

and also with you.
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Words of Welcome

Invitation to Confession
As we prepare to celebrate the mystery of God’s love,
revealed in Word and Sacrament,
let us call to mind our sins.

Silence is kept.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,

we have sinned against you

and against our neighbour

in thought and word and deed,

through negligence, through weakness,

through our own deliberate fault.

We are truly sorry

and repent of all our sins.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

who died for us,

forgive us all that is past

and grant that we may serve you in newness of life

to the glory of your name.

Amen.

May the God of love and power
forgive you and free you from your sins,
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heal and strengthen you by his Spirit,
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Gloria in Excelsis

Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,

we worship you, we give you thanks,

we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,

Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world:

have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:

receive our prayer.
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For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,

with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father.

Amen.

The Collect
The president introduces a period of silent prayer with the words ‘Let us pray’.

God,
who in generous mercy
sent the Holy Spirit upon your Church
in the burning fire of your love:
grant that your people
may be fervent in the fellowship of the gospel that,
always abiding in you,
they may be found steadfast in faith and active in service;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Amen.
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The Liturgy of the Word
Please sit.

A reading from the letter of James.

Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers
and sisters, for you know that we who teach will be
judged with greater strictness. For all of us make many
mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is
perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a
bridle. If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make
them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. Or look at
ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds
to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small
rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. So also the
tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits.
How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! And the
tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed among our
members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole
body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on
fire by hell. For every species of beast and bird, of
reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been
tamed by the human species, but no one can tame the
tongue – a restless evil, full of deadly poison. With it we
bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse those
who are made in the likeness of God. From the same
mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers and
sisters, this ought not to be so. Does a spring pour



7

forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish
water? Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield
olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield
fresh.

James 3.1-12

This is the word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Please stand as the gradual hymn is sung. At the end of the hymn please remain
standing as the Gospel for the day is read.

Jesus is Lord! Creation’s voice proclaims it,

for by his pow’r each tree and flow’r

was planned and made.

Jesus is Lord! The universe declares it;

sun, moon and stars in heaven cry: Jesus is Lord!

Jesus is Lord! Jesus is Lord!

Praise him with hallelujahs,

for Jesus is Lord!
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Jesus is Lord! Yet from his throne eternal

in flesh he came to die in pain on Calv’ry’s tree.

Jesus is Lord! From him all life proceeding,

yet gave his life a ransom thus setting us free.

Jesus is Lord! Jesus is Lord!

Praise him with hallelujahs,

for Jesus is Lord!

Jesus is Lord! O’er sin the mighty conqu’ror,

from death he rose and all his foes shall own his name.

Jesus is Lord! God sends his Holy Spirit

to show by works of power that Jesus is Lord.

Jesus is Lord! Jesus is Lord!

Praise him with hallelujahs,

for Jesus is Lord!

Words & Music: D. J. Mansell (b.1936)
Hymn Tune: JESUS IS LORD

Gospel Reading
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of
Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his disciples,
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‘Who do people say that I am?’ And they answered him,
‘John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one
of the prophets.’ Jesus asked them, ‘But who do you say
that I am?’ Peter answered him, ‘You are the Messiah.’
And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about
him. Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man
must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the
elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed,
and after three days rise again. He said all this quite
openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke
him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked
Peter and said, ‘Get behind me, Satan! For you are
setting your mind not on divine things but on human
things.’ He called the crowd with his disciples, and said
to them, ‘If any want to become my followers, let them
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.
For those who want to save their life will lose it, and
those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake
of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to
gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what
can they give in return for their life? Those who are
ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and
sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be
ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with
the holy angels.’

Mark 8.27-end

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.
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Sermon
Please sit after the preacher leads us in prayer.

An Affirmation of Faith
Please stand with the president.

Let us declare our faith in God.

We believe in God the Father,

from whom every family

in heaven and on earth is named.

We believe in God the Son,

who lives in our hearts through faith,

and fills us with his love.

We believe in God the Holy Spirit,

who strengthens us

with power from on high.

We believe in one God;

Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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Prayers of Intercession
Following an invitation to pray from the intercessor we kneel or sit to pray.

The response to the bidding

Lord, in your mercy.

Hear our prayer.

then at the end

Merciful Father,

accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

The Liturgy of the Sacrament
Please stand with the president.

The Peace
God has called us to live in peace.

cf 1 Corinthians 7.17

The peace of the Lord be always with you
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and also with you.

Preparation of the Table

The table is prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it.

A Hymn is sung.

I heard the voice of Jesus say,

‘Come unto me and rest;

lay down, thou weary one, lay down

thy head upon my breast.’

I came to Jesus as I was,

so weary, worn and sad;

I found in him a resting place,

and he has made me glad.

I heard the voice of Jesus say,

‘Behold, I freely give

the living water, thirsty one;

stoop down and drink and live.’

I came to Jesus, and I drank

of that life-giving stream;

my thirst was quenched, my soul revived,

and now I live in him.
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I heard the voice of Jesus say,

‘I am this dark world’s light;

look unto me, thy morn shall rise,

and all thy day be bright.’

I looked to Jesus, and I found

in him my star, my sun;

and in that light of life I’ll walk

till trav’lling days are done.

Words: H. Bonar (1808-1889)
Music: English traditional melody adapted and arr.

R. Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)
Hymn Tune: KINGSFOLD

The Eucharistic Prayer (E)

Please kneel or sit.

The Lord is here.

His Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
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always and everywhere to give you thanks,
holy Father, almighty and eternal God.
From sunrise to sunset this day is holy,
for Christ has risen from the tomb
and scattered the darkness of death
with light that will not fade.
This day the risen Lord walks with your gathered people,
unfolds for us your word,
and makes himself known in the breaking of the bread.
And though the night will overtake this day
you summon us to live in endless light,
the never-ceasing sabbath of the Lord.
And so, with choirs of angels
and with all the heavenly host,
we proclaim your glory
and join their unending song of praise:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

We praise and bless you, loving Father,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord;
and as we obey his command,
send your Holy Spirit,
that broken bread and wine outpoured
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may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you.
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice
made once for all upon the cross.
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection
until he comes in glory.

Christ is the bread of life:

When we eat this bread and drink this cup,

we proclaim your death, Lord Jesus,

until you come in glory.

Lord of all life,
help us to work together for that day
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when your kingdom comes
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.
Look with favour on your people,
gather us in your loving arms
and bring us with Blessed Mary and all the saints
to feast at your table in heaven.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever.

Amen. (Sung)

Silence is kept.

The Lord’s Prayer

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us.
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Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation;

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power and the glory,

for ever and ever.

Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

The president breaks the consecrated bread.

We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.

Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

Invitation to Communion

God’s holy gifts



18

for God’s holy people.

Jesus Christ is holy,

Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.

The president and people receive communion. At the giving of communion, the
president receives communion in both kinds.

The words of distribution (“The body and blood of Christ, broken/shed for us all”)
are spoken to the congregation, and all who intend to receive reply with “Amen”.

At the distribution, please follow the guidance offered by the stewards. Holy
Communion is administered without speaking. The consecrated bread is dropped
into the hands of communicants. To reduce the risk of spreading any infection,
communion will be in one kind (bread) only. This is still considered to be complete
communion by the Church of England.

For those at home it might be helpful to use this prayer during the distribution.

Lord, open our lives to your goodness.
Open our eyes to your presence.
Open our ears to your call.
Open our hearts to your love.
Open our lips to your praises.
Open us to your glory.
Amen.

The Post Communion Prayer

Please stand with the president who introduces a time of silent prayer with the
words ‘Let us pray’.

Keep, O Lord, your Church, with your perpetual mercy;
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and, because without you our human frailty cannot but fall,
keep us ever by your help from all things hurtful,
and lead us to all things profitable to our salvation;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

You have opened to us the Scriptures, O Christ,

and you have made yourself known

in the breaking of the bread.

Abide with us, we pray,

that, blessed by your royal presence,

we may walk with you

all the days of our life,

and at its end behold you

in the glory of the eternal Trinity,

one God for ever and ever.

Amen.

A hymn is sung.

Christ triumphant, ever reigning,

Saviour, Master, King,

Lord of heav’n, our lives sustaining,

hear us as we sing:

Yours the glory and the crown,

the high renown, the eternal name.
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Word incarnate, truth revealing,

Son of Man on earth!

Pow’r and majesty concealing

by your humble birth:

Yours the glory and the crown,

the high renown, the eternal name.

Suff’ring servant, scorned, ill-treated,

victim crucified!

Death is through the cross defeated,

sinners justified:

Yours the glory and the crown,

the high renown, the eternal name.

Priestly King, enthroned for ever

high in heav’n above!

Sin and death and hell shall never

stifle hymns of love:

Yours the glory and the crown,

the high renown, the eternal name.
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So, our hearts and voices raising

through the ages long,

ceaselessly upon you gazing,

this shall be our song:

Yours the glory and the crown,

the high renown, the eternal name.

Words: M. Saward (1932-2015)
Music: M. Baughan (b. 1930)

Hymn Tune: GUITING POWER

The Dismissal

The Blessing

May God, who in Christ gives us a spring of water welling up to
eternal life, perfect in you the image of his glory
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.

Amen.

The Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

In the name of Christ. Amen.
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Communion Setting
© The Royal School of Church Music

Jesus is Lord
© Springtide/Word Music (UK)

I heard the voice of Jesus say
Music © Oxford University Press

Music during Holy Communion
© Kevin Mayhew Ltd

When I survey the wondrous cross
Music © 1996 Noel Tredinnick/Jubilate Hymns

Christ triumphant
Words © Michael Saward/Jubilate Hymns

Music © John Barnard/Jubilate Hymns

Organ voluntary
© Novello & Co Ltd
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