Where all find a welcome and are nurtured in their journey with Christ.

The third Sunday before
Advent
Sunday 7 November 2021 at 10.00 am

“And Jesus said to them, ‘Follow me and I will make you fish for
people.’”

Stay safe
Hands: Sanitise your hands when entering and leaving.
Face: Wear a face covering over your mouth and nose, unless
you have an exemption.
Space: Stay two metres away from people from other bubbles at
all times.
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The Gathering
Our worship begins at the sound of the bell, please stand as the sacred ministers
enter, during which the introit hymn is sung.

We pray thee, heav’nly Father,
to hear us in thy love,
and pour upon thy children
the unction from above;
that so in love abiding,
from all defilement free,
we may in pureness offer
our Eucharist to thee.
Be thou our guide and helper,
O Jesus Christ, we pray;
so may we well approach thee,
if thou wilt be the Way:
thou, very Truth, hast promised
to help us in our strife,
food of the weary pilgrim,
eternal source of life.
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And thou, creator Spirit,
look on us, we are thine;
renew in us thy graces,
upon our darkness shine;
that, with thy benediction
upon our souls outpoured,
we may receive in gladness
the body of the Lord.
O Trinity of Persons,
O Unity most high,
on thee alone relying
thy servants would draw nigh:
unworthy in our weakness,
on thee our hope is stayed,
and blessed by thy forgiveness
we will not be afraid.
Words: V. S. S. Coles (1845-1929)
Music: J. B. Dykes (1823-1876)
Hymn Tune: DIES DOMINICA

In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Grace, mercy and peace
from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.

Words of Welcome
Invitation to Confession
Christ calls us to share the heavenly banquet of his love
with all the saints in earth and heaven.
Knowing our unworthiness and sin,
let us ask from him both mercy and forgiveness.
Silence is kept.

Lord God,
we have sinned against you;
we have done evil in your sight.
We are sorry and repent.
Have mercy on us according to your love.
Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin.
Renew a right spirit within us
and restore us to the joy of your salvation,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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cf Psalm 51

May almighty God,
who sent his Son into the world to save sinners,
bring you his pardon and peace, now and for ever.
Amen.

Gloria in Excelsis
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
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For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

The Collect
The president introduces a period of silent prayer with the words ‘Let us pray’.

Heavenly Lord,
you long for the world’s salvation:
stir us from apathy,
restrain us from excess
and revive in us new hope
that all creation will one day be healed
in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word
Please sit.

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

Christ did not enter a sanctuary made by human hands,
5

a mere copy of the true one, but he entered into
heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on
our behalf. Nor was it to offer himself again and again,
as the high priest enters the Holy Place year after year
with blood that is not his own; for then he would have
had to suffer again and again since the foundation of the
world. But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the
end of the age to remove sin by the sacrifice of himself.
And just as it is appointed for mortals to die once, and
after that the judgement, so Christ, having been offered
once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second
time, not to deal with sin, but to save those who are
eagerly waiting for him.
Hebrews 9.24–28

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Please stand as the gradual hymn is sung. During the hymn a procession will make
its way to the centre of the nave from where the Gospel for the day is read. To
symbolise our desire to turn to Christ in our daily lives, at the end of the hymn we
remain standing and turn to face the place where the Gospel is proclaimed.
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Be still, my soul: the Lord is at your side;
bear patiently the cross of grief and pain;
leave to your God to order and provide;
in ev’ry change he faithful will remain.
Be still, my soul: your best, your heav’nly friend,
through thorny ways, leads to a joyful end.
Be still, my soul: your God will undertake
to guide the future as he has the past.
Your hope, your confidence let nothing shake,
all now mysterious shall be clear at last.
Be still, my soul: the tempests still obey
his voice, who ruled them once on Galilee.
Be still, my soul: the hour is hastening on
when we shall be for ever with the Lord,
when disappointment, grief and fear are gone,
sorrow forgotten, love’s pure joy restored.
Be still, my soul: when change and tears are past,
all safe and blessèd we shall meet at last.
Words: K. von Schlegal (b. 1697) translated by J. L. Borthwick alt.
Music: J. Sibelius (1865-1957)
Hymn Tune: FINLANDIA
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Gospel Reading
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

After John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee,
proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, ‘The
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near;
repent, and believe in the good news.’ As Jesus passed
along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother
Andrew casting a net into the lake – for they were
fishermen. And Jesus said to them, ‘Follow me and I will
make you fish for people.’ And immediately they left
their nets and followed him. As he went a little farther,
he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who
were in their boat mending the nets. Immediately he
called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the
boat with the hired men, and followed him.
Mark 1.14-20

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Please sit after the preacher leads us in prayer.
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Please stand for

An Affirmation of Faith
Do you believe and trust in God the Father,
source of all being and life,
the one for whom we exist?
We believe and trust in him.
Do you believe and trust in God the Son,
who took our human nature,
died for us and rose again?
We believe and trust in him.
Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit,
who gives life to the people of God
and makes Christ known in the world?
We believe and trust in him.
This is the faith of the Church.
This is our faith.
We believe and trust in one God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Prayers of Intercession
Following an invitation to pray from the intercessor we kneel or sit to pray.
The response to the bidding

Lord, in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.
then at the end

Merciful Father,
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

The Liturgy of the Sacrament
Please stand with the president.

The Peace
To crown all things there must be love,
to bind all together and complete the whole.
Let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts.
Colossians 3.14,15

The peace of the Lord be always with you
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and also with you.

Preparation of the Table
The table is prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it. A Hymn is sung.

Will you come and follow me
if I but call your name?
Will you go where you don’t know,
and never be the same?
Will you let my love be shown,
will you let my name be known,
Will you let my life be grown
in you, and you in me?
Will you leave yourself behind
if I but call your name?
Will you care for cruel and kind,
and never be the same?
Will you risk the hostile stare
should your life attract or scare,
will you let me answer prayer
in you, and you in me?
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Will you let the blinded see
if I but call your name?
Will you set the pris’ners free,
and never be the same?
Will you kiss the leper clean
and do such as this unseen,
and admit to what I mean
in you, and you in me?
Will you love the ‘you’ you hide
if I but call your name?
Will you quell the fear inside,
and never be the same?
Will you use the faith you’ve found
to reshape the world around
through my sight and touch and sound
in you, and you in me?
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Lord, your summons echoes true
when you but call my name.
Let me turn and follow you,
and never be the same.
In your company I’ll go
where your love and footsteps show.
Thus I’ll move and live and grow
in you, and you in me.
Words: J. L. Bell (b. 1949) and G. Maule (1958-2019)
Music: Scottish traditional melody arr. C. Tambling (1964-2015)
Hymn Tune: KELVINGROVE

Taking of the Bread and Wine
To you we come, Father of lights,
with angels and saints,
where heaven and earth unite.
May Jesus meet us in the breaking of the bread.
Amen.

The Eucharistic Prayer (E)
Please sit.

The Lord is here.
His Spirit is with us.
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Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should always sing of your glory,
holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.
For you are the hope of the nations,
the builder of the city that is to come.
Your love made visible in Jesus Christ
brings home the lost,
restores the sinner
and gives dignity to the despised.
In his face your light shines out,
flooding lives with goodness and truth,
gathering into one in your kingdom
a divided and broken humanity.
Therefore with all who can give voice in your creation
we glorify your name,
for ever praising you and singing:
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Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
We praise and bless you, loving Father,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord;
and as we obey his command,
send your Holy Spirit,
that broken bread and wine outpoured
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you.
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice
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made once for all upon the cross.
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection
until he comes in glory.
Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.
Lord of all life,
help us to work together for that day
when your kingdom comes
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.
Look with favour on your people,
gather us in your loving arms
and bring us with Blessed Mary and all the saints
to feast at your table in heaven.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever.
Amen, amen, amen. (Sung)
Silence is kept.
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The Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
The president breaks the consecrated bread.

Every time we eat this bread
and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death
until he comes.
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The Agnus Dei is sung as the bread is broken for distribution.

Jesus, Lamb of God,
have mercy on us.
Jesus, bearer of our sins,
have mercy on us.
Jesus, redeemer of the world,
grant us peace.

Invitation to Communion
Jesus is the Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world.
Blessed are those who are called to his supper.
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,
but only say the word, and I shall be healed.
The president and people receive communion.
The president receives communion in both kinds. To reduce the risk of spreading any
infection, communion will continue to be offered in one kind (bread) only. This is still
considered to be complete communion by the Church of England.
To the words ‘The Body of Christ’ the communicant replies “Amen”. On drinking
from the cup the president says ‘The Blood of Christ shed for us all’ to which those
present reply “Amen.”
At the distribution, please follow the guidance offered by the stewards.
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For those at home it might be helpful to use this prayer during the distribution.
Lord, you have called us to know you,
you have called us to love you,
you have called us to serve you,
you have called us to proclaim you;
guide and strengthen us by your Spirit,
as we learn and re-learn who we are before you
that we may live to your praise and glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you and the same Spirit,
one God for ever.
Amen.

Lead me, Lord
Lead me, Lord.
Lead me in thy righteousness.
Make thy way plain before my face.
For it is thou, Lord, thou, Lord, only
that makest me dwell in safety.
Words: Psalm 4 verse 8 & Psalm 5 verse 8
Music: S. S. Wesley (1810-1876)

A Hymn is sung.

O thou who camest from above
the fire celestial to impart,
kindle a flame of sacred love
on the mean altar of my heart.
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There let it for thy glory burn
with inextinguishable blaze,
and trembling to its source return
in humble prayer and fervent praise.
Jesus, confirm my heart’s desire
to work and speak and think for thee;
still let me guard the holy fire
and still stir up the gift in me.
Ready for all thy perfect will,
my acts of faith and love repeat,
till death thy endless mercies seal,
and make the sacrifice complete.
Words: C. Wesley (1707-1788) based on Leviticus 6:13
Music: S. S. Wesley (1810-1876)
Hymn Tune: HEREFORD

The Post Communion Prayer
Please stand with the president who introduces a time of silent prayer with the
words ‘Let us pray’.

Gracious Lord,
in this holy sacrament
you give substance to our hope:
bring us at the last
to that fullness of life for which we long;
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through Jesus Christ our Saviour.
Amen.
We thank you, Lord,
that you have fed us in this sacrament,
united us with Christ,
and given us a foretaste of the heavenly banquet
prepared for all peoples.
Amen.
A hymn is sung.

He who would valiant be
’gainst all disaster,
let him in constancy
follow the Master.
There’s no discouragement
shall make him once relent
his first avowed intent
to be a pilgrim.

21

Who so beset him round
with dismal stories,
do but themselves confound –
his strength the more is.
No foes shall stay his might,
though he with giants fight:
he will make good his right
to be a pilgrim.
Since, Lord, thou dost defend
us with thy Spirit,
we know we at the end
shall life inherit.
Then fancies flee away!
I’ll fear not what men say,
I’ll labour night and day
to be a pilgrim.
Words: P. Dearmer (1867-1936) after J. Bunyan (1628-1688)
Music: English traditional melody
collected and arranged by R. Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)
Hymn Tune: MONKS GATE

The Dismissal
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The Blessing
Christ our King
make you faithful and strong to do his will,
that you may reign with him in glory;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.

The Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.
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Support our work
St Mary’s is a charity which receives no funding from the
government and is entirely dependent on donations and fees to
keep operating.
If you'd like to donate to support our work you can give
contactlessly as you leave the building by tapping your contactless
card device against our card reader. You can also leave cash in the
offering plate by the door.
You can also donate online, quickly and easily, using either a bank
card or directly from your bank account.
whitkirkchurch.org.uk/donate
If you'd like to give in some other way, find out more about
planned giving, or read about how we use donations then please
see our donations page.
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We pray thee, heavenly Father
Words © Oxford University Press
Communion Setting
© The Royal School of Church Music
Be still, my soul
Music © Breitkopf and Härtel
Will you come and follow me
Words © WGRG
Musical arrangement © Kevin Mayhew Ltd
Great Amen
© G H Taylor
Choir Anthem
© Kevin Mayhew Ltd
He who would valiant be
© Oxford University Press
Organ Voluntary
© Kevin Mayhew Ltd
CCL licence: 668063
Generated: 2021-12-02 15.09:33
Targeting: Digital
https://whitkirkchurch.org.uk/services/2021-11-07-3rd-before-advent/
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