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Whitkirk

Where all find a welcome and are nurtured in their journey with Christ.

Advent Sunday

Sunday 28 November 2021 at 10.00 am




The Gathering

Our worship begins at the sound of the bell, please stand as the sacred ministers
enter, during which the introit hymn is sung.

Hills of the North, rejoice,

Echoing songs arise,

Hail with united voice

Him who made earth and skies:

He comes in righteousness and love,

He brings salvation from above.

Isles of the Southern seas,

Sing to the listening earth,
Carry on ev’ry breeze,

Hope of a world’s new birth:

In Christ shall all be made anew,

His word is sure, his promise true.

Lands of the East, arise,

He is your brightest morn,

Greet him with joyous eyes,

Praise shall his path adorn:

The God whom we have longed to know

In Christ draws near, and calls you now.



Shores of the utmost West,
Lands of the setting sun,
Welcome the heav’nly guest
In whom the dawn has come:
He brings a never-ending light

Who triumphed o’er our darkest night.

Shout, as you journey on,

Songs be in ev’ry mouth;

Lo, from the North they come,
From East and West and South.
In Jesus all shall find their rest,

In him the sons of earth be blest.

Words: from the New English Hymnal based on C. E. Oakley (1832-1865)
Music: M. Shaw (1875-1958)
Hymn Tune: LITTLE CORNARD

In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

The Greeting

Grace, mercy and peace
from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ



be with you

and also with you.

Words of Welcome

Invitation to Confession

A voice cries out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the
Lord’. So let us listen, and turn to the Lord in penitence and faith.

Silence is kept.

Heavenly Father,
you have created a universe of light:
forgive us when we return to darkness.

Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Lord Jesus,
you are the light of the world:
cleanse and heal our blinded sight.

Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.

Holy Spirit,
you give us light in our hearts:



renew us in faith and love.
Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.
A setting of the ‘Kyrie eleison’ is sung by the Choir.

Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison, eleison.
Christe eleison, Christe eleison, Christe eleison,

Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison, eleison, eleison.

Music: from ‘The Mass of the Quiet Hour’ by G. Oldroyd (1886-1951)

The president says

Almighty God,

who in Jesus Christ has given us

a kingdom that cannot be destroyed,
forgive us our sins,

open our eyes to God’s truth,
strengthen us to do God’s will

and give us the joy of his kingdom,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

The Collect

The president introduces a period of silent prayer with the words ‘Let us pray’.



Almighty God,

give us grace to cast away the works of darkness
and to put on the armour of light,

now in the time of this mortal life,

in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility;
that on the last day,

when he shall come again in his glorious majesty
to judge the living and the dead,

we may rise to the life immortal;

through him who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word

Please sit.

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah.

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when | will
fulfil the promise | made to the house of Israel and the
house of Judah. In those days and at that time | will
cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he
shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In
those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in
safety. And this is the name by which it will be called:
‘The Lord is our righteousness.’
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Jeremiah 33.14-16
This is the word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Please stand as the gradual hymn is sung. At the end of the hymn, we remain
standing and turn to face the place where the Gospel is proclaimed.

Come, thou long-expected Jesus,
Born to set thy people free,
From our fears and sins release us,

Let us find our rest in thee.

Israel’s strength and consolation,
Hope of all the earth thou art,
Dear desire of ev’ry nation,

Joy of ev’ry longing heart.

Born thy people to deliver,
Born a child and yet a king,
Born to reign in us for ever,

Now thy gracious kingdom bring.

By thine own eternal Spirit,
Rule in all our hearts alone;
By thine all-sufficient merit

Raise us to thy glorious throne.
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Words: C. Wesley (1707-1788)
Music: |. Stainer (1840-1901)
Tune: CROSS OF JESUS

Gospel Reading

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

cf Isaiah 40.3-5
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said to his disciples: “There will be signs in the sun,
the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress
among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and
the waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding of
what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the
heavens will be shaken. Then they will see “the Son of
Man coming in a cloud” with power and great glory.
Now when these things begin to take place, stand up
and raise your heads, because your redemption is
drawing near.’

Then he told them a parable: ‘Look at the fig tree and all
the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for
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yourselves and know that summer is already near. So
also, when you see these things taking place, you know
that the kingdom of God is near. Truly | tell you, this
generation will not pass away until all things have taken
place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words
will not pass away. Be on guard so that your hearts are
not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and
the worries of this life, and that day catch you
unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who
live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times,
praying that you may have the strength to escape all
these things that will take place, and to stand before the
Son of Man/’

Luke 21.25-36

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Please sit after the preacher leads us in prayer.

An Affirmation of Faith

Please stand with the president.

Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God.



Though he was divine,

he did not cling to equality with God,

but made himself nothing.

Taking the form of a slave,

he was born in human likeness.

He humbled himself

and was obedient to death,

even the death of the cross.

Therefore God has raised him on high,

and given him the name above every name:
that at the name of Jesus

every knee should bow,

and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

Amen.

cf Philippians 2.6-1 1

Prayers of Intercession

Following an invitation to pray from the intercessor we kneel or sit to pray.

The response to the bidding
Lord, in your mercy.

Hear our prayer.



then at the end
Merciful Father,

accept these prayers

for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

The Liturgy of the Sacrament

Please stand with the president.

The Peace

In the tender mercy of our God,

the dayspring from on high shall break upon us,
to give light to those who dwell in darkness
and in the shadow of death,

and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

f Luke 1.78,79

The peace of the Lord be always with you

and also with you.

Preparation of the Table
The table is prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it.

A Hymn is sung.
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Lo, he comes with clouds descending,
Once for favoured sinners slain;
Thousand, thousand saints attending
Swell the triumph of his train.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Christ appears, on earth to reign.

Ev’ry eye shall now behold him

Robed in dreadful majesty;

We who set at naught and sold him,

Pierced and nailed him to the tree,

Deeply wailing, deeply wailing, deeply wailing,

Shall the true Messiah see.

Those dear tokens of his passion

Still his dazzling body bears,

Cause of endless exultation

To his ransomed worshippers:

With what rapture, with what rapture, with what
rapture

Gaze we on those glorious scars!
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Yea, amen! let all adore thee,

High on thine eternal throne;

Saviour, take the pow’r and glory,

Claim the kingdom for thine own.

O come quickly, O come quickly, O come quickly!

Alleluia! Come, Lord, come!

Words: C. Wesley (1707-1788)
Music: from J. Wesley’s ‘Select Hymns with Tunes Annext’ (1765)
Hymn Tune: HELMSLEY

Taking of the Bread and Wine

As this bread was scattered
and then gathered and made one,
so may your Church be gathered into your kingdom.

Glory to you, O God, for ever.

Wisdom has built her a house;
she has mixed her wine; she has set her table.

Glory to you, O God, for ever.

Please kneel or sit.

The Eucharistic Prayer (A)
The Lord is here.

His Spirit is with us.
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Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and
praise, almighty God and everlasting Father,

through Jesus Christ your Son.

For when he humbled himself

to come among us in human flesh,

he fulfilled the plan you formed

before the foundation of the world

to open for us the way of salvation.

Confident that your promise will be fulfilled,

we now watch for the day

when Christ our Lord will come again in glory.

And so we join our voices with angels and archangels
and with all the company of heaven

to proclaim your glory for ever praising you and singing:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.
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Accept our praises, heavenly Father,

through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ,

and as we follow his example and obey his command,
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit
these gifts of bread and wine

may be to us his body and his blood;

who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way, after supper

he took the cup and gave you thanks;

he gave it to them, saying:

Drink this, all of you;

this is my blood of the new covenant,

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,

in remembrance of me.

Therefore, heavenly Father,

we remember his offering of himself

made once for all upon the cross;

we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious
ascension; we look for the coming of your kingdom,
and with this bread and this cup

we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus:
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Dying you destroyed our death,
rising you restored our life:

Lord Jesus, come in glory.

Accept through him, our great high priest,
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise,

and as we eat and drink these holy gifts

in the presence of your divine majesty,
renew us by your Spirit,

inspire us with your love

and unite us in the body of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through him, and with him, and in him,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

with all who stand before you in earth and heaven,
we worship you, Father almighty,

in songs of everlasting praise:

Blessing and honour and glory and power
be yours for ever and ever.

Amen.
Silence is kept.
The Lord’s Prayer

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us.
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Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power and the glory,

for ever and ever.

Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

The president breaks the consecrated bread.

We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.

Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

The Agnus Dei is sung as the bread is broken for distribution.
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Jesus, Lamb of God,

have mercy on us.

Jesus, bearer of our sins,

have mercy on us.

Jesus, redeemer of the world,

grant us peace.

Invitation to Communion

Draw near with faith.

Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
which he gave for you,

and his blood which he shed for you.

Eat and drink

in remembrance that he died for you,

and feed on him in your hearts

by faith with thanksgiving.

The president and people receive communion. All baptised Christians are welcome to
receive the sacrament. Please follow the guidance offered by the stewards.

If you are not baptised, or would prefer to not receive then do still come forward for
a blessing bringing this book with you so the president knows your intention.

The sacrament is available in both kinds, however, if you wish to only receive the
bread please do so and then return to your place. Please do not dip bread in the
wine (sometimes called “intinction”).

To the words ‘The Body/Blood of Christ’ the communicant replies “Amen”.
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For those at home, it might be helpful to use this prayer during the distribution.

Come, Lord God, change us and we shall be changed.

Come, increase our awareness of your presence.

Come, strengthen our love for you.

Come, fill our hearts with holiness.

Come, awaken us to be ready and watchful for your coming.
Come, Lord God, change us and we shall be changed;

through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
One God, now and for ever.

Amen.

Choir Anthem

“This is the truth sent from above’

Words & Music: English traditional carol
arranged by R. Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)

A hymn is sung.

Please remain seated.

Hark! a herald voice is calling:
‘Christ is nigh!’ it seems to say;
‘Cast away the dreams of darkness,
O ye children of the day!

Startled by the solemn warning,
Let the earth-bound soul arise;
Christ, her sun, all sloth dispelling,

Shines upon the morning skies.
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Lo, the Lamb, so long expected,
Comes with pardon down from heav’n;
Let us haste, with tears of sorrow,

One and all to be forgiv’n.

So when next he comes with glory,
Wrapping all the earth in fear,
May he then, as our defender,

On the clouds of heav’n appear.

Honour, glory, virtue, merit,
To the Father and the Son,
With the co-eternal Spirit,

While unending ages run.

Words: 6" century text translated by E. Caswall (1814-1878)
Music: W. H. Monk (1823-1889)
Hymn Tune: MERTON

The Post Communion Prayer and The Lighting of
the Advent Candle

Please stand as the president introduces a time of silent prayer with the words ‘Let
us pray’.

O Lord our God,

make us watchful and keep us faithful

as we await the coming of your Son our Lord;
that, when he shall appear,
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he may not find us sleeping in sin
but active in his service

and joyful in his praise;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

The president then moves to the Advent Wreath to light the first of the Advent
candles. This week the candle helps us to remember the Patriarchs — Abraham, our
father in faith, and David the ancestor in whose city Jesus was born.

The candle is lit and this prayer is said.

Blessed are you, sovereign Lord, God of our ancestors:
to you be praise and glory for ever.

You called the patriarchs to live by the light of faith
and to journey in the hope of your promised fulfilment.
May we be obedient to your call

and be ready and watchful to receive your Christ,

a lamp to our feet and a light to our path;

for you are our light and our salvation.

Blessed be God for ever.

A hymn is sung.
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O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,

That mourns in lonely exile here,
Until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel

Shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, thou rod of Jesse, free
Thine own from Satan’s tyranny;
From depths of hell thy people save,
And give them vict’ry o’er the grave.
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel

Shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, thou dayspring, come and cheer
Our spirits by thine advent here;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,

And death’s dark shadows put to flight.
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel

Shall come to thee, O Israel.
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O come, thou key of David, come
And open wide our heav’nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery.
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel

Shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, O come, thou Lord of might,
Who to the tribes on Sinai’s height

In ancient time didst give the Law,

In cloud and majesty and awe.
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel

Shall come to thee, O Israel.

Words: from the ‘Great O Antiphons’ (12th century)
translated by |. M. Neale (1818-1866)

Music: adapted by T. Helmore (181 1-1890)

from a French Missal arr. C. Hand (1929-2015)
Hymn Tune: VENI EMMANUEL

The Dismissal

The Blessing

Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you,

scatter the darkness from before your path,

and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory;
and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
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be among you and remain with you always.

Amen.

The Dismissal
Our Lord says, ‘l am coming soon.’
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

May the Lord, when he comes,
find us watching and waiting.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

In the name of Christ. Amen.
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