
Where all find a welcome and are nurtured in their journey with Christ.

The Presentation of Christ in
the Temple
Wednesday 2 February 2022 at 10.00 am
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The Gathering
Our worship begins at the sound of the bell, please stand as the sacred ministers
enter and the introit hymn is sung.

King of glory, King of peace,

I will love thee;

And, that love may never cease,

I will move thee.

Thou hast granted my request,

Tho hast heard me;

Thou didst note my working breast,

Thou hast spared me.

Wherefore with my utmost art,

I will sing thee,

And the cream of all my heart

I will bring thee.

Though my sins against me cried,

Thou didst clear me,

And alone, when they replied,

Thou didst hear me.
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Sev’n whole days, not one in sev’n,

I will praise thee;

In my heart, though not in heav’n,

I can raise thee.

Small it is, in this poor sort

To enrol thee:

E’en eternity’s too short

To extol thee.

Words: G. Herbert (1593-1633)
Music: J. D. Jones (1827-1870)

HYMN TUNE: GWALCHMAI

In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

The Greeting
The Lord of glory be with you.

The Lord bless you.

Words of Welcome and Introduction
Dear friends,
forty days ago we celebrated the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Now we recall the day on which he was presented in the Temple,
when he was offered to the Father and shown to his people.  
As a sign of his coming among us,
his mother was purified, as we now come to him for cleansing.
In their old age Simeon and Anna recognised him as their Lord,
as we today sing of his glory.
In this eucharist,
we celebrate both the joy of his coming and his searching
judgement, looking back to the day of his birth
and forward to the coming days of his passion.

Gloria in Excelsis

Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,

we worship you, we give you thanks,

we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,

Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world:

have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:

receive our prayer.



4

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,

with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father.

Amen.

The Collect
The president introduces a period of silent prayer with the words ‘Let us pray that
we may know and share the light of Christ’.

Almighty and ever-living God,
clothed in majesty,
whose beloved Son was this day presented in the Temple,
in substance of our flesh:
grant that we may be presented to you
with pure and clean hearts,
by your Son Jesus Christ our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word
Please sit.
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A reading from Malachi.

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way
before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly
come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in
whom you delight — indeed, he is coming, says the
Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his
coming, and who can stand when he appears?

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will
sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify
the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and
silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in
righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem
will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as
in former years.

Then I will draw near to you for judgment; I will be swift
to bear witness against the sorcerers, against the
adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against
those who oppress the hired workers in their wages,
the widow and the orphan, against those who thrust
aside the alien, and do not fear me, says the Lord of
hosts.

Malachi 3.1-5

This is the word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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Please stand as the gradual hymn is sung. To symbolise our desire to turn to Christ
in our daily lives, at the end of the hymn we remain standing and turn to face the
place where the Gospel is proclaimed.

Faithful vigil ended;

Watching, waiting cease;

Master, grant thy servant

His discharge in peace.

All thy Spirit promised,

All the Father willed,

Now these eyes behold it

Perfectly fulfilled.

This thy great deliv’rance

Sets thy people free;

Christ, their light, uplifted

All the nations see.

Christ, thy people’s glory!

Watching, doubting, cease;

Grant to us thy servants

Our discharge in peace.

Words: T. Dudley-Smith (b. 1926)
based on Luke 2 verses 29-32
Music: F. Silcher (1789-1860)

Hymn Tune: PASTOR PASTORUM
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Gospel Reading
Alleluia.

Our eyes have seen your salvation,
a light to enlighten the nations
and the glory of your people Israel.

cf Luke 2.30,32

Alleluia.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

When the time came for their purification according to
the law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to
present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of
the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as
holy to the Lord”), and they offered a sacrifice
according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a
pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.”

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was
Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking
forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit
rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy
Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen
the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came
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into the temple; and when the parents brought in the
child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the
law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God,
saying,

“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,
according to your word; for my eyes have seen your
salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all
peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for
glory to your people Israel.”

And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what
was being said about him. Then Simeon blessed them
and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for
the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a
sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of
many will be revealed — and a sword will pierce your
own soul too.”

There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age,
having lived with her husband seven years after her
marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She
never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting
and prayer night and day. At that moment she came,
and began to praise God and to speak about the child to
all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.

When they had finished everything required by the law
of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own
town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong,
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filled with wisdom; and the favour of God was upon
him.

Luke 2.22-40

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Please sit after the preacher leads us in prayer.

The Nicene Creed
Please stand with the president.

Let us declare our faith in God.
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We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is,

seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary

and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the

dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come.

Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Following an invitation to pray from the intercessor we kneel or sit to pray.

Let us pray to the Father through Christ who is our light and life.

Father, your Christ is acclaimed as the glory of Israel:
look in mercy on your Church, sharing his light.

Lord, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

Father, your Christ in his temple brings judgement on the world:
look in mercy on the nations, who long for his justice.

Lord, have mercy.
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Christ, have mercy.

Father, your Christ, who was rich, for our sakes became poor:
look in mercy on the needy, suffering with him.

Lord, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

Father, your Christ is the one in whom
faithful servants find their peace:
look in mercy on the departed, that they may see your salvation.

Lord, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

Father, your Christ is revealed as the one destined to be rejected:
look in mercy on us who now turn towards his passion.

Lord, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

Lord God, you kept faith with Simeon and Anna,
and showed them the infant King.
Give us grace to put all our trust in your promises,
and the patience to wait for their fulfilment;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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Prayers of Penitence
Hear the words of our Saviour Jesus Christ:
‘I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me shall never walk in darkness
but shall have the light of life.’

Let us therefore bring our sins into his light
and confess them in penitence and faith.

cf John 8.12
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Father eternal, giver of light and grace,

we have sinned against you and against our neighbour,

in what we have thought,

in what we have said and done,

through ignorance, through weakness,

through our own deliberate fault.

We have wounded your love,

and marred your image in us.

We are sorry and ashamed,

and repent of all our sins.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

who died for us,

forgive us all that is past;

and lead us out from darkness

to walk as children of light.

Amen.

Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
Please stand with the president.

The Peace

In the tender mercy of our God,
the dayspring from on high has broken upon us,
to give light to those who dwell in darkness
and the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Luke 1.78,79

The peace of the Lord be always with you

and also with you.

Please sit.

Preparation of the Table

The table is prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it.

A hymn is sung.
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We hail thy presence glorious,

O Christ our great High Priest,

O’er sin and death victorious,

At thy thanksgiving feast:

As thou art interceding

For us in heav’n above,

Thy Church on earth is pleading

Thy perfect work of love.

Through thee in ev’ry nation

Thine own their hearts upraise,

Off’ring one pure oblation,

One sacrifice of praise:

With thee in blest communion

The living and the dead

Are joined in closest union,

One Body with one Head.
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O living bread from heaven,

Jesu, our Saviour good,

Who thine own self hast given

To be our souls’ true food;

For us thy body broken

Hung on the cross of shame:

This bread its hallowed token

We break in thy dear name.

O stream of love unending,

Poured from the one true vine,

With our weak nature blending

The strength of life divine;

Our thankful faith confessing

In thy life-blood outpoured,

We drink this cup of blessing

And praise thy name, O Lord.
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May we, thy word believing,

Thee through thy gifts receive,

That, thou within us living,

We all to God may live;

Draw us from earth to heaven

Till sin and sorrow cease,

Forgiving and forgiven,

In love and joy and peace.

Words: R. G. Parsons (1882-1948)
Music: melody adapted from M. Haydn (1737-1806)

Hymn Tune: OFFERTORIUM

Taking of the Bread and Wine

Father, in Christ there has sprung up a light for the righteous;
accept the gifts we bring before you
and grant that Christ may shine in us
to the praise and glory of your name.

Amen.

The Eucharistic Prayer (B)

Please kneel or sit.

The Lord is here.

His Spirit is with us.
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Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and good,
always and everywhere to give you thanks and praise
through Jesus Christ, who is one with you from all eternity.
For on this day he appeared in the Temple
in substance of our flesh
to come near to us in judgement.
He searches the hearts of all your people
and brings to light the image of your splendour.
Your servant Simeon acclaimed him as the light to lighten the
nations while Anna spoke of him to all who looked for your
redemption.
Destined for the falling and rising of many,
he was lifted high upon the cross
and a sword of sorrow pierced his mother’s heart
when by his sacrifice he made our peace with you.
And now we rejoice and glorify your name
that we, too, have seen your salvation
and join with angels and archangels
in their unending hymn of praise:
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Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,
and according to your holy will,
these gifts of bread and wine
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;

who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way, after supper
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.

Jesus Christ is Lord:
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Lord, by your cross and resurrection

you have set us free.

You are the Saviour of the world.

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,
and looking for his coming in glory,
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,
we bring before you this bread and this cup
and we thank you for counting us worthy
to stand in your presence and serve you.

Send the Holy Spirit on your people
and gather into one in your kingdom
all who share this one bread and one cup,
so that we, in the company of Blessed Mary,
St. Joseph, Simeon and Anna and all the saints,
may praise and glorify you for ever,
through Jesus Christ our Lord;

By whom, and with whom, and in whom,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,
for ever and ever.

Amen.

Silence is kept.
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The Lord’s Prayer

Believing the promises of God,
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation;

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power and the glory,

for ever and ever.

Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

The president breaks the consecrated bread.

We break the bread of life,
and that life is the light of the world.

God here among us,
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light in the midst of us,
bring us to light and life.

Invitation to Communion

God’s holy gifts
for God’s holy people.

Jesus Christ is holy,
Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

The president and people receive communion. All baptised Christians are welcome to
receive the sacrament. Please follow the guidance offered by the stewards.

If you are not baptised, or would prefer to not receive then do still come forward for
a blessing bringing this book with you so the president knows your intention.

The sacrament is available in both kinds, however if you wish to only receive the
bread please do so and then return to your place. Receiving in one kind is still
considered to be full communion by the Church of England. Please do not dip bread
in the wine (sometimes called ‘intincting’).

To the words “The Body/Blood of Christ” the communicant replies “Amen”.

The Post Communion Prayer and Blessing of
Candles

Please stand with the president who introduces a time of silent prayer with the
words ‘Let us pray’.

Lord, you fulfilled the hope of Simeon and Anna,
who lived to welcome the Messiah:
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may we, who have received these gifts beyond words,
prepare to meet Christ Jesus when he comes to bring us to
eternal life; for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever.

Amen.

The Feast of the Presentation of Christ marks a turning point in our liturgical
calendar as we leave behind the season of Christmas and Epiphany and shift our
attention towards the mysteries of Easter.

Those present in the church now hold up their candles on behalf of us all as we who
have encountered the light of Christ promise to bear his light in the world.

Lord God, the springing source of everlasting light,
pour into the hearts of your faithful people
the brilliance of your eternal splendour,
that we, who by these kindling flames
light up this temple to your glory,
may have the darkness of our souls dispelled,
and so be counted worthy to stand before you
in that eternal city where you live and reign,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Amen.

Father, we have sung your praise with shepherds and angels:
may Christ be born in our hearts today.

Praise to Christ our light.

We have shared in the joy of Simeon and Anna;
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help us, like them, to trust your word.

Praise to Christ our light.

We have greeted Jesus, the light of the world;
may we be filled with the light of your love.

Praise to Christ our light.

A hymn is sung.

When candles are lighted on Candlemas Day,

The dark is behind us, and spring’s on the way.

A glory dawns in ev’ry dark place,

The light of Christ, the fullness of grace.

The kings have departed, the shepherds have gone,

The child and and his parents are left on their own.

A glory dawns in ev’ry dark place,

The light of Christ, the fullness of grace.

They go to the temple, obeying the law,

And offer two pigeons, the gift of the poor.

A glory dawns in ev’ry dark place,

The light of Christ, the fullness of grace.
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But Anna and Simeon recognise there,

The Christ-child who came at the turn of the year.

A glory dawns in ev’ry dark place,

The light of Christ, the fullness of grace.

They gaze at God’s wonderful answer to prayer,

The joy of the Jews and the Gentiles’ desire.

A glory dawns in ev’ry dark place,

The light of Christ, the fullness of grace.

They see before Mary a heart-piercing grief,

But trust is complete at the end of their life.

A glory dawns in ev’ry dark place,

The light of Christ, the fullness of grace.

For Mary will follow, with tears in her eyes,

Her Saviour and Son to the foot of the cross.

A glory dawns in ev’ry dark place,

The light of Christ, the fullness of grace.

The candles invite us to praise and to pray

When Christmas greets Easter on Candlemas Day.

A glory dawns in ev’ry dark place,

The light of Christ, the fullness of grace.
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Words: E. Cosnett (b. 1936)
Music: French traditional melody (1882)

Hymn Tune: LOURDES

The Dismissal

The Blessing

Christ, whose glory fills the skies,
fill you with radiance
and scatter the darkness from your path.

Amen.

Christ, the Sun of Righteousness,
gladden your eyes and warm your heart.

Amen.

Christ, the Dayspring from on high,
draw near to guide your feet into the way of peace.

Amen.

And the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.

Amen.
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The Dismissal

Go in the light and peace of Christ.

Thanks be to God.
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Faithful vigil ended
Words © T. Dudley-Smith

Organ music during Holy Communion
© Kevin Mayhew Ltd

When candles are lighted on Candlemas Day
Words © Stainer & Bell Ltd

Organ voluntary
© Kevin Mayhew Ltd
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