
Where all find a welcome and are nurtured in their journey with Christ.

Holy Wednesday
Wednesday 13 April 2022 at 7.30 pm
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The Gathering
Our worship begins at the sound of the bell, please stand as the sacred ministers
enter.

In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

The Greeting
Grace, mercy and peace
from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ
be with you

and also with you.

Words of Welcome

Prayers of Penitence
Christ himself carried up our sins in his body to the tree,
so that, free from sins,
we might live for righteousness;
by his wounds we have been healed.

1 Peter 2.24
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Let us confess our sins.

Silence is kept.

Most merciful God,

we confess to you,

before the whole company of heaven

and one another,

that we have sinned in thought, word and deed

and in what we have failed to do.

Forgive us our sins,

heal us by your Spirit

and raise us to new life in Christ.

Amen.

May the God of love and power
forgive you and free you from your sins,
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit,
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.

Amen.

The Collect
The president introduces a period of silent prayer with the words ‘Let us pray’.

Lord, you let us convert you
into currency and commodity
so that you can pay the price
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beyond all accounting:
may we offer our misused powers to you
knowing that you can transform them.
Knowing that even this betrayal
is still a kiss;
through Jesus Christ, the passion of God.

Amen.

Taken from Steven Shakespeare Prayers for an Inclusive Church.

The Liturgy of the Word
Please sit.

A reading from the prophecy of Isaiah.

The Lord God has given me
    the tongue of a teacher,
that I may know how to sustain
    the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens—
    wakens my ear
    to listen as those who are taught.
The Lord God has opened my ear,
    and I was not rebellious,
    I did not turn backward.
I gave my back to those who struck me,
    and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I
did not hide my face
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    from insult and spitting.

The Lord God helps me;
    therefore I have not been disgraced;
therefore I have set my face like flint,
    and I know that I shall not be put to shame;
    he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
    Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
    Let them confront me.
It is the Lord God who helps me;
    who will declare me guilty?
All of them will wear out like a garment;
    the moth will eat them up.

Isaiah 50.4-9

Thanks be to God.

Please stand for the Gospel.

Gospel Reading
An acclamation is said to herald the Gospel.

Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory.
Christ humbled himself and became obedient unto death,
even death on a cross.
Therefore God has highly exalted him
and given him the name that is above every name.
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Philippians 2.8,9

Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

After saying this Jesus was troubled in spirit, and
declared, “Very truly, I tell you, one of you will betray
me.” The disciples looked at one another, uncertain of
whom he was speaking. One of his disciples—the one
whom Jesus loved—was reclining next to him; Simon
Peter therefore motioned to him to ask Jesus of whom
he was speaking. So while reclining next to Jesus, he
asked him, “Lord, who is it?” Jesus answered, “It is the
one to whom I give this piece of bread when I have
dipped it in the dish.” So when he had dipped the piece
of bread, he gave it to Judas son of Simon Iscariot. After
he received the piece of bread, Satan entered into him.
Jesus said to him, “Do quickly what you are going to
do.” Now no one at the table knew why he said this to
him. Some thought that, because Judas had the common
purse, Jesus was telling him, “Buy what we need for the
festival”; or, that he should give something to the poor.
So, after receiving the piece of bread, he immediately
went out. And it was night.

When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of
Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in
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him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also
glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once.

John 13.21-32

Address
Please sit after the preacher leads us in prayer.

The address is followed by a brief time of silence.

Prayers of Intercession
Following an invitation to pray from the intercessor we kneel or remain seated to
pray.

The response to the bidding.

Lord, in your mercy.

Hear our prayer.

Then at the end.

Merciful Father,

Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,
Our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament
Please stand with the president.

The Peace

Christ is our peace.
He has reconciled us to God
in one body by the cross.
We meet in his name and share his peace.

The peace of the Lord be always with you

and also with you.

Preparation of the Table

Please sit as the table is prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it during
which the Litany for Lent is sung by a chorister.

Hearken, O Lord, have mercy upon us,

For we have sinnèd against thee.

To thee, Redeemer, King of highest heaven,

Lift we our eyes in grief and deep abasement:

Listen, O Saviour, to our supplications. …

Head of the Corner, right hand of the Father,

Way of salvation, gate of life eternal,

Wash thou away the stain of our offences. …
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Lord, we beseech thee, from thy throne of glory

Bow down thine ear to hear our cry of sorrow,

Look down in mercy on our sore transgressions. …

All our misdoings now we lay before thee,

Unveil with contrite heart each guilty secret:

Saviour, in pity grant us thy forgiveness. …

Guiltless, a captive taken unresisting,

By false accusers brought to condemnation,

Save, Lord, and help the souls thou hast redeemèd. …

Hymn Tune: ATTENDE, DOMINE

Taking of the Bread and Wine

Merciful Father;
turn us from sin to faithfulness
and from disobedience to love,
and prepare us to celebrate
the death and resurrection of Christ our Saviour
who is alive and reigns, now and for ever.

Amen.

The Eucharistic Prayer (E)

The Lord is here.
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His Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and just,
our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
For as the time of his passion and resurrection draws near
the whole world is called to acknowledge his hidden majesty.
The power of the life-giving cross
reveals the judgement that has come upon the world
and the triumph of Christ crucified.
He is the victim who dies no more,
the Lamb once slain, who lives for ever,
our advocate in heaven to plead our cause,
exalting us there to join with angels and archangels,
for ever praising you and saying:
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Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

We praise and bless you, loving Father,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord;
and as we obey his command,
send your Holy Spirit,
that broken bread and wine outpoured
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you.
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice
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made once for all upon the cross.
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection
until he comes in glory.

Great is the mystery of faith:

Christ has died:

Christ is risen:

Christ will come again.

Lord of all life,
help us to work together for that day
when your kingdom comes
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.
Look with favour on your people,
gather us in your loving arms
and bring us with Blessed Mary and all the saints
to feast at your table in heaven.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever.

Amen.

Silence is kept.
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The Lord’s Prayer

Standing at the foot of the cross,
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation;

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power and the glory,

for ever and ever.

Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

The president breaks the consecrated bread.

Every time we eat this bread
and drink this cup,

we proclaim the Lord’s death
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until he comes.

Invitation to Communion

Draw near with faith.
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
which he gave for you,
and his blood which he shed for you.
Eat and drink
in remembrance that he died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts
by faith with thanksgiving.

The president and people receive communion. All baptised Christians are welcome to
receive the sacrament.

If you are not baptised, or would prefer to not receive then do still come forward for
a blessing bringing this book with you so the president knows your intention.

The sacrament is available in both kinds, however if you wish to only receive the
bread please do so and then return to your place. Receiving in one kind is still
considered to be full communion by the Church of England. Please do not dip bread
in the wine (sometimes called ‘intincting’).

To the words “The Body/Blood of Christ” the communicant replies “Amen”.

The Post Communion Prayer

Please stand with the president who introduces a time of silent prayer with the
words ‘Let us pray’.

Lord Jesus Christ,
you humbled yourself in taking the form of a servant,
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and in obedience died on the cross for our salvation:

give us the mind to follow you
and to proclaim you as Lord and King,
to the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

The Dismissal

The Blessing

Christ crucified draw you to himself,
to find in him a sure ground for faith,
a firm support for hope,
and the assurance of sins forgiven;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.

Amen.

The Dismissal

Go in the peace of Christ.

Thanks be to God.
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