
Where all find a welcome and are nurtured in their journey with Christ.

Mothering Sunday
Sunday 19 March 2023 at 10.00 am

“Jesus, like a mother you gather your people to you; you are gentle
with us as a mother with her children.”

St. Anselm
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The Gathering
Our worship begins at the sound of the bell as the sacred ministers enter, during
which the introit hymn is sung.

Now thank we all our God,

With heart and hands and voices,

Who wondrous things hath done,

In whom his world rejoices;

Who from our mother’s arms

Hath blessed us on our way

With countless gifts of love,

And still is ours today.

O may this bounteous God

Through all our life be near us,

With ever joyful hearts

And blessèd peace to cheer us;

And keep us in his grace,

And guide us when perplexed,

And free us from all ills

In this world and the next.
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All praise and thanks to God

The Father now be given,

The Son, and him who reigns

With them in highest heaven,

The One eternal God,

Whom earth and heav’n adore;

For thus it was, is now,

And shall be evermore.

Words: Martin Rinkart (1586-1649)
translated by Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878)

Music: Johann Crüger (1598-1662)
Hymn Tune: NUN DANKET

In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

The Greeting
Grace, mercy and peace
from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ
be with you

and also with you.
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Words of Welcome

Prayers of Penitence
Jesus, like a mother you gather your people to you;
you are gentle with us as a mother with her children.
Often you weep over our sins and our pride,
tenderly you draw us from hatred and judgement.

Silence is kept.

Come, let us return to the Lord and say:

Lord our God,

in our sin we have avoided your call.

Our love for you is like a morning cloud,

like the dew that goes away early.

Have mercy on us;

deliver us from judgement;

bind up our wounds and revive us;

in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

A setting of the ‘Kyrie’ is sung.

Lord have mercy,

Lord have mercy.
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Christ have mercy,

Christ have mercy.

Lord have mercy,

Lord have mercy.

The president says:

May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

The Collect
The president introduces a period of silent prayer with the words ‘Let us pray’.

God of compassion,
whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary,
shared the life of a home in Nazareth,
and on the cross drew the whole human family to himself:
strengthen us in our daily living
that in joy and sorrow
we may know the power of your presence
to bind together and to heal;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
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one God, now and for ever.

Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word
Please sit.

A reading from the First Book of Samuel.

They rose early in the morning and worshipped before
the Lord; then they went back to their house at Ramah.
Elkanah knew his wife Hannah, and the Lord
remembered her. In due time Hannah conceived and
bore a son. She named him Samuel, for she said, “I have
asked him of the Lord.”

The man Elkanah and all his household went up to offer
to the Lord the yearly sacrifice and to pay his vow. But
Hannah did not go up, for she said to her husband, “As
soon as the child is weaned, I will bring him, that he may
appear in the presence of the Lord and remain there
forever; I will offer him as a nazirite for all time.” Her
husband Elkanah said to her, “Do what seems best to
you; wait until you have weaned him; only, may the Lord
establish your word.” So the woman remained and
nursed her son until she weaned him. When she had
weaned him, she took him up with her, along with a
three-year-old bull, an ephah of flour, and a skin of wine.
She brought him to the house of the Lord at Shiloh, and
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the child was young. Then they slaughtered the bull and
brought the child to Eli. And she said, “Oh, my lord! As
you live, my lord, I am the woman who was standing
here in your presence praying to the Lord. For this child
I prayed, and the Lord has granted me the petition that I
made to him. Therefore I have lent him to the Lord; as
long as he lives, he is given to the Lord.” And they
worshipped the Lord there.

1 Samuel 1.20-end

This is the word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Please stand as the gradual hymn is sung. During the hymn a procession will make
its way to the centre of the nave from where the Gospel for the day is read. To
symbolise our desire to turn to Christ in our daily lives, at the end of the hymn we
remain standing and turn to face the place where the Gospel is proclaimed.

Hymn

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord:

Unnumbered blessings, give my spirit voice;

Tender to me the promise of his word;

In God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice.
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Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his name:

Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done;

His mercy sure, from age to age the same;

His holy name, the Lord, the mighty one.

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might:

Pow’rs and dominions lay their glory by;

Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight,

The hungry fed, the humble lifted high.

Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word:

Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure.

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord

To children’s children and for evermore.

Words: Timothy Dudley-Smith (b. 1926)
Music: Walter Greatorex (1877-1949)

Hymn Tune: WOODLANDS

Gospel Reading
An acclamation is said to herald the Gospel.

Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory.
The Lord is a great God,
O that today you would listen to his voice.
Harden not your hearts.

cf Psalm 95.3,8
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Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

The child’s father and mother were amazed at what was
being said about Jesus. Then Simeon blessed them and
said to his mother Mary,

‘This child is destined for the falling and the rising of
many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so
that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed – and a
sword will pierce your own soul too.’

 Luke 2.33-35

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Please sit after the preacher leads us in prayer.

Affirmation of Faith
Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God.
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Though he was divine,

he did not cling to equality with God,

but made himself nothing.

Taking the form of a slave,

he was born in human likeness.

He humbled himself

and was obedient to death,

even the death of the cross.

Therefore God has raised him on high,

and given him the name above every name:

that at the name of Jesus

every knee should bow,

and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.

Amen.

cf Philippians 2.6-11

Prayers of Intercession
Following an invitation to pray from the intercessor we kneel or sit to pray.

The response to the bidding.

Lord, in your mercy.

Hear our prayer.



10

Then at the end.

Merciful Father,

Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,
Our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

The Liturgy of the Sacrament
Please stand with the president.

The Peace

Jesus, like a mother you gather your people to you.

The peace of the Lord be always with you

and also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

This is usually a handshake shared with those near you.

Preparation of the Table

The table is prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it.

A hymn is sung. During this hymn a collection, our financial offering in support of the
work of the church both at St. Mary’s and across our diocese, is taken.
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Hymn

Angel-voices ever singing

Round thy throne of light,

Angel-harps for ever ringing,

Rest not day nor night;

Thousands only live to bless thee

And confess thee

Lord of might.

Thou who art beyond the farthest

Mortal eye can scan,

Can it be that thou regardest

Songs of sinful man?

Can we know that thou art near us,

And wilt hear us?

Yea, we can.

For we know that thou rejoicest

O’er each work of thine;

Thou didst ears and hands and voices

For thy praise design;

Craftsman’s art and music’s measure

For thy pleasure

All combine.
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In thy house, great God, we offer

Of thine own to thee;

And for thine acceptance proffer

All unworthily

Hearts and minds and hands and voices

In our choicest

Psalmody.

Honour, glory, might and merit

Thine shall ever be,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit,

Blessèd Trinity.

Of the best which thou hast given

Earth and heaven

Render thee.

Francis Pott (1832-1909)
Music: Edwin George Monk (1819-1900)

Hymn Tune: ANGEL VOICES

Taking of the Bread and Wine

God of our journey,
as we walk with you on your path of obedience,
sustain us on our way and lead us to your glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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The Eucharistic Prayer

Please kneel or sit.

The Lord is here.

His Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give thanks and praise.

Cradling God, we thank and praise you
because like a mother you brought all things into being.
Through trial and truth-telling, touch and tenderness
you nurtured a people
and led them in the ways of justice and peace.
When the time came
for you to dwell among us in flesh and blood,
your Holy Spirit called a woman to be the godbearer,
that in her we may behold
that our bodies could bring forth your glory.
And so we join with angels and archangels
and all the household of heaven
to sing the song of your eternal joy.
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Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might.

Heav’n and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessèd is he, O blessèd is he

who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.

Redeeming God, you called a woman
to be closest to your Son at the moment of his nativity,
at the place of his crucifixion
and in the wonder of his resurrection.
Like a mother hen gathering her chicks
you draw the weary, the lost and the betrayed
to the abundant table of your kingdom.
Send your Holy Spirit on your church,
that it may radiate gladness as its destiny with you.
By that same Spirit, sanctify this bread and this cup
that they may be for us
the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Who, at supper with his disciples
took bread, gave you thanks, broke the bread,
and gave it to them, saying,
‘Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.’

After supper he took the cup.
Again he gave you thanks,
and gave it to his disciples, saying,
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‘Drink this, all of you:
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.’

Great is the mystery of faith:

Christ has died:

Christ is risen:

Christ will come again.

Yearning God, bless every mother
who gives and does not count the cost,
who toils and does not seek for rest,
who labours and does not ask for any reward,
save that of knowing that she does your will.
Visit and heal the sadness of those
whose calling to be a mother has not been fulfilled.
Transfigure the distress
of any whose experience of raising a child
has meant a sword has pieced their own heart.
Come close to all who find
they cannot look upon a parent
with either gratitude or grace.
Hasten the day when the holy city descends
like a bride prepared for you,
when all desires are known
and from you no secrets are hid,
ever-living, ever-giving God,
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Trinity of mercy and love.

Amen.

Silence is kept.

The Lord’s Prayer

Lord Jesus, remember us in your kingdom
and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation;

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power and the glory,

for ever and ever.

Amen.
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Breaking of the Bread

The president breaks the consecrated bread.

Every time we eat this bread
and drink this cup
we proclaim the Lord’s death
until he comes.

The Agnus Dei is sung as the bread is broken for distribution.

Lamb of God,

you take away the sins of the world,

have mercy on us.

Lamb of God,

you take away the sins of the world,

have mercy on us.

Lamb of God,

you take away the sins of the world,

grant us peace.

Invitation to Communion

Jesus is the Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world.
Blessed are those who are called to his supper.

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,
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but only say the word, and I shall be healed.

The president and people receive communion. All baptised Christians are welcome to
receive the sacrament. Please follow the guidance offered by the stewards.

If you are not baptised, or would prefer to not receive then do still come forward for
a blessing bringing this book with you so the president knows your intention.

The sacrament is available in both kinds, however if you wish to only receive the
bread please do so and then return to your place. Receiving in one kind is still
considered to be full communion by the Church of England. Please do not dip bread
in the wine (sometimes called ‘intincting’).

To the words “The Body/Blood of Christ” the communicant replies “Amen”.

For those at home it might be helpful to use this prayer during the distribution.

God made known
in the strength and vulnerability of birth,
the joy and pain of motherhood,
in nights of sleepless love,
and inner ocean’s flow,
in demands without number
and questions without answer:
give us gratitude for the women who carried us,
for the carers who nurture us
and for the chance to pass on life to others;
through Jesus Christ, Mary’s child.
Amen.

Choir Anthem

‘Magnificat’
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My soul doth magnify the Lord:

And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.

For he hath regarded:

the lowliness of his hand-maiden.

For behold, from henceforth:

All generations shall call me blessèd.

For he that is mighty hath magnified me:

And holy is his Name.

And his mercy is on them that fear him:

Throughout all generations.

He hath shewèd strength with his arm:

He hath scattered the proud

in the imagination of their hearts.

He hath put down the mighty from their seat:

And hath exalted the humble and meek.

He hath fillèd the hungry with good things:

And the rich he hath sent empty away.

He remembering his mercy

hath holpen his servant Israel:
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As he promised to our forefathers

Abraham and his seed for ever.

Glory be to the Father:

And to the Son and to the Holy Ghost:

As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be:

World without end. Amen.

Words: The Magnificat is the song of praise Mary sang after learning that she
would give birth to Jesus, as recounted in Luke’s gospel (1.46)

Music: Samuel Wesley (1766-1837)

The following communion hymns may be sung during the distribution as time allows.
Please remain seated.

For the beauty of the earth,

For the beauty of the skies,

For the love which from our birth

Over and around us lies:

Lord of all, to thee we raise

This our sacrifice of praise.

For the beauty of each hour

Of the day and of the night,

Hill and vale and tree and flow’r,

Sun and moon and stars of light:

Lord of all, to thee we raise

This our sacrifice of praise.
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For the joy of human love,

Brother, sister, parent, child,

Friends on earth, and friends above,

Pleasures pure and undefiled:

Lord of all, to thee we raise

This our sacrifice of praise.

For each perfect gift of thine,

To our race so freely giv’n,

Graces human and divine,

Flow’rs of earth and buds of heav’n:

Lord of all, to thee we raise

This our sacrifice of praise.

For thy Church which evermore

Lifteth holy hands above,

Off’ring up on ev’ry shore

Her pure sacrifice of love:

Lord of all, to thee we raise

This our sacrifice of praise.

Words: Folliot Sandford Pierpoint (1835-1917)
Music: Geoffrey Shaw (1879-1943)

adapted from a folk song
Hymn Tune: ENGLAND’S LANE
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All for Jesus! All for Jesus!

This our song shall ever be;

For we have no hope nor Saviour

If we have not hope in thee.

All for Jesus! thou wilt give us

Strength to serve thee hour by hour:

None can move us from thy presence

Whilst we trust thy love and pow’r.

All for Jesus! at thine altar

Thou dost give us sweet content;

There, dear Saviour, we receive thee

In thy holy sacrament.

All for Jesus! thou hast loved us,

All for Jesus! thou hast died,

All for Jesus! thou art with us,

All for Jesus, glorified!

All for Jesus! All for Jesus!

This the Church’s song shall be,

Till at last the flock is gathered

One in love, and one in thee.



23

Words: William John Sparrow-Simpson (18591952)
Music: John Stainer (1840-1901)

Hymn Tune: ALL FOR JESUS

For Mary, mother of our Lord,

God’s holy name be praised,

Who first the Son of God adored,

As on her child she gazed.

The angel Gabriel brought the word

She should Christ’s mother be;

Our Lady, handmaid of the Lord,

Made answer willingly.

The heav’nly call she thus obeyed,

And so God’s will was done;

The second Eve love’s answer made

Which our redemption won.

She gave her body for God’s shrine,

Her heart to piercing pain,

And knew the cost of love divine

When Jesus Christ was slain.
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Dear Mary, from your lowliness

And home in Galilee,

There comes a joy and holiness

To ev’ry family.

Hail, Mary, you are full of grace,

Above all women blest;

And blest your Son, whom your embrace

In birth and death confessed.

Words: John Raphael Peacey (1896-1971)
Music: Gordon Slater (1896-1979)

Hymn Tune: SAINT BOTOLPH

The Post Communion Prayer

Please stand with the president who introduces a time of silent prayer with the
words ‘Let us pray’.

Loving God,
as a mother feeds her children at the breast
you feed us in this sacrament
with the food and drink of eternal life:

help us who have tasted your goodness
to grow in grace within the household of faith;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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Blessing of the Flowers
Daffodils, kindly supplied by the Co-op are presented to the president for this prayer
of blessing and are then distributed amongst the congregation.

God, our Mother and Father
whose love surrounds us daily
we pray you bless these flowers
that they might be tokens of your love
and symbols of hope
giving joy to those who give and receive
we ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Hymn

Let all the world in ev’ry corner sing,

My God and King!

The heav’ns are not too high,

His praise may thither fly;

The earth is not too low,

His praises there may grow.

Let all the world in ev’ry corner sing,

My God and King!
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Let all the world in ev’ry corner sing,

My God and King!

The Church with psalms must shout,

No door can keep them out;

But, above all, the heart

Must bear the longest part.

Let all the world in ev’ry corner sing,

My God and King!

Words: George Herbert (1593-1633)
Music: Basil Harwood (1859-1949)

Hymn Tune: LUCKINGTON

The Dismissal

The Blessing

Jesus, by your dying we are born to new life;
by your anguish and labour we come forth in joy
and the blessing of God Almighty
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit
rest upon you and those whom you love
now and always.

Amen.

Go in the peace of Christ.

Thanks be to God.
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