Where all find a welcome and are nurtured in their journey with Christ.

Fifth Sunday after Trinity
Sunday 12 July 2020
10.00 am

Join us online
Visit whitkirkchurch.org.uk/live on your computer,
tablet or mobile phone to watch this service.

Stay up to date
Sign up to get our weekly email with notices, news and
more at whitkirkchurch.org.uk/notices-email.

Stay in touch
If you need extra support during this time or even if you
just want to say hello you can always get in touch with us.
Call 0113 264 5790.
Email hello@whitkirkchurch.org.uk.

Find out more
You can find the latest on what St Mary’s Church
is doing through the coronavirus outbreak on our
website, along with links to the latest from the
Church of England, the Diocese of Leeds and official
advice at whitkirkchurch.org.uk/coronavirus.

The Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with you
and also with you.
We come from scattered lives to meet with God
Let us recognise his presence with us.
Silence is kept.
As God’s people we have gathered:
let us worship him together.

Words of Welcome and Introduction
Hymn
O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness;
bow down before him, his glory proclaim;
with gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness,
kneel and adore him: the Lord is his name.
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Low at his feet lay thy burden of carefulness:
high on his heart he will bear it for thee,
comfort thy sorrows, and answer thy prayerfulness,
guiding thy steps as may best for thee be.
Fear not to enter his courts in the slenderness
of the poor wealth thou wouldst reckon as thine:
truth in its beauty, and love in its tenderness,
these are the off’rings to lay on his shrine.
These, though we bring them in trembling and fearfulness,
he will accept for the name that is dear;
mornings of joy give for evenings of tearfulness,
trust for our trembling and hope for our fear.
O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness;
bow down before him, his glory proclaim;
with gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness,
kneel and adore him: the Lord is his name.
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Prayers of Penitence
What God has prepared for those who love him,
he has revealed to us through the Spirit;
for the Spirit searches everything.
Therefore, let us in penitence open our hearts to the Lord,
who has prepared good things for those who love him.
cf 1 Corinthians 2: 9

Most merciful God,
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
we confess that we have sinned
in thought, word and deed.
We have not loved you with our whole heart.
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
In your mercy
forgive what we have been,
help us to amend what we are,
and direct what we shall be;
that we may do justly,
love mercy,
and walk humbly with you, our God.
Amen.
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May the God of love and power
forgive you and free you from your sins,
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit,
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Collect
For The Fifth Sunday after Trinity
Let us pray.
Silence is kept.
Almighty and everlasting God,
by whose Spirit the whole body of the Church
is governed and sanctified:
hear our prayer which we offer for all your faithful people,
that in their vocation and ministry
they may serve you in holiness and truth
to the glory of your name;
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.
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Reading from the Bible
A reading from the book of Genesis.
These are the descendants of Isaac, Abraham’s
son: Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac
was forty years old when he married Rebekah,
daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of Paddanaram, sister of Laban the Aramean.
Isaac prayed to the Lord for his wife, because
she was barren; and the Lord granted his prayer,
and his wife Rebekah conceived. The children
struggled together within her; and she said, “If it
is to be this way, why do I live?”
So she went to inquire of the Lord. And the Lord
said to her,
“Two nations are in your womb, and two peoples
born of you shall be divided the one shall be
stronger than the other, the elder shall serve the
younger.”
When her time to give birth was at hand, there
were twins in her womb.
The first came out red, all his body like a hairy
mantle; so they named him Esau. Afterward his
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brother came out, with his hand gripping Esau’s
heel; so he was named Jacob. Isaac was sixty
years old when she bore them.
When the boys grew up, Esau was a skilful
hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob was a
quiet man, living in tents. Isaac loved Esau,
because he was fond of game; but Rebekah loved
Jacob.
Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came
in from the field, and he was famished. Esau said
to Jacob, “Let me eat some of that red stuff, for I
am famished!” (Therefore he was called Edom.)
Jacob said, “First sell me your birthright.”
Esau said, “I am about to die; of what use is a
birthright to me?” Jacob said, “Swear to me first.”
So he swore to him, and sold his birthright to
Jacob. Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil
stew, and he ate and drank, and rose and went
his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright.
Genesis 25.19-end

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

6

Hymn
Now the green blade riseth from the buried grain,
wheat that in the dark earth many days has lain;
Love lives again, that with the dead has been;
Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green.
In the grave they laid him, Love by hatred slain,
thinking that never he would wake again,
laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen:
Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green.
Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain,
he that for three days in the grave had lain;
quick from the dead, my risen Lord is seen:
Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green.
When our hearts are wintry, grieving or in pain,
thy touch can call us back to life again;
fields of our hearts, that dead and bare have been:
Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green.
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Gospel
Alleluia, alleluia.
We do not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.
Alleluia.
cf Matthew 4: 4

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
That same day Jesus went out of the house and
sat beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered
around him that he got into a boat and sat there,
while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And
he told them many things in parables, saying:
“Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he
sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the
birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on
rocky ground, where they did not have much
soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had
no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they
were scorched; and since they had no root, they
withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns,
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and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other
seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain,
some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let
anyone with ears listen!”
“Hear then the parable of the sower. When
anyone hears the word of the kingdom and
does not understand it, the evil one comes and
snatches away what is sown in the heart; this
is what was sown on the path. As for what was
sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears
the word and immediately receives it with joy;
yet such a person has no root, but endures only
for a while, and when trouble or persecution
arises on account of the word, that person
immediately falls away. As for what was sown
among thorns, this is the one who hears the
word, but the cares of the world and the lure of
wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing.
But as for what was sown on good soil, this is
the one who hears the word and understands it,
who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case
a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another
thirty.”
Matthew (13.1-9,18-23)
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This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
An Affirmation of Faith
Let us declare our faith in God.
We believe in God the Father,
from whom every family
in heaven and on earth is named.
We believe in God the Son,
who lives in our hearts through faith,
and fills us with his love.
We believe in God the Holy Spirit,
who strengthens us
with power from on high.
We believe in one God;
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Prayers of intercession
Ending with...
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United with the Church across the world, let us pray with
confidence using the words our Saviour taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.
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Hymn
Let there be love shared among us,
let there be love in our eyes.
May now your love sweep this nation;
cause us, O Lord, to arise.
Give us a fresh understanding,
brotherly love that is real.
Let there be love shared among us,
let there be love.
Let there be peace shared among us,
let there be peace in our eyes.
May now your peace sweep this nation;
cause us, O Lord, to arise.
Give us a fresh understanding,
sisterly love that is real.
Let there be peace shared among us,
let there be peace.
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Let there be hope shared among us,
let there be hope in our eyes.
May now your hope sweep this nation;
cause us, O Lord, to arise.
Give us a fresh understanding,
brotherly love that is real.
Let there be hope shared among us,
let there be hope.

Closing Prayer and Responses
Let us pray
Silence is kept.
Grant, O Lord, we beseech you,
that the course of this world may be so peaceably ordered
by your governance,
that your Church may joyfully serve you
in all godly quietness;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
The love of God has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.
We dwell in him and he in us.
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Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his name,
make known his deeds among the peoples.
Sing to him, sing praises to him,
and speak of all his marvellous works.
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God almighty,
who was and is and is to come.
In darkness and in light,
in trouble and in joy,
help us, heavenly Father,
to trust your love,
to serve your purpose,
and to praise your name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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Hymn
Come down, O Love divine,
seek thou this soul of mine,
and visit it with thine own ardour glowing;
O Comforter, draw near,
within my heart appear,
and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing.
O let it freely burn,
till earthly passions turn
to dust and ashes in its heat consuming;
and let thy glorious light
shine ever on my sight,
and clothe me round, the while my path illuming.
Let holy charity
mine outward vesture be,
and lowliness become mine inner clothing;
true lowliness of heart,
which takes the humbler part,
and o’er its own shortcomings weeps with loathing.

15

The Blessing
May God, who in Christ gives us a spring of water welling
up to eternal life, perfect in you the image of his glory;
and the blessing of God Almighty
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit
rest upon you, your homes and those whom you love
this day and always.
Amen.
We go into the world
to walk in God’s light,
to rejoice in God’s love
and to reflect God’s glory.
Go in the peace of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
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“Now The Green Blade Riseth”
Words by John MacLeod Campbell Crum
Reproduced by permission from The Oxford Book of Carols
© 1928 Oxford University Press
“Let There Be Love’”
Words by Dave Bilbrough
© 1979 Thankyou Music
“Come Down, O Love Divine”
Verse 4 music arr. Ian Tracey and published by Kevin Mayhew.
CCL licence: 668063
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Please join us for a drink and a chat after the
service in our virtual meeting space.
whitkirkchurch.org.uk/meet/coffee
or join by phone
Call: 020 3957 2953
PIN: 584 274 869 #
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