
Where all find a welcome and are nurtured in their journey with Christ.

Fifteenth Sunday 
after Trinity
Sunday 20 September 2020
10.00 am



Join us online
Visit whitkirkchurch.org.uk/live on your computer, 
tablet or mobile phone to watch this service.

Stay up to date
Sign up to get our weekly email with notices, news and 
more at whitkirkchurch.org.uk/notices-email.

Stay in touch
If you need extra support during this time or even if you 
just want to say hello you can always get in touch with us.

Call 0113 264 5790.

Email hello@whitkirkchurch.org.uk.

Find out more
You can find the latest on what St Mary’s Church 
is doing through the coronavirus outbreak on our 
website, along with links to the latest from the 
Church of England, the Diocese of Leeds and official 
advice at whitkirkchurch.org.uk/coronavirus.
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The Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you

and also with you.

We come from scattered lives to meet with God. 
Let us recognise his presence with us.

Silence is kept.

As God’s people we have gathered:

let us worship him together.

Words of Welcome and Introduction

Hymn

Teach me, my God and King, 
in all things thee to see; 
and what I do in anything 
to do it as for thee:
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A man that looks on glass, 
on it may stay his eye; 
or, if he pleaseth, through it pass, 
and then the heav’n espy.

All may of thee partake; 
nothing can be so mean 
which, with his tincture, ‘For thy sake’, 
will not grow bright and clean.

A servant with this clause 
makes drudgery divine; 
who sweeps a room, as for thy laws, 
makes that and the action fine.

This is the famous stone 
that turneth all to gold; 
for that which God doth touch and own 
cannot for less be told.
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Prayers of Penitence

What God has prepared for those who love him, 
he has revealed to us through the Spirit; 
for the Spirit searches everything. 
Therefore, let us in penitence open our hearts to the Lord, 
who has prepared good things for those who love him.

cf 1 Corinthians 2: 9

Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy 
forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, 
love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God.

Amen.
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May the God of love and power 
forgive us and free us from our sins, 
heal and strengthen us by his Spirit, 
and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Collect

For the Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity

Let us pray.

Silence is kept.

God, who in generous mercy 
sent the Holy Spirit upon your Church 
in the burning fire of your love: 
grant that, always abiding in you, 
they may be found steadfast in faith 
and active in service; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.

Amen.
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Reading from the Bible

A reading from St. Paul’s Letter to the Philippians.

For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain.

If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful 

labour for me; and I do not know which I prefer.

I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is 

to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; 

but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for 

you.

Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will 

remain and continue with all of you for your 

progress and joy in faith, so that I may share 

abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when 

I come to you again.

Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the 

gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and 

see you or am absent and hear about you, I will 

know that you are standing firm in one spirit, 

striving side by side with one mind for the faith 

of the gospel, and are in no way intimidated by 

your opponents.
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For them this is evidence of their destruction, but 

of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. For he 

has graciously granted you the privilege not only 

of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him 

as well – since you are having the same struggle 

that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.

Philippians 1.21-end

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Hymn

For the fruits of his creation, 
thanks be to God; 
for his gifts to ev’ry nation, 
thanks be to God; 
for the ploughing, sowing, reaping, 
silent growth while we are sleeping, 
future needs in earth’s safe keeping, 
thanks be to God.
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In the just reward of labour,  
God’s will is done; 
in the help we give our neighbour,  
God’s will is done; 
in our world-wide task of caring 
for the hungry and despairing, 
in the harvests we are sharing,  
God’s will is done.

For the harvests of his Spirit, 
thanks be to God; 
for the good we all inherit, 
thanks be to God; 
for the wonders that astound us, 
for the truths that still confound us, 
most of all, that love has found us, 
thanks be to God.

Gospel

Alleluia, alleluia.
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We do not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.

Alleluia.

cf Matthew 4: 4

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said to his disciples:

‘The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who 

went out early in the morning to hire labourers 

for his vineyard. After agreeing with the 

labourers for the usual daily wage, he sent them 

into his vineyard.

When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw 

others standing idle in the market-place; and he 

said to them, “You also go into the vineyard, and I 

will pay you whatever is right.”

So they went.

When he went out again about noon and about 

three o’clock, he did the same.
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And about five o’clock he went out and found 

others standing around; and he said to them, 

“Why are you standing here idle all day?” They 

said to him, “Because no one has hired us.” He 

said to them, “You also go into the vineyard.”

When evening came, the owner of the vineyard 

said to his manager, “Call the labourers and give 

them their pay, beginning with the last and then 

going to the first.” When those hired about five 

o’clock came, each of them received the usual 

daily wage.

Now when the first came, they thought they 

would receive more; but each of them also 

received the usual daily wage. And when 

they received it, they grumbled against the 

landowner, saying, “These last worked only 

one hour, and you have made them equal to us 

who have borne the burden of the day and the 

scorching heat.”

But he replied to one of them, “Friend, I am doing 

you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the 

usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and 

go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give 

to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with 
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what belongs to me? Or are you envious because 

I am generous?”

So the last will be first, and the first will be last.’

Matthew 20.1-16

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

An Affirmation of Faith

Let us declare our faith in God.

We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 
We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 



11

who strengthens us 
with power from on high. 
We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Led by Jean Bradley, and ending with...

United with the Church across the world, let us pray with 
confidence using the words our Saviour taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.

Amen.
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Hymn

Dear Lord and Father of mankind, 
forgive our foolish ways! 
re-clothe us in our rightful mind, 
in purer lives thy service find, 
in deeper rev’rence, praise, 
in deeper rev’rence, praise.

In simple trust like theirs who heard, 
beside the Syrian sea, 
the gracious calling of the Lord, 
let us, like them, without a word, 
rise up and follow thee, 
rise up and follow thee.

O Sabbath rest by Galilee! 
O calm of hills above, 
where Jesus knelt to share with thee 
the silence of eternity, 
interpreted by love! 
Interpreted by love!
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Drop thy still dews of quietness, 
till all our strivings cease; 
take from our souls the strain and stress, 
and let our ordered lives confess 
the beauty of thy peace, 
the beauty of thy peace.

Breathe through the heats of our desire 
thy coolness and thy balm; 
let sense be dumb, let flesh retire; 
speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire, 
O still small voice of calm! 
O still small voice of calm!

Closing Prayer and Responses

Let us pray

Silence is kept.

Keep, O Lord, your Church, with your perpetual mercy; 
and, because without you our human frailty cannot but fail, 
keep us ever by your help from all things hurtful, 
and lead us to all things profitable to our salvation, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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The love of God has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.

We dwell in him and he in us.

Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his name,

make known his deeds among the peoples.

Sing to him, sing praises to him,

and speak of all his marvellous works.

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God almighty,

who was and is and is to come.

In darkness and in light, 
in trouble and in joy, 
help us, heavenly Father, 
to trust your love, 
to serve your purpose, 
and to praise your name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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Hymn

Praise to the Holiest in the height, 
and in the depth be praise; 
in all his words most wonderful, 
most sure in all his ways.

O loving wisdom of our God! 
when all was sin and shame, 
a second Adam to the fight, 
and to the rescue came.

O wisest love! that flesh and blood, 
which did in Adam fail, 
should strive afresh against the foe, 
should strive and should prevail.

And that a higher gift than grace 
should flesh and blood refine, 
God’s presence and his very self, 
and essence all-divine.

And in the garden secretly, 
and on the cross on high, 
should teach his brethren, and inspire 
to suffer and to die.
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Praise to the Holiest in the height, 
and in the depth be praise; 
in all his words most wonderful, 
most sure in all his ways.

The Blessing

The love of God enfold you, 
the power of Christ protect you, 
the leading of the Spirit guide you; 
and the blessing of God Almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 
Be among you and remain with you always.

Amen.

We go into the world 
to walk in God’s light, 
to rejoice in God’s love 
and to reflect God’s glory.

Go in the peace of Christ.

Thanks be to God.



17

“For the fruits of his creation” 

Words © Stainer & Bell Ltd 

Music © Francis Jackson

“Andante” 

J H Fiocco arr. N Rawsthorne 

© 1991 Kevin Mayhew Ltd

CCL licence: 668063
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