
 

 

Where all find a welcome and are nurtured in their journey with Christ. 

Sung Eucharist 

Advent Sunday 

 

 



 

Welcome to St Mary’s 

 Please sanitise your hands 

Please clean your hands using the provided hand sanitiser when 

entering and leaving the building. 

 Masks welcome 

If you feel more comfortable wearing a face covering, please do 

so. If you’ve forgotten a face covering and would like one, please 

speak to a member of our team. 

 Keeping your distance 

If you want to keep some extra space between yourself and 

others, we recommend sitting in our physically distanced pews at 

the north side of the building. 

 Communion is your choice 

Communion is available as both bread and wine, but if you wish 

to only receive the bread please do so and then return to your 

seat. Receiving only the bread is still considered to be full 

communion by the Church of England. 

🤝 Handshakes optional 

When we offer each other a sign of peace you’re welcome to 

share a handshake, but remember that some people may not be 

comfortable with this and will instead simply nod or wave. 



 

🗩 Follow the instructions of our stewards 

Please follow all instructions from our stewards, especially during 

communion. 

 Hearing loop available 

Our building is fitted with an inductive loop system which can be 

picked up by setting hearing aids to the “T” position. 

 Support our work 

St Mary’s is a charity which receives no funding from the 

government and is entirely dependent on donations and fees to 

keep its doors open, continue its work in the community, and 

maintain its buildings and outdoor spaces. 

If you would like to donate to support us you can give during the 

service as giving plates are passed around. Alternatively, you can 

place your offering in the plate by the door as you leave, or tap 

your contactless card or device. 

You can also donate online by card or directly from 

your bank by scanning this QR Code with your camera 

or by visiting wkrk.uk/donate. 

If you'd like to give in some other way, find out more about 

planned giving, or learn how we use donations then please ask a 

member of our team. 

  



 

Other services this week 

Churches Together Advent Carol Service 

Today at 6.00 pm at St James the Great, Manston 

Said Eucharist 

Wednesday 30 November at 10.00 am 

Christmas at Whitkirk 

Messy Church Christingle Service 

Sunday 11 December at 4.00 pm 

Festival of Lessons and Carols 

Sunday 18 December at 6.00 pm 

Family Crib Service 

Saturday 24 December at 5.00 pm 

Midnight Eucharist with Carols 

Saturday 24 December at 11.30 pm 

Christmas Day Eucharist with Carols 

Sunday 25 December at 10.00 am 



 

Notices and events 

Posada 

Posada is a Spanish word that means “inn”, and is also the title for a 

Mexican Advent celebration in which two young people dressed as 

Mary and Joseph travelled from house to house in their village to 

proclaim the imminent arrival of Jesus and ask that the newborn baby 

be given a room. On Christmas Eve they would re-enact a community 

play and bring figures of Mary and Joseph to be placed in a crib at 

church.  

This idea has been updated so that nativity figures travel round the 

parish from place to place, staying at a different house every night, and 

finally returning to church for the Crib Service on Christmas Eve. Our 

church has Mary and Joseph figures which travel around the parish 

during Advent, visiting a different home every day. Mary and Joseph's 

journey through the parish reminds us that we need to make room for 

Jesus in our lives, homes and communities. The figures will be blessed 

and given to the first home after the sermon today. 

Help boost our Christmas flower displays 

Can you imagine St Mary's without flowers at Christmas? We can't, and 

that's why we're asking if you're able to boost our displays with a small 

donation to help cover the costs. 

If you want to target your donation toward our flowers, you can pass it 

directly to Shelagh, Dave or Alistair, make a donation to our bank 

account as usual with FLOWERS as the reference, or head 

to wkrk.uk/df to donate online. 



 

Churches Together Advent Service 

Today at 4.00 pm 

St James the Great, Manston 

You're invited to join Churches Together for an advent service at St 

James's, Manston. Everyone is welcome, with light refreshments after 

the service. 

Pints of View 

This Thursday 1 December at 7.30 pm 

The Brown Cow 

Come and join us in the pub as we chat abo ut how Christianity relates 

to the rest of our lives. From events in the news to how prayer can 

help us grow, exploring the deeper meaning of the Eucharist to 

unpacking just what happens when we celebrate Christmas. Every 

meeting is open to anyone, no matter if you've come before or you're 

totally new. 

Family Crib Service 

Saturday 24 December at 5.00 pm 

St Mary's Church, Whitkirk 

Come and join us as we celebrate the Baby Jesus in the manger on 

Christmas Eve. 

All are welcome to our annual crib service with loads of familiar carols - 

an excellent way for children and families to get together and celebrate 

the true meaning of Christmas. 

You are also warmly invited to dress as your favourite characters in the 

Christmas story - why not come as an angel, Mary, Joseph, a sheep, or 

even an innkeeper? 
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The Gathering 

Our worship begins at the sound of the bell, please stand as the sacred 

ministers enter, during which the introit hymn is sung. 

Hark! a herald voice is calling: 

‘Christ is nigh!’ it seems to say; 

‘Cast away the dreams of darkness, 

O ye children of the day!’ 

Startled by the solemn warning, 

Let the earth-bound soul arise; 

Christ, her sun, all sloth dispelling, 

Shines upon the morning skies. 

Lo, the Lamb, so long expected, 

Comes with pardon down from heav’n; 

Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 

One and all to be forgiv’n. 

So when next he comes with glory, 

Wrapping all the earth in fear, 

May he then, as our defender, 

On the clouds of heav’n appear. 
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Honour, glory, virtue, merit, 

To the Father and the Son, 

With the co-eternal Spirit, 

While unending ages run. 

Words: 6th century 

translated by E. Caswall (1824-1878) 

Music: W. H. Monk (1823-1889) 

Hymn Tune: MERTON 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

The Greeting 

Grace, mercy and peace 

from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you 

and also with you. 

Words of Welcome  

Invitation to Confession  

A voice cries out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the 

Lord’. So let us listen, and turn to the Lord in penitence and faith. 
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Silence is kept. 

Heavenly Father, 

you have created a universe of light: 

forgive us when we return to darkness. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, 

you are the light of the world: 

cleanse and heal our blinded sight. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Holy Spirit, 

you give us light in our hearts: 

renew us in faith and love. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

A setting of the ‘Kyrie eleison’ is sung by the Choir. 
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The president says: 

Almighty God, 

who in Jesus Christ has given us 

a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, 

forgive us our sins, 

open our eyes to God’s truth, 

strengthen us to do God’s will 

and give us the joy of his kingdom, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

The Collect 

The president introduces a period of silent prayer with the words ‘Let us pray’.  

Almighty God, 

give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 

and to put on the armour of light, 

now in the time of this mortal life, 

in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; 

that on the last day, 

when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 

to judge the living and the dead, 

we may rise to the life immortal; 

through him who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 

Please sit. 

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah. 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I 

will fulfil the promise I made to the house of 

Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at 

that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring 

up for David; and he shall execute justice and 

righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will 

be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this 

is the name by which it will be called: ‘The Lord is 

our righteousness.’ 

Jeremiah 33.14-16 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Please stand as the gradual hymn is sung. At the end of the hymn, we remain 

standing and turn to face the place where the Gospel is proclaimed. 

Jesus, where-er thy people meet, 

There they behold thy mercy-seat; 

Where-er they seek thee thou art found, 

And ev’ry place is hallowed ground. 
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For thou, within no walls confined, 

Inhabitest the humble mind; 

Such ever bring thee when they come, 

And, going, take thee to their home. 

Dear Shepherd of thy chosen few, 

Thy former mercies here renew; 

Here to our waiting hearts proclaim 

The sweetness of thy saving name. 

Here may we prove the pow’r of prayer 

To strengthen faith and sweeten care, 

To teach our faint desires to rise, 

And bring all heav’n before our eyes. 

Lord, we are few, but thou art near; 

Nor short thine arm, nor deaf thine ear; 

O rend the heav’ns, come quickly down, 

And make a thousand hearts thine own. 

Words: W. Cowper (1731-1800) 

Music: W. Knapp (1698-1768) 

Tune: WAREHAM 

Gospel Reading 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight, 

and all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

cf Isaiah 40.3-5  
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Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus spoke to his disciples: ‘About that day and 

hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, 

nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days 

of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son 

of Man. For as in those days before the flood they 

were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 

marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and 

they knew nothing until the flood came and 

swept them all away, so too will be the coming of 

the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one 

will be taken and one will be left. Two women 

will be grinding meal together; one will be taken 

and one will be left. 

Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on 

what day your Lord is coming. But understand 

this: if the owner of the house had known in 

what part of the night the thief was coming, he 

would have stayed awake and would not have let 

his house be broken into. Therefore you also 

must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 

unexpected hour.’ 

Matthew 24.36-44 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sermon 

Please sit after the preacher leads us in prayer. At the end of the sermon, the 

Posada set (see the notices for more information) is blessed and given to the 

first home receiving them using these words. 

Lord God our Father, 

we give you thanks and praise  

for this season of Advent.  

As Mary and Joseph journeyed to Bethlehem 

we pray you bless our journey through this season  

and these Posada figures  

that as they are welcomed into homes in our parish  

they will help us make ready for the coming of your Son 

our Saviour, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Those receiving the figures respond: 

Lord God our Father,  

we receive these figures with thanks 

and pray that as we welcome them into our house 

you may visit us with your love  

and help us make space in our lives  

to welcome your Son, 

our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
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An Affirmation of Faith 

Please stand with the president. 

Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God. 

Though he was divine, 

he did not cling to equality with God, 

but made himself nothing. 

Taking the form of a slave, 

he was born in human likeness. 

He humbled himself 

and was obedient to death, 

even the death of the cross. 

Therefore God has raised him on high, 

and given him the name above every name: 

that at the name of Jesus 

every knee should bow, 

and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 

cf Philippians 2.6-11 
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Prayers of Intercession 

Following an invitation to pray from the intercessor we kneel or sit to pray. 

The response to the bidding: 

Lord, in your mercy. 

Hear our prayer. 

then at the end: 

Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

Please stand with the president. 

The Peace 

In the tender mercy of our God, 

the dayspring from on high shall break upon us, 

to give light to those who dwell in darkness 

and in the shadow of death, 

and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

cf Luke 1.78,79  
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The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

This is usually a handshake shared with those near you. 

Preparation of the Table 

The table is prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it. 

A hymn is sung. During this hymn a collection, our financial offering in support 

of the work of the church both at St. Mary’s and across our diocese, is taken. 

You can place cash or giving envelopes in the collection plates as 

they are passed around. If you would prefer, or if you miss the 

plate, you can also give by scanning this QR code, or by tapping 

your contactless card or device on the giving plate by the door as you leave.  

Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 

Longing for truth, we turn to you. 

Make us your own, your holy people, 

Light for the world to see. 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in our hearts, 

Shine through the darkness. 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in your Church gathered today. 
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Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 

Longing for hope, many despair. 

Your word alone has power to save us. 

Make us your living voice. 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in our hearts, 

Shine through the darkness. 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in your Church gathered today. 

Longing for food, many are hungry. 

Longing for water, many still thirst. 

Make us your bread, broken for others, 

Shared until all are fed. 

Christ, be our light… 

Longing for shelter, many are homeless, 

Longing for warmth, many are cold. 

Make us your building, sheltering others, 

Walls made of living stone. 

Christ, be our light… 

Many the gifts, many the people, 

Many the hearts that yearn to belong. 

Let us be servants to one another, 

Making your kingdom come. 

Christ, be our light… 

Words & Music: B. Farrell (b. 1957) 
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Taking of the Bread and Wine 

As this bread was scattered 

and then gathered and made one, 

so may your Church be gathered into your kingdom. 

Glory to you, O God, for ever. 

Wisdom has built her a house; 

she has mixed her wine; she has set her table. 

Glory to you, O God, for ever. 

Please kneel or sit. 

The Eucharistic Prayer (A) 

The Lord is here. 

His Spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
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It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and  

praise, almighty God and everlasting Father,  

through Jesus Christ your Son. 

For when he humbled himself  

to come among us in human flesh,  

he fulfilled the plan you formed  

before the foundation of the world  

to open for us the way of salvation. 

Confident that your promise will be fulfilled,  

we now watch for the day  

when Christ our Lord will come again in glory. 

And so we join our voices with angels and archangels 

and with all the company of heaven  

to proclaim your glory for ever praising you and singing: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
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Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 

through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

and as we follow his example and obey his command, 

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 

these gifts of bread and wine 

may be to us his body and his blood; 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 

took bread and gave you thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 

In the same way, after supper 

he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

he gave it to them, saying: 

Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of me. 

Therefore, heavenly Father, 

we remember his offering of himself 

made once for all upon the cross; 

we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension;  

we look for the coming of your kingdom, 

and with this bread and this cup 

we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus: 

Dying you destroyed our death, 

rising you restored our life: 

Lord Jesus, come in glory.  
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Accept through him, our great high priest, 

this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 

and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 

in the presence of your divine majesty, 

renew us by your Spirit, 

inspire us with your love 

and unite us in the body of your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Through him, and with him, and in him, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 

we worship you, Father almighty, 

in songs of everlasting praise: 

Blessing and honour and glory and power 

be yours for ever and ever. 

Amen.  

Silence is kept. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us.  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 

The president breaks the consecrated bread. 

We break this bread 

to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
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The Agnus Dei is sung as the bread is broken for distribution. 

Jesus, Lamb of God, 

have mercy on us. 

Jesus, bearer of our sins, 

have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world, 

grant us peace. 

Invitation to Communion 

Draw near with faith. 

Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 

which he gave for you, 

and his blood which he shed for you. 

Eat and drink 

in remembrance that he died for you, 

and feed on him in your hearts 

by faith with thanksgiving.  

The president and people receive communion. All baptised Christians are 

welcome to receive the sacrament. Please follow the guidance offered by the 

stewards. 

If you are not baptised, or would prefer to not receive then do still come 

forward for a blessing bringing this book with you so the president knows your 

intention. 
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The sacrament is available in both kinds, however if you wish to only receive 

the bread please do so and then return to your place. Receiving in one kind is 

still considered to be full communion by the Church of England. Please do not 

dip bread in the wine (sometimes called ‘intincting’).  

For those at home it might be helpful to use this prayer during the 

distribution. 

Come, Lord God, change us and we shall be changed. 

Come, increase our awareness of your presence. 

Come, strengthen our love for you. 

Come, fill our hearts with holiness. 

Come, awaken us to be ready and watchful for your coming. 

Come, Lord God, change us and we shall be changed; 

through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

One God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

Choir Anthem 

‘Adam lay ybounden’  

Adam lay ybounden, 

Bounden in a bond: 

Four thousand winter 

Thought he not too long. 

And all was for an apple, 

An apple that he took, 

As clerkès finden 

Written in their book. 
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Ne had the apple taken been, 

The apple taken been, 

Ne had never our lady  

A-been heavenè queen. 

Blessèd be the time 

That apple taken was. 

Therefore we moun singen: 

Deo gracias! 

Words: 15th century 

Music: P. Warlock (1894-1930) 

The following communion hymns may be sung during the distribution as time 

allows. Please remain seated.  

Please remain seated. 

Awake, awake: fling off the night! 

For God has sent his glorious light; 

And we who live in Christ’s new day 

Must works of darkness put away. 

Awake and rise, in Christ renewed, 

And with the Spirit’s pow’r endued. 

The light of life in us must glow, 

And fruits of truth and goodness show. 

Let in the light; all sin expose 

To Christ, whose life no darkness knows. 

Before his cross for guidance kneel; 

His light will judge and, judging, heal. 



 21 

Awake, and rise up from the dead, 

And Christ his light on you will shed. 

Its pow’r will wrong desires destroy, 

And your whole nature fill with joy. 

Then sing for joy, and use each day; 

Give thanks for everything alway. 

Lift up your hearts; with one accord 

Praise God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Words: J. R. Peacey (1896-1971) based on Ephesians 5: 6-20 

Music: melody from ‘Grenoble Antiphoner’ (1753) 

 Hymn Tune: DEUS TUORUM MILITUM 

The Lord will come and not be slow, 

His footsteps cannot err; 

Before him righteousness shall go, 

His royal harbinger. 

Truth from the earth, like to a flow’r, 

Shall bud and blossom free; 

And justice, from her heav’nly bow’r, 

Bless all humanity. 

The nations all whom thou hast made 

Shall come, and all shall frame 

To bow them low before thee, Lord, 

And glorify thy name. 
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For great thou art, and wonders great 

By thy strong hand are done: 

Thou in thy everlasting seat 

Remainest God alone. 

Words: J. Milton (1608-1674) 

based on Psalms 82, 85 and 86, alt. 

Music: W. Jones (1726-1800) 

 Hymn Tune: SAINT STEPHEN 

The Lord is my light, 

My light and salvation; 

In God I trust, 

In God I trust. 

Words: based on Psalm 27 

Music: J. Berthier (1923-1994) 



 23 

The Post Communion Prayer and The 
Lighting of the Advent Candle 

Please stand as the president introduces a time of silent prayer with the 

words ‘Let us pray’. 

O Lord our God, 

make us watchful and keep us faithful 

as we await the coming of your Son our Lord; 

that, when he shall appear, 

he may not find us sleeping in sin 

but active in his service 

and joyful in his praise; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

The president then moves to the Advent Wreath to light the first of the 

Advent candles. This week the candle helps us to remember the Patriarchs – 

Abraham, our father in faith, and David the ancestor in whose city Jesus was 

born. 
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The candle is lit and this prayer is said. 

Blessed are you, sovereign Lord, God of our ancestors: 

to you be praise and glory for ever. 

You called the patriarchs to live by the light of faith 

and to journey in the hope of your promised fulfilment. 

May we be obedient to your call 

and be ready and watchful to receive your Christ, 

a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; 

for you are our light and our salvation. 

Blessed be God for ever.  

A hymn is sung. 

Hills of the North, rejoice, 

Echoing songs arise, 

Hail with united voice 

Him who made earth and skies: 

He comes in righteousness and love, 

He brings salvation from above. 

Isles of the Southern seas, 

Sing to the listening earth, 

Carry on ev’ry breeze, 

Hope of a world’s new birth: 

In Christ shall all be made anew, 

His word is sure, his promise true. 
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Lands of the East, arise, 

He is your brightest morn, 

Greet him with joyous eyes, 

Praise shall his path adorn: 

The God whom we have longed to know 

In Christ draws near, and calls you now. 

Shores of the utmost West, 

Lands of the setting sun, 

Welcome the heav’nly guest 

In whom the dawn has come: 

He brings a never-ending light 

Who triumphed o’er our darkest night. 

Shout, as you journey on, 

Songs be in ev’ry mouth; 

Lo, from the North they come, 

From East and West and South. 

In Jesus all shall find their rest, 

In him the sons of earth be blest.  

Words: based on C. E. Oakley (1832-1865) 

Music: M. Shaw (1875-1958) 

Hymn Tune: LITTLE CORNARD 
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The Dismissal 

The Blessing 

Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, 

scatter the darkness from before your path, 

and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory;  

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

The Dismissal 

Our Lord says, ‘I am coming soon.’ 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

May the Lord, when he comes, 

find us watching and waiting.  

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ. Amen. 
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St Mary’s Church, Whitkirk 390 Selby Road Leeds LS15 0AA 

Registered Charity Number 1130280 

🌐 whitkirkchurch.org.uk   /whitkirkchurch   @stmaryswhitkirk 

Our regular services 

Sung Eucharist: Every Sunday at 10.00 am  

Said Eucharist:  Every Wednesday at 10.00 am 

Choral Evensong: 1st Sunday of the month at 6.00 pm 

Contact us 

If you’d like to talk to us you can call us on 0113 264 5790, send 

an email to hello@whitkirkchurch.org.uk, or find more details 

on our website at whitkirkchurch.org.uk/contact. 

Recycle me! 

Please either leave this booklet with us to recycle, or take it 

home with you and recycle it in your green bin. 


