
 

  

Where all find a welcome and are nurtured in their journey with Christ. 

Sung Eucharist 
The sixth Sunday of Easter 

 



 

Welcome to St Mary’s 

 Support our work 

St Mary’s is a charity which receives no funding from the 
government and is entirely dependent on donations and fees to 
keep its doors open, continue its work in the community, and 
maintain its buildings and outdoor spaces. 

If you would like to donate to support us you can give during the 
service as giving plates are passed around. Alternatively, you can 
place your offering in the plate by the door as you leave, or tap 
your contactless card or device. 

You can also donate online by card or directly from your 
bank by scanning this QR Code with your camera or by 
visiting wkrk.uk/donate. 

If you'd like to give in some other way, find out more about 
planned giving, or learn how we use donations then please ask a 
member of our team. 

 Hearing loop available 

Our church is fitted with an inductive loop system which can be 
picked up by setting hearing aids to the “T” position. 

🗩 Follow the instructions of our stewards 

Please follow all instructions from our stewards, especially during 
communion. 



 

 Please sanitise your hands 

Please clean your hands using the provided hand sanitiser when 
entering and leaving the building. 

🤝 Handshakes optional 

When we offer each other a sign of peace you’re welcome to 
share a handshake, but remember that some people may not be 
comfortable with this and will instead simply nod or wave. 

 Communion is your choice 

Communion is available as both bread and wine, but if you wish 
to only receive the bread please do so and then return to your 
seat. Receiving only the bread is still considered to be full 
communion by the Church of England. 

 Masks welcome 

If you feel more comfortable wearing a face covering, please do 
so. If you’ve forgotten a face covering and would like one, please 
speak to a member of our team. 
  



 

Other services this week 

Messy Church 
Today at 4.00 pm 

Said Eucharist 
This Wednesday 17 May at 10.00 am 

Sung Eucharist for Ascension Day with Confirmation 
This Thursday 18 May at 7.30 pm 

Notices and events 

Revision of Electoral Roll 
If anyone wishes to be added to the parish electoral roll, forms are 
available at the back of the church or online at wkrk.uk/roll. The 
completed form can be returned to the electoral roll officer or 
churchwardens. 

Christian Aid Week 
As we have done for many years, St Mary’s continues to support the 
valuable work undertaken by Christian Aid around the world. 
Whenever there is a crisis, wherever it is, no matter who it is, Christian 
Aid will be there helping to put people’s lives back together again. 

Paper envelopes will be available in the church this morning, which can 
be returned with your donation. Alternatively, you can donate online. 
We have set up our own St Mary’s giving page via Christian Aid which 
can be found at wkrk.uk/ca.  



 

Messy Church 

Today at 4.00 pm 
St Mary’s Church Whitkirk Community Centre 
Church, but more hands-on. Join us in the Community Centre for 
drinks and a biscuit, get stuck in with activities around the week’s 
theme, and then end with a short, informal act of worship in the church. 

Parish Retreat at Parcevall Hall 

Friday 21 July 
There are still spaces available for the Parish Retreat at Parcevall Hall, 
available first-come-first-served. If you’re interested in joining us for this 
weekend break then just see Jean or Joan in the Community Centre 
after the morning service. 

Join us after the service for refreshments 
You are warmly invited to join us after the service for refreshments in 
our Community Centre. 
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The Gathering 

Our worship begins at the sound of the bell, please stand as the sacred 
ministers enter, during which the introit hymn is sung. 

Father, Lord of all creation,  
Ground of Being, Life and Love,  
Height and depth beyond description  
Only life in you can prove:  
You are mortal life’s dependence:  
Thought, speech, sight are ours by grace;  
Yours is ev’ry hour’s existence,  
Sov’reign Lord of time and space.  

Jesus Christ, the Man for Others,  
We, your people, make our prayer:  
Help us love – as sisters, brothers –   
All whose burdens we can share.  
Where your name binds us together  
You, Lord Christ, will surely be;  
Where no selfishness can sever  
There your love the world may see.  
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Holy Spirit, rushing, burning  
Wind and flame of Pentecost,  
Fire our hearts afresh with yearning  
To regain what we have lost.  
May your love unite our action,  
Nevermore to speak alone:  
God, in us abolish faction,  
God, through us your love make known.  

Words: Stewart Cross (1928-1989) 
   Music: Cyril Vincent Taylor (1907-1991) 

 Hymn Tune: ABBOT’S LEIGH 

In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

The Greeting 

Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you 

and also with you. 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
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Words of Welcome 

Prayers of Penitence 

Christ died to sin once for all, and now he lives to God. 

cf Romans 6.10  

Let us renew our resolve to have done with all that is evil and 
confess our sins in penitence and faith. 

Silence is kept. 

Lord Jesus, you raise us to new life. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, you forgive us our sins. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, you feed us with the living bread. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy.  
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The president says 

May the God of love and power 
forgive you and free you from your sins, 
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, 
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Gloria in Excelsis 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
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The Collect 

The president introduces a period of silent prayer with the words ‘Let us pray’.  

God our redeemer, 
you have delivered us from the power of darkness 
and brought us into the kingdom of your Son: 
grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life, 
so by his continual presence in us he may raise us 
to eternal joy; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

Please sit. 

The Liturgy of the Word 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and 
said, ‘Athenians, I see how extremely religious 
you are in every way. For as I went through the 
city and looked carefully at the objects of your 
worship, I found among them an altar with the 
inscription, “To an unknown god.” What 
therefore you worship as unknown, this I 
proclaim to you. The God who made the world 
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and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven 
and earth, does not live in shrines made by 
human hands, nor is he served by human hands, 

as though he needed anything, since he himself 
gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 
From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit 
the whole earth, and he allotted the times of 
their existence and the boundaries of the places 
where they would live, so that they would search 
for God and perhaps grope for him and find him 
– though indeed he is not far from each one of 
us. For “In him we live and move and have our 
being”; as even some of your own poets have 
said, “For we too are his offspring.” Since we are 
God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the 
deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image 
formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 
While God has overlooked the times of human 
ignorance, now he commands all people 
everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day 
on which he will have the world judged in 
righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, 
and of this he has given assurance to all by raising 
him from the dead.’ 

Acts 17.22-31 
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This is the word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

Please stand as the gradual hymn is sung. At the end of the hymn we remain 
standing and turn to face the place where the Gospel is proclaimed. 

Come down, O Love divine,  
Seek thou this soul of mine,  
And visit it with thine own ardour glowing;  
O Comforter, draw near,  
Within my heart appear,  
And kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing. 

O let it freely burn,  
Till earthly passions turn  
To dust and ashes in its heat consuming;  
And let thy glorious light  
Shine ever on my sight,  
And clothe me round, the while my path illuming. 

Let holy charity  
Mine outward vesture be,  
And lowliness become mine inner clothing;  
True lowliness of heart,  
Which takes the humbler part,  
And o’er its own shortcomings weeps with loathing. 
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And so the yearning strong,  
With which the soul will long,  
Shall far outpass the pow’r of human telling;  
For none can guess its grace,  
Till he become the place  
Wherein the Holy Spirit makes his dwelling.  

Words: Italian, Bianco da Siena (d. 1434) 
 translated by Richard Frederick Littledale (1833-1890) 

 Music: Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 
 Hymn Tune: DOWN AMPNEY 

Gospel Reading 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘If you love me, you will 
keep my commandments. And I will ask the 
Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to 
be with you for ever. This is the Spirit of truth, 
whom the world cannot receive, because it 
neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, 
because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 
I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to 
you. In a little while the world will no longer see 
me, but you will see me; because I live, you also 
will live. On that day you will know that I am in 
my Father, and you in me, and I in you. They who 
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have my commandments and keep them are 
those who love me; and those who love me will 
be loved by my Father, and I will love them and 

reveal myself to them.’ 

John 14.15-21 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 

Please sit after the preacher leads us in prayer. 

The Nicene Creed 

Please stand with the president. 

Let us declare our faith in God. 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 



 10 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary  
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 

Following an invitation to pray from the intercessor we kneel or sit and the 
response to the bidding is: 

Lord, in your mercy. 

Hear our prayer. 

Then at the end. 

Merciful Father, 

Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 
Our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

Please stand with the president. 

The Peace 

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples 
and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia. 

John 20.19, 20 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 
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Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

This is usually a handshake shared with those near you. 

 

Preparation of the Table 

The table is prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it. 

A hymn is sung. During this hymn a collection, our financial offering in support 
of the work of the church both at St. Mary’s and across our diocese, is taken. 

You can place cash or giving envelopes in the collection plates as 
they are passed around. If you would prefer, or if you miss the 
plate, you can also give by scanning this QR code, or by tapping 
your contactless card or device on the giving plate by the door as you leave. 

We hail thy presence glorious,  
O Christ our great High Priest,  
O’er sin and death victorious,  
At thy thanksgiving feast:  
As thou art interceding  
For us in heav’n above,  
Thy Church on earth is pleading  
Thy perfect work of love. 
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Through thee in ev’ry nation  
Thine own their hearts upraise,  
Off’ring one pure oblation,  
One sacrifice of praise:  
With thee in blest communion  
The living and the dead  
Are joined in closest union,  
One Body with one Head. 

O living bread from heaven,  
Jesu, our Saviour good,  
Who thine own self hast given  
To be our souls’ true food;  
For us thy body broken  
Hung on the cross of shame:  
This bread its hallowed token  
We break in thy dear name. 

O stream of love unending,  
Poured from the one true vine,  
With our weak nature blending  
The strength of life divine;  
Our thankful faith confessing  
In thy life-blood outpoured,  
We drink this cup of blessing  
And praise thy name, O Lord. 
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May we, thy word believing,  
Thee through thy gifts receive,  
That, thou within us living,  
We all to God may live;  
Draw us from earth to heaven  
Till sin and sorrow cease,  
Forgiving and forgiven,  
In love and joy and peace. 

Words: Richard Godfrey Parsons (1882-1948) 
 Music: melody adapted from Michael Haydn (1737-1806) 

 Hymn Tune: OFFERTORIUM 

Taking of the Bread and Wine 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation. 
In your loving care you spread before us the table of life 
and give us the cup of salvation to drink. 
Keep us always in the fold of our Saviour and our Shepherd, 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.     

Amen. 

The Eucharistic Prayer 

Please sit. 

The Lord is here. 

His Spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise.  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
almighty and eternal Father, 
and in these days of Easter 
to celebrate with joyful hearts 
the memory of your wonderful works. 
For by the mystery of his passion 
Jesus Christ, your risen Son, 
has conquered the powers of death and hell 
and restored in men and women the image of your glory. 
He has placed them once more in paradise 
and opened to them the gate of life eternal. 
And so, in the joy of this Passover, 
earth and heaven resound with gladness, 
while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation 
sing for ever the hymn of your glory.  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 



 16 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 

In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again.  

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
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Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of Blessed Mary,  
Saints Matthias, Dunston and Alcuin 
and all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 

By whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 

Amen. (Sung) 

Silence is kept. 



 18 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Rejoicing in God’s new creation,  
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 

The president breaks the consecrated bread. 

We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 
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The Agnus Dei is sung as the bread is broken for distribution. 

Jesus, Lamb of God, 
have mercy on us. 

Jesus, bearer of our sins, 
have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world, 
grant us peace.  

Invitation to Communion 

Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us. 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

The president and people receive communion. All baptised Christians are 
welcome to receive the sacrament. Please follow the guidance offered by the 
stewards. 

If you are not baptised, or would prefer to not receive, then do still come 
forward for a blessing bringing this book with you so the president knows your 
intention. 

The sacrament is available in both kinds, however if you wish to only receive 
the bread please do so and then return to your place. Receiving in one kind is 
still considered to be full communion by the Church of England. Please do not 
dip bread in the wine (sometimes called ‘intincting’). 

To the words “The Body/Blood of Christ” the communicant replies “Amen”.  
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For those at home it might be helpful to use this prayer during the 
distribution. 

Holy One, 
you breathe the word of love 
and the promise of new creation  
into the secret places of the soul, 
opening heart to heart: 
in the wildness of your Spirit, 
uncaptured in the wide world, 
teach us the costly way  
of fearless love 
and priceless peace; 
through Jesus Christ, through whom God dwells with us. 
Amen.  

Choir Anthem 

‘Love one another’ 

Love one another with a pure heart fervently, 
See that ye love one another. 

Music: Samuel Sebastian Wesley (1810-1876) 
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The following communion hymns may be sung during the distribution as time 
allows. Please remain seated. 

I, the Lord of sea and sky,  
I have heard my people cry.  
All who dwell in dark and sin  
My hand will save.  
I who made the stars of night,  
I will make their darkness bright.  
Who will bear my light to them?  
Whom shall I send? 

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord?  
I have heard you calling in the night.  
I will go, Lord, if you lead me.  
I will hold your people in my heart. 

I, the Lord of snow and rain,  
I have borne my people’s pain.  
I have wept for love of them.  
They turn away.  
I will break their hearts of stone,  
Give them hearts for love alone.  
I will speak my word to them.  
Whom shall I send? 

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord?  
I have heard you calling in the night.  
I will go, Lord, if you lead me.  
I will hold your people in my heart. 
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I, the Lord of wind and flame,  
I will tend the poor and lame.  
I will set a feast for them.  
My hand will save.  
Finest bread I will provide  
Till their hearts be satisfied.  
I will give my life to them.  
Whom shall I send? 

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord?  
I have heard you calling in the night.  
I will go, Lord, if you lead me.  
I will hold your people in my heart. 

Words: Daniel Laurent Schutte (b. 1947) based on Isaiah 6 
 Music: Daniel Laurent Schutte (b. 1947) 

Bread of heav’n, on thee we feed,  
For thy flesh is meat indeed;  
Ever may our souls be fed  
With this true and living bread;  
Day by day with strength supplied  
Through the life of him who died.  
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Vine of heav’n, thy blood supplies  
This blest cup of sacrifice;  
Lord, thy wounds our healing give,  
To thy cross we look and live:  
Jesus, may we ever be  
Grafted, rooted, built in thee.  

Words: Josiah Conder (1789-1855) 
 Music: William Dalrymple Maclagan (1826-1910) 

 Hymn Tune: BREAD OF HEAVEN 

Spirit of the living God, 
Fall afresh on me. 
Spirit of the living God, 
Fall afresh on me. 
Melt me, mould me, fill me, use me. 
Spirit of the living God,  
Fall afresh on me. 

Words & Music: Daniel Iverson (1890-1972) 
Hymn Tune: (IVERSON) 
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The Post Communion Prayer 

Please stand with the president who introduces a time of silent prayer with 
the words ‘Let us pray’. 

God our Father, 
whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of eternal life:  
may we thirst for you,  
the spring of life and source of goodness, 
through him who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

Father of all, 
we give you thanks and praise, 
that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son and brought us home. 
Dying and living, he declared your love, 
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 
we who drink his cup bring life to others; 
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 
so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Please stand as a hymn is sung. 

All my hope on God is founded;  
He doth still my trust renew.  
Me through change and chance he guideth,  
Only good and only true.  
God unknown,  
He alone  
Calls my heart to be his own.  

Pride of man and earthly glory,  
Sword and crown betray his trust;  
What with care and toil he buildeth,  
Tow’r and temple, fall to dust  
But God’s pow’r,  
Hour by hour,  
Is my temple and my tow’r.  

God’s great goodness aye endureth,  
Deep his wisdom, passing thought:  
Splendour, light and life attend him,  
Beauty springeth out of naught.  
Evermore  
From his store  
New-born worlds rise and adore.  
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Daily doth th’Almighty giver  
Bounteous gifts on us bestow;  
His desire our soul delighteth,  
Pleasure leads us where we go.  
Love doth stand  
At his hand;  
Joy doth wait on his command.  

Still from man to God eternal  
Sacrifice of praise be done,  
High above all praises praising  
For the gift of Christ his Son.  
Christ doth call  
One and all:  
Ye who follow shall not fall.  

Words: Robert Bridges (1844-1930) 
 based on the German of Joachim Neander (1650-1680) 

 Music: Herbert Howells (1892-1983) 
  Hymn Tune: MICHAEL 
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The Dismissal 

The Blessing 

God the Father, 
by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead, 
strengthen you to walk with him in his risen life; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

The Dismissal 

With the power that raised Jesus 
from the dead at work within you, 
go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia. 

In the name of Christ. Amen. Alleluia, alleluia.
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Our regular services 

Sung Eucharist: Every Sunday at 10.00 am 

Said Eucharist:  Every Wednesday at 10.00 am 

Choral Evensong: First Sunday of the month at 6.00 pm 
   Next on Sunday 4 June 

Compline:   First Wednesday of the month at 8.30 pm 
   Next on Wednesday 7 June 

Contact us 

If you’d like to talk to us you can call us on 0113 264 5790, send 
an email to hello@whitkirkchurch.org.uk, or find more details 
on our website at whitkirkchurch.org.uk/contact. 


