
 

  

Where all find a welcome and are nurtured in their journey with Christ. 

Sung Eucharist 

The third Sunday of Advent 

 

 

 

 



 

Welcome to St Mary’s 

! Support our work 

St Mary’s is a charity which receives no funding from the 

government and is entirely dependent on donations and fees to 

keep its doors open, continue its work in the community, and 

maintain its buildings and outdoor spaces. 

If you would like to donate to support us you can give during the 

service as giving plates are passed around. Alternatively, you can 

place your offering in the plate by the door as you leave, or tap 

your contactless card or device. 

You can also donate online by card or directly from your 

bank by scanning this QR Code with your camera or by 

visiting wkrk.uk/donate. 

If you'd like to give in some other way, find out more about 

planned giving, or learn how we use donations then please ask a 

member of our team. 

" Hearing loop available 

Our church is fitted with an inductive loop system which can be 

picked up by setting hearing aids to the “T” position. 

# Follow the instructions of our stewards 

Please follow all instructions from our stewards, especially during 

communion. 



 

$ Please sanitise your hands 

Please clean your hands using the provided hand sanitiser when 

entering and leaving the building. 

% Digital order of service available 

If you prefer, you can follow our order of service on 

your own phone or tablet. Just visit wkrk.uk/oos on 

your browser or scan this QR Code. 

& Handshakes optional 

When we offer each other a sign of peace you’re welcome to 

share a handshake, but remember that some people may not be 

comfortable with this and will instead simply nod or wave. 

 Communion is your choice 

Communion is available as both bread and wine, but if you wish 

to only receive the bread please do so and then return to your 

seat. Receiving only the bread is still considered to be full 

communion by the Church of England. 

' Masks welcome 

If you feel more comfortable wearing a face covering, please do 

so. If you’ve forgotten a face covering and would like one, please 

speak to a member of our team. 

We encourage people with coughs and colds to wear a face 

covering, to help prevent the spread of winter bugs. 

  



 

Upcoming services 

Festival of Lessons and Carols 

Today at 6.00 pm 

Said Eucharist 

Wednesday 20 December at 10.00 am 

Sung Eucharist for the fourth Sunday of Advent 

Sunday 24 December at 10.00 am 

Crib Service 

Sunday 24 December at 5.00 pm 

Midnight Mass 

Sunday 24 December at 11.30 pm 

Notices and events 

Festival of Lessons and Carols 

Today at 6.00 pm 

St Mary's Church, Whitkirk 

The annual celebration of the Christmas story in words and 

music, in this traditional carol service. St Mary's Church Choir 

sing arrangements of new and traditional carols, mixed with more 

popular carols for everyone to sing and readings from the Bible by 

members of the local community. 



 

Crib Service 

Next Sunday 24 December at 5.00 pm 

St Mary's Church, Whitkirk 

The perfect Christmas service for the young and the young at 

heart. Join us as we journey through the Nativity story on 

Christmas Eve, singing some of our favourite carols along the way. 

Join us after the service for refreshments 

You are warmly invited to join us after service for refreshments in our 

Community Centre. 



 

The Greatest 

Story Ever Told
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The Gathering 

Our worship begins at the sound of the bell, please stand as the sacred 

ministers enter, during which the introit hymn is sung. 

Hills of the North, rejoice, 

Echoing songs arise, 

Hail with united voice 

Him who made earth and skies: 

He comes in righteousness and love, 

He brings salvation from above. 

Isles of the Southern seas, 

Sing to the listening earth, 

Carry on ev’ry breeze, 

Hope of a world’s new birth: 

In Christ shall all be made anew, 

His word is sure, his promise true. 

Lands of the East, arise, 

He is your brightest morn, 

Greet him with joyous eyes, 

Praise shall his path adorn: 

The God whom we have longed to know 

In Christ draws near, and calls you now. 

Shores of the utmost West, 

Lands of the setting sun, 

Welcome the heav’nly guest 

In whom the dawn has come: 

He brings a never-ending light 

Who triumphed o’er our darkest night. 
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Shout, as you journey on, 

Songs be in ev’ry mouth; 

Lo, from the North they come, 

From East and West and South. 

In Jesus all shall find their rest, 

In him the sons of earth be blest. 

Words: from the New English Hymnal 

based on Charles Edward Oakley (1832-1865) 

Music: Martin Shaw (1875-1958) 

Hymn Tune: LITTLE CORNARD 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

The Greeting 

Grace, mercy and peace 

from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you 

and also with you. 
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Words of Welcome  

Invitation to Confession  

When the Lord comes, 

he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness, 

and will disclose the purposes of the heart. 

Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins. 

cf 1 Corinthians 4.5 

Silence is kept. 

Heavenly Father, 

you call us to prepare for the coming of your Son: 

forgive us our unreadiness to receive him. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, 

you were proclaimed by John the Baptist: 

help us also to prepare your way. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 
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Holy Spirit, 

you speak through the prophets: 

make us attentive to hear your word. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

A setting of the ‘Kyrie’ is sung by the Choir. 

Lord have mercy,  

Lord have mercy.  

Christ have mercy,  

Christ have mercy.  

Lord have mercy,  

Lord have mercy. 

The president says: 

Almighty God, 

who in Jesus Christ has given us 

a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, 

forgive us our sins, 

open our eyes to God’s truth, 

strengthen us to do God’s will 

and give us the joy of his kingdom, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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The Collect 

The president introduces a period of silent prayer with the words ‘Let us pray’.  

O Lord Jesus Christ,  

who at your first coming  

sent your messenger to prepare your way before you:  

grant that the ministers and stewards of your mysteries  

may likewise so prepare and make ready your way  

by turning the hearts of the disobedient  

to the wisdom of the just,  

that at your second coming to judge the world  

we may be found an acceptable people in your sight;  

for you are alive and reign with the Father  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

The Liturgy of the Word 

Please sit. 

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.  

The servant of the Lord said: The spirit of the 

Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has 

anointed me; he has sent me to bring good news 

to the oppressed, to bind up the broken-hearted, 

to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to 

the prisoners; to proclaim the year of the Lord’s 
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favour, and the day of vengeance of our God; to 

comfort all who mourn; to provide for those 

who mourn in Zion – to give them a garland 

instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of 

mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint 

spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, 

the planting of the Lord, to display his glory. They 

shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up 

the former devastations; they shall repair the 

ruined cities, the devastations of many 

generations. 

For I the Lord love justice, I hate robbery and 

wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their 

recompense, and I will make an everlasting 

covenant with them. Their descendants shall be 

known among the nations, and their offspring 

among the peoples; all who see them shall 

acknowledge that they are a people whom the 

Lord has blessed. 

I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being 

shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with 

the garments of salvation, he has covered me 

with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom 

decks himself with a garland, and as a bride 

adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth 

brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes 
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what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God 

will cause righteousness and praise to spring up 

before all the nations. 

Isaiah 61.1-4, 8-end 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Please stand as the gradual hymn is sung. During the hymn a procession will 

make its way to the centre of the nave from where the Gospel for the day is 

read. To symbolise our desire to turn to Christ in our daily lives, at the end of 

the hymn we remain standing and turn to face the place where the Gospel is 

proclaimed.  

On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 

Announces that the Lord is nigh; 

Awake and hearken, for he brings 

Glad tidings from the King of kings! 

Then cleansed be ev’ry Christian breast, 

And furnished for so great a guest! 

Yea, let us each our heart prepare 

For Christ to come and enter there. 

For thou art our salvation, Lord, 

Our refuge, and our great reward; 

Without thy grace we waste away 

Like flow’rs that wither and decay. 
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All praise, eternal Son, to thee 

Whose advent sets thy people free, 

Whom, with the Father, we adore, 

And Holy Ghost for evermore. 

Words: Charles Coffin (1676-1749) 

translated by John Chandler (1806-1876) 

and the editors of ‘Hymns & Psalms’ 

Music: from ‘Musikalisches Handbuch’ (1690) 

Hymn Tune: WINCHESTER NEW 

Gospel Reading 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight, 

and all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

cf Isaiah 40.3-5  

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name 

was John. He came as a witness to testify to the 

light, so that all might believe through him. He 

himself was not the light, but he came to testify 

to the light. This is the testimony given by John 

when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 

Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ He 
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confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, ‘I 

am not the Messiah.’ And they asked him, ‘What 

then? Are you Elijah?’ He said, ‘I am not.’ ‘Are 

you the prophet?’ He answered, ‘No.’ Then they 

said to him, ‘Who are you? Let us have an answer 

for those who sent us. What do you say about 

yourself?’ 

He said, ‘I am the voice of one crying out in the 

wilderness, “Make straight the way of the Lord,”’ 

as the prophet Isaiah said. Now they had been 

sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, ‘Why 

then are you baptising if you are neither the 

Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?’ John 

answered them, ‘I baptise with water. Among you 

stands one whom you do not know, the one who 

is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the 

thong of his sandal.’ This took place in Bethany 

across the Jordan where John was baptising. 

 John 1.6-8, 19-28 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 

Please sit after the preacher leads us in prayer. 
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An Affirmation of Faith 

Please stand with the president. 

Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God. 

Though he was divine, 

he did not cling to equality with God, 

but made himself nothing. 

Taking the form of a slave, 

he was born in human likeness. 

He humbled himself 

and was obedient to death, 

even the death of the cross. 

Therefore God has raised him on high, 

and given him the name above every name: 

that at the name of Jesus 

every knee should bow, 

and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 

cf Philippians 2.6-11 
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Prayers of Intercession 

Following an invitation to pray from the intercessor we kneel or sit to pray. 

The response to the bidding: 

Lord, in your mercy. 

Hear our prayer. 

then at the end: 

Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

Please stand with the president. 
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The Peace 

God will speak peace to his people, 

to those who turn to him in their hearts.  

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

This is usually a handshake shared with those near you. 

Preparation of the Table 

The table is prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it. 

A hymn is sung. During this hymn a collection, our financial offering in support 

of the work of the church both at St. Mary’s and across our diocese, is taken. 

You can place cash or giving envelopes on the collection plates as 

they are passed around. If you would prefer, or if you miss the 

plate, you can also give by scanning this QR code, or by tapping 

your contactless card or device on the giving plate by the door as you leave. 
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Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 

Longing for truth, we turn to you. 

Make us your own, your holy people, 

Light for the world to see. 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in our hearts, 

Shine through the darkness. 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in your Church gathered today. 

Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 

Longing for hope, many despair. 

Your word alone has power to save us. 

Make us your living voice. 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in our hearts, 

Shine through the darkness. 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in your Church gathered today. 

Longing for food, many are hungry. 

Longing for water, many still thirst. 

Make us your bread, broken for others, 

Shared until all are fed. 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in our hearts, 

Shine through the darkness. 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in your Church gathered today. 
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Longing for shelter, many are homeless, 

Longing for warmth, many are cold. 

Make us your building, sheltering others, 

Walls made of living stone. 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in our hearts, 

Shine through the darkness. 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in your Church gathered today. 

Many the gifts, many the people, 

Many the hearts that yearn to belong. 

Let us be servants to one another, 

Making your kingdom come. 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in our hearts, 

Shine through the darkness. 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in your Church gathered today. 

Words & Music: Bernadette Farrell (b. 1957) 

Taking of the Bread and Wine 

As this bread was scattered 

and then gathered and made one, 

so may your Church be gathered into your kingdom. 

Glory to you, O God, for ever. 
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Wisdom has built her a house; 

she has mixed her wine; she has set her table. 

Glory to you, O God, for ever. 

Please kneel or sit. 

The Eucharistic Prayer (A) 

The Lord is here. 

His Spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise, 

almighty God and everlasting Father,  

through Jesus Christ your Son. 

For when he humbled himself  

to come among us in human flesh,  

he fulfilled the plan you formed  

before the foundation of the world  

to open for us the way of salvation. 

Confident that your promise will be fulfilled,  

we now watch for the day  

when Christ our Lord will come again in glory. 

And so we join our voices with angels and archangels 

and with all the company of heaven  

to proclaim your glory for ever praising you and singing: 
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Holy, holy, holy Lord,  

God of power and might.  

Heav’n and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessèd is he, O blessèd is he   

who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.     

Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 

through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

and as we follow his example and obey his command, 

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 

these gifts of bread and wine 

may be to us his body and his blood; 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 

took bread and gave you thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 

In the same way, after supper 

he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

he gave it to them, saying: 

Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of me. 



 17 

Therefore, heavenly Father, 

we remember his offering of himself 

made once for all upon the cross; 

we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious  

ascension; we look for the coming of your kingdom, 

and with this bread and this cup 

we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 

Christ is the bread of life:  

When we eat this bread and drink this cup,  

we proclaim your death, Lord Jesus,  

until you come in glory, until you come in glory.   

Accept through him, our great high priest, 

this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 

and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 

in the presence of your divine majesty, 

renew us by your Spirit, 

inspire us with your love 

and unite us in the body of your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Through him, and with him, and in him, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 

we worship you, Father almighty, 

in songs of everlasting praise: 

Blessing and honour and glory and power 

be yours for ever and ever. 

Amen.  

Silence is kept. 



 18 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us.  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 

The president breaks the consecrated bread. 

We break this bread 

to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
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The Agnus Dei is sung as the bread is broken for distribution. 

Lamb of God, 

you take away the sins of the world, 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, 

you take away the sins of the world, 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, 

you take away the sins of the world, 

grant us peace. 

Invitation to Communion 

Draw near with faith and thanksgiving 

you who hunger for the bread of life.  

Gather around the table 

as strangers and friends and feed on him 

who was, who is and who is to come. 

The president and people receive communion. All baptised Christians are 

welcome to receive the sacrament. Please follow the guidance offered by the 

stewards. 

If you are not baptised, or would prefer to not receive, then do still come 

forward for a blessing bringing this book with you so the president knows your 

intention. 
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The sacrament is available in both kinds, however if you wish to only receive 

the bread please do so and then return to your place. Receiving in one kind is 

still considered to be full communion by the Church of England. Please do not 

dip bread in the wine (sometimes called ‘intincting’).  

For those at home it might be helpful to use this prayer during the 

distribution. 

Almighty Father, 

we rejoice in the coming of Christ our Lord. 

We pray that, as he has taken on our humanity, 

through your grace and goodness we may share in your divinity, 

and so partake in the radiance of your glory; 

through him who came down for us 

and is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Choir Anthem 

‘Gaudete!’ 

Gaudete, gaudete! 

Christus est natus 

Ex Maria Virgine: gaudete! 

Tempus adest gratiæ, 

Hoc quad optabamus, 

Carmina lætitiæ 

Devote reddamus. 

Gaudete, gaudete! … 
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Deus homo factus est, 

Natura erante, 

Mundus renovatus est 

A Christo regnante. 

Gaudete, gaudete! … 

Ezechielis porta 

Clausa pertransitur, 

Unde lux est orta, 

Salus invenitur. 

Gaudete, gaudete! … 

Ergo nostra contio 

Psallat jam in lustro, 

Benedicat Domino, 

Salus Regi nostro. 

Gaudete, gaudete! … 

Words & Music: ‘Piae Cantiones’ (1582) 

arranged by Vernon Hoyle (b. 1948) 

The following communion hymns may be sung during the distribution as time 

allows. Please remain seated. 

Make way, make way, for Christ the King 

In splendour arrives; 

Fling wide the gates and welcome him 

Into your lives. 

Make way, make way, for the King of kings; 

Make way, make way, and let his kingdom in! 
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He comes the broken hearts to heal, 

The pris’ners to free; 

The deaf shall hear, the lame shall dance, 

The blind shall see. 

Make way, make way, for the King of kings; 

Make way, make way, and let his kingdom in!  

And those who mourn with heavy hearts, 

Who weep and sigh, 

With laughter, joy and royal crown 

He’ll beautify. 

Make way, make way, for the King of kings; 

Make way, make way, and let his kingdom in!  

We call you now to worship him 

As Lord of all, 

To have no gods before him, 

Their thrones must fall! 

Make way, make way, for the King of kings; 

Make way, make way, and let his kingdom in!  

Words & Music: Graham Kendrick (b. 1950) 

Music arrangement: Colin Hand (1929-2015) 
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Hark, my soul, it is the Lord; 

’Tis thy Saviour, hear his word; 

Jesus speaks, and speaks to thee, 

‘Say, poor sinner, lov’st thou me?’ 

‘I delivered thee when bound, 

And, when wounded, healed thy wound; 

Sought thee wand’ring, set thee right, 

Turned thy darkness into light.  

‘Mine is an unchanging love, 

Higher than the heights above, 

Deeper than the depths beneath, 

Free and fruitful, strong as death. 

‘Thou shalt see my glory soon, 

When the work of grace is done; 

Partner of my throne shalt be: 

Say, poor sinner, lov’st thou me?’ 

Lord, it is my chief complaint 

That my love is weak and faint; 

Yet I love thee, and adore; 

O for grace to love thee more! 

Words: William Cowper (1731-1800) 

based on John 21:16 

Music: John Bacchus Dykes (1823-1876) 

Music: SAINT BEES 
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The Lord will come and not be slow, 

His footsteps cannot err; 

Before him righteousness shall go, 

His royal harbinger. 

Truth from the earth, like to a flow’r, 

Shall bud and blossom then; 

And justice, from her heav’nly bow’r, 

Look down on mortal men. 

The nations all whom thou hast made 

Shall come, and all shall frame 

To bow them low before thee, Lord, 

And glorify thy name. 

For great thou art and wonders great 

By thy strong hand are done: 

Thou in thy everlasting seat 

Remainest God alone. 

Words: John Milton (1608-1674) 

based on Psalms 82, 85 and 86 

Music: William Jones (1726-1800) 

Hymn Tune: SAINT STEPHEN 
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The Post Communion Prayer and The 
Lighting of the Advent Candle 

Please stand as the president introduces a time of silent prayer with the 

words ‘Let us pray’. 

We give you thanks, O Lord, 

for these heavenly gifts; 

kindle in us the fire of your Spirit 

that when your Christ comes again 

we may shine as lights before his face; 

who is alive and reigns 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 

The president then moves to the Advent Wreath to light the third of the 

Advent candles. This week the candle helps us remember John the Baptist, 

who proclaimed the Saviour. 

The candle is lit and this prayer is said. 

Blessed are you, sovereign Lord, just and true: 

to you be praise and glory for ever. 

Your prophet John the Baptist was witness to the truth 

as a burning and shining light. 

May we your servants rejoice in his light, 

and so be led to witness to him 

who is the Lord of our coming kingdom, 

Jesus our Saviour and King of the ages. 

Blessed be God for ever. 
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A hymn is sung. 

Christ is the world’s true light, 

Its captain of salvation, 

The day-star clear and bright 

Of ev’ry race and nation; 

New life, new hope awakes, 

Where’ere we own his sway: 

Freedom her bondage breaks, 

And night is turned to day. 

In Christ all races meet, 

Their ancient feuds forgetting, 

The whole round world complete, 

From sunrise to its setting: 

When Christ is throned as Lord, 

All shall forsake their fear, 

To ploughshare beat the sword, 

To pruning-hook the spear. 

One Lord, in one great name 

Unite us all who own thee; 

Cast out our pride and shame 

That hinder to enthrone thee; 

The world has waited long, 

Has travailed long in pain; 

To heal its ancient wrong, 

Come, Prince of Peace, and reign! 

Words: George Wallace Briggs (1875-1959) 

Music: Johann Crüger (1598-1662) 

Hymn Tune: NUN DANKET 
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The Dismissal 

The Blessing 

Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, 

scatter the darkness from before your path, 

and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory;  

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

The Dismissal 

Our Lord says, ‘I am coming soon.’ 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

May the Lord, when he comes, 

find us watching and waiting.  

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ. Amen.





 

 



Please take this booklet home to recycle 

or share with your friends and neighbours. 
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Our regular services 

Sung Eucharist: Every Sunday at 10.00 am 

Said Eucharist:  Every Wednesday at 10.00 am 

Choral Evensong: First Sunday of the month at 6.00 pm 

   Next on Sunday 7 January 

Compline:   First Wednesday of the month at 8.30 pm 

   Next on Wednesday 3 January 

Contact us 

If you’d like to get in touch you can send an email to 

hello@whitkirkchurch.org.uk, or find more details on our 

website at whitkirkchurch.org.uk/contact. 


