
 

  

Where all find a welcome and are nurtured in their journey with Christ. 

Sung Eucharist 
The fourth Sunday of Lent 
Mothering Sunday 

 

 

‘Jesus, like a mother you gather your people to you;  
you are gentle with us as a mother with her children.’ 



 

Welcome to St Mary’s 

 Support our work 

St Mary’s is a charity which receives no funding from the 
government and is entirely dependent on donations and fees to 
keep its doors open, continue its work in the community, and 
maintain its buildings and outdoor spaces. 

If you would like to donate to support us you can give during the 
service as giving plates are passed around. Alternatively, you can 
place your offering on the plate by the door as you leave or tap 
your contactless card or device. 

You can also donate online by card or directly from your 
bank by scanning this QR Code with your camera or by 
visiting wkrk.uk/donate. 

If you'd like to give in some other way, find out more about 
planned giving, or learn how we use donations then please ask a 
member of our team. 

 Hearing loop available 

Our church is fitted with an inductive loop system which can be 
picked up by setting hearing aids to the “T” position. 

🗩 Follow the instructions of our stewards 

Please follow all instructions from our stewards, especially during 
communion. 



 

 Please sanitise your hands 

Please clean your hands using the provided hand sanitiser when 
entering and leaving the building. 

📖 Digital order of service available 

If you prefer, you can follow our order of service on 
your own phone or tablet. Just visit wkrk.uk/oos on 
your browser or scan this QR Code. 

🤝 Handshakes optional 

When we offer each other a sign of peace you’re welcome to 
share a handshake, but remember that some people may not be 
comfortable with this and will instead simply nod or wave. 

 Communion is your choice 

Communion is available as both bread and wine, but if you wish 
to only receive the bread please do so and then return to your 
seat. Receiving only the bread is still considered to be full 
communion by the Church of England. 

 Masks welcome 

If you feel more comfortable wearing a face covering, please do 
so. If you’ve forgotten a face covering and would like one, please 
speak to a member of our team. 

We encourage people with coughs and colds to wear a face 
covering, to help prevent the spread of winter bugs. 
  



 

Upcoming services 

Said Eucharist 
Wednesday 13 March at 10.00 am 

Sung Compline 
Following the “Living in Lent” talk 
Thursday 14 March at 7.40 pm 

Sung Eucharist for Passion Sunday 
Sunday 17 March at 10.00 am 

A prayer for vacancy 

Heavenly Father, Good Shepherd of all, 
during this time of vacancy at St Mary’s we ask that you 
comfort those who worry, 
strengthen those who carry the weight of responsibility, 
support and guide the PCC, 
inspire a priest with your calling to this ministry, 
and stay near us as we continue to worship you 
together in this place. 
Amen. 



 

Notices and events 

Update on appointing the next Vicar 
We are pleased to be able to let you know that the advert for the next 
Vicar of Whitkirk will be published in the coming days. 

This advert is supported by a parish profile and brochure, both of which 
you are welcome to view (a link will be shared once the advert is 
published). Our thanks to all those involved in the hard work that has 
gone in to their production. 

The advert will be live for around a month, following which there will 
be a shortlisting process, and interviews with candidates will be held in 
early May. The PCC has nominated Janet Blenkinsop and Adam Kelly as 
our parish representatives on the interview panel. They will be joined 
by representatives of the Bishop and our Patron, The Society for the 
Maintenance of the Faith. 

We will keep you informed of any major developments and ask for your 
continued prayers as the process moves forward. 

— The Churchwardens 

Lent Talk - 'Living in Lent' 

This Thursday 14 March at 7.00 pm 
St Mary's Church, Whitkirk 
The third in our 'Living in Lent' series of talks, where each week one of 
our congregation will offer their own reflections on the season of Lent. 

This evening's Lent Talk is given by Adam Kelly. 

Join us after the service for refreshments 
You are warmly invited to join us after the service for refreshments in 
our Community Centre. 
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The Gathering 

Our worship begins at the sound of the bell as the sacred ministers enter, 
during which the introit hymn is sung. 
 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord:  
Unnumbered blessings, give my spirit voice;  
Tender to me the promise of his word;  
In God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice.  

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his name:  
Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done;  
His mercy sure, from age to age the same;  
His holy name, the Lord, the mighty one.  

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might:  
Pow’rs and dominions lay their glory by;  
Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight,  
The hungry fed, the humble lifted high.  

Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word:  
Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure.  
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord  
To children’s children and for evermore.  

Words: Timothy Dudley-Smith (b. 1926) 
Music: Walter Greatorex (1877-1949) 

Hymn Tune: WOODLANDS 
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In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

The Greeting 

Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you 

and also with you. 

Words of Welcome 

Prayers of Penitence 

Jesus, like a mother you gather your people to you;  
you are gentle with us as a mother with her children. 
Often you weep over our sins and our pride, 
tenderly you draw us from hatred and judgement. 

Silence is kept. 
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Come, let us return to the Lord and say: 

Lord our God, 
in our sin we have avoided your call. 
Our love for you is like a morning cloud, 
like the dew that goes away early. 
Have mercy on us; 
deliver us from judgement; 
bind up our wounds and revive us; 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

A setting of the ‘Kyrie’ is sung. 

Lord, have mercy, 
Lord, have mercy, 
Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy, 
Christ, have mercy, 
Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy, 
Lord, have mercy, 
Lord, have mercy.  
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The president says: 

May almighty God have mercy on us, 
forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

The Collect 

The president introduces a period of silent prayer with the words ‘Let us pray’. 

God of compassion,  
whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary,  
shared the life of a home in Nazareth,  
and on the cross drew the whole human family to himself:  
strengthen us in our daily living  
that in joy and sorrow  
we may know the power of your presence  
to bind together and to heal;  
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,  
who is alive and reigns with you,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever.  

Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 

Please sit. 

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Colossians. 

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe 
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 
meekness, and patience. Bear with one another 
and, if anyone has a complaint against another, 
forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven 
you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe 
yourselves with love, which binds everything 
together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of 
Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you 
were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let 
the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and 
admonish one another in all wisdom; and with 
gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and 
spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in 
word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him. 

Colossians 3.12-17 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand as the gradual hymn is sung. During the hymn a procession will 
make its way to the centre of the nave from where the Gospel for the day is 
read. To symbolise our desire to turn to Christ in our daily lives, at the end of 
the hymn we remain standing and turn to face the place where the Gospel is 
proclaimed. 

Hymn 

For Mary, mother of our Lord, 
God’s holy name be praised, 
Who first the Son of God adored, 
As on her child she gazed. 

The angel Gabriel brought the word 
She should Christ’s mother be; 
Our Lady, handmaid of the Lord, 
Made answer willingly. 

The heav’nly call she thus obeyed, 
And so God’s will was done; 
The second Eve love’s answer made 
Which our redemption won. 

She gave her body for God’s shrine, 
Her heart to piercing pain, 
And knew the cost of love divine 
When Jesus Christ was slain. 
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Dear Mary, from your lowliness 
And home in Galilee, 
There comes a joy and holiness 
To ev’ry family. 

Hail, Mary, you are full of grace, 
Above all women blest; 
And blest your Son, whom your embrace 
In birth and death confessed. 

Words: John Raphael Peacey (1896-1971) 
Music: Gordon Slater (1896-1979) 

Hymn Tune: SAINT BOTOLPH 

Gospel Reading 

An acclamation is said to herald the Gospel.  

Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. 
The Lord is a great God, 
O that today you would listen to his voice. 
Harden not your hearts. 

cf Psalm 95.3,8 

Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were 
his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife 
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of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw 
his mother and the disciple whom he loved 
standing beside her, he said to his mother, 
‘Woman, here is your son.’ Then he said to the 
disciple, ‘Here is your mother.’ And from that 
hour the disciple took her into his own home. 

John 19.25b-27 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 

Please sit after the preacher leads us in prayer. 

Affirmation of Faith 

Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God. 

Though he was divine, 
he did not cling to equality with God, 
but made himself nothing. 
Taking the form of a slave, 
he was born in human likeness. 
He humbled himself 
and was obedient to death, 
even the death of the cross. 
Therefore God has raised him on high, 



 9 

and given him the name above every name: 
that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, 
and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

cf Philippians 2.6-11 

Prayers of Intercession 

Following an invitation to pray from the intercessor we kneel or sit to pray.  

The response to the bidding. 

Lord, in your mercy. 

Hear our prayer. 

Then at the end. 

Merciful Father, 

Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 
Our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen.  
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

Please stand with the president. 

The Peace 

Jesus, like a mother you gather your people to you. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

This is usually a handshake shared with those near you. 

Preparation of the Table 

The table is prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it. 

A hymn is sung. During this hymn a collection, our financial offering in support 
of the work of the church both at St. Mary’s and across our diocese, is taken. 

You can place cash or giving envelopes on the collection plates as 
they are passed around. If you would prefer, or if you miss the 
plate, you can also give by scanning this QR code, or by tapping 
your contactless card or device on the giving plate by the door as you leave. 
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Hymn 

Sing we of the blessèd Mother  
Who received the angel’s word,  
And obedient to his summons  
Bore in love the infant Lord;  
Sing we of the joys of Mary  
At whose breast that child was fed,  
Who is Son of God eternal  
And the everlasting Bread.  

Sing we, too, of Mary’s sorrows,  
Of the sword that pierced her through,  
When beneath the cross of Jesus  
She his weight of suff’ring knew,  
Looked upon her Son and Saviour  
Reigning high on Calv’ry’s tree,  
Saw the price of our redemption  
Paid to set the sinner free. 

Sing again the joys of Mary  
When she saw the risen Lord,  
And, in prayer with Christ’s apostles,  
Waited on his promised word:  
From on high the blazing glory  
Of the Spirit's presence came.  
Heav’nly breath of God’s own being,  
Manifest through wind and flame.  
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Sing the greatest joy of Mary  
When on earth her work was done,  
And the Lord of all creation  
Brought her to his heav’nly home:  
Virgin mother, Mary blessèd,  
Raised on high and crowned with grace,  
May your Son, the world’s redeemer,  
Grant us all to see his face.   

Words: George Bourne Timms (1910-1997) 
Music: Cyril Vincent Taylor (1907-1991) 

Hymn Tune: ABBOT’S LEIGH 

Taking of the Bread and Wine 

God of our journey, 
as we walk with you on your path of obedience, 
sustain us on our way and lead us to your glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.  

The Eucharistic Prayer 

Please kneel or sit. 

The Lord is here. 

His Spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise.  

Cradling God, we thank and praise you 
because like a mother you brought all things into being. 
Through trial and truth-telling, touch and tenderness 
you nurtured a people 
and led them in the ways of justice and peace. 
When the time came  
for you to dwell among us in flesh and blood, 
your Holy Spirit called a woman to be the godbearer, 
that in her we may behold 
that our bodies could bring forth your glory. 
And so we join with angels and archangels 
and all the household of heaven 
to sing the song of your eternal joy. 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.  
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Redeeming God, you called a woman 
to be closest to your Son at the moment of his nativity, 
at the place of his crucifixion 
and in the wonder of his resurrection. 
Like a mother hen gathering her chicks 
you draw the weary, the lost and the betrayed 
to the abundant table of your kingdom. 
Send your Holy Spirit on your church, 
that it may radiate gladness as its destiny with you. 
By that same Spirit, sanctify this bread and this cup 
that they may be for us 
the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Who, at supper with his disciples 
took bread, gave you thanks, broke the bread, 
and gave it to them, saying, 
‘Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.’ 

After supper he took the cup. 
Again he gave you thanks,  
and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
‘Drink this, all of you:  
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it,  
in remembrance of me.’ 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
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Yearning God, bless every mother 
who gives and does not count the cost, 
who toils and does not seek for rest, 
who labours and does not ask for any reward, 
save that of knowing that she does your will. 
Visit and heal the sadness of those 
whose calling to be a mother has not been fulfilled. 
Transfigure the distress 
of any whose experience of raising a child 
has meant a sword has pieced their own heart. 
Come close to all who find 
they cannot look upon a parent 
with either gratitude or grace. 
Hasten the day when the holy city descends 
like a bride prepared for you, 
when all desires are known 
and from you no secrets are hid, 
ever-living, ever-giving God, 
Trinity of mercy and love. 

Amen. (Sung)  

Silence is kept. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

Lord Jesus, remember us in your kingdom 
and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 

The president breaks the consecrated bread. 

Every time we eat this bread 
and drink this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death 
until he comes. 
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The Agnus Dei is sung as the bread is broken for distribution.  

Jesus, Lamb of God, 
have mercy on us. 

Jesus, bearer of our sins, 
have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world, 
grant us peace.  

Invitation to Communion 

Jesus is the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 

The president and people receive communion. All baptised Christians are 
welcome to receive the sacrament. Please follow the guidance offered by the 
stewards. 

If you are not baptised, or would prefer to not receive, then do still come 
forward for a blessing bringing this book with you so the president knows your 
intention. 

The sacrament is available in both kinds, however if you wish to only receive 
the bread please do so and then return to your place. Receiving in one kind is 
still considered to be full communion by the Church of England. Please do not 
dip bread in the wine (sometimes called ‘intincting’). 

To the words “The Body/Blood of Christ” the communicant replies “Amen”. 
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For those at home it might be helpful to use this prayer during the 
distribution. 

God made known 
in the strength and vulnerability of birth, 
the joy and pain of motherhood, 
in nights of sleepless love, 
and inner ocean’s flow, 
in demands without number 
and questions without answer: 
give us gratitude for the women who carried us, 
for the carers who nurture us 
and for the chance to pass on life to others; 
through Jesus Christ, Mary’s child. 
Amen.  

Choir Anthem 

‘Magnificat’ 

My soul doth magnify the Lord: 
And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

For he hath regarded: 
the lowliness of his hand-maiden. 

For behold, from henceforth: 
All generations shall call me blessèd. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me: 
And holy is his Name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him: 
Throughout all generations. 
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He hath shewèd strength with his arm: 
He hath scattered the proud 
in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat: 
And hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things: 
And the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy 
hath holpen his servant Israel: 

As he promised to our forefathers 
Abraham and his seed for ever. 

Glory be to the Father: 
And to the Son and to the Holy Ghost: 
As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be: 
World without end. Amen. 

Words: Luke 1.46 
Music: Plainsong with fauxbourdons 

Giovanni Ilorio (16th century) 
 

The following communion hymns may be sung during the distribution as time allows. 
Please remain seated. 

Bind us together, Lord, bind us together  
With cords that cannot be broken.  
Bind us together, Lord, bind us together, Lord,  
Bind us together in love.  
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There is only one God,  
There is only one King.  
There is only one Body,  
That is why we sing:  

Bind us together, Lord, bind us together  
With cords that cannot be broken.  
Bind us together, Lord, bind us together, Lord,  
Bind us together in love.  

Fit for the glory of God,  
Purchased by his precious Blood,  
Born with the right to be free:  
Jesus the vict’ry has won.  

Bind us together, Lord, bind us together  
With cords that cannot be broken.  
Bind us together, Lord, bind us together, Lord,  
Bind us together in love. 

We are the fam’ly of God,  
We are his promise divine,  
We are his chosen desire,  
We are the glorious new wine.  

Bind us together, Lord, bind us together  
With cords that cannot be broken.  
Bind us together, Lord, bind us together, Lord,  
Bind us together in love.  

Words & Music: Bob Gillman (b. 1946) 
 Music arrangement: Malcolm Archer (b. 1952) 
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For the beauty of the earth, 
For the beauty of the skies, 
For the love which from our birth 
Over and around us lies: 
Lord of all, to thee we raise 
This our sacrifice of praise. 

For the beauty of each hour 
Of the day and of the night, 
Hill and vale and tree and flow’r, 
Sun and moon and stars of light: 
Lord of all, to thee we raise 
This our sacrifice of praise. 

For the joy of human love, 
Brother, sister, parent, child, 
Friends on earth, and friends above, 
Pleasures pure and undefiled: 
Lord of all, to thee we raise 
This our sacrifice of praise. 

For each perfect gift of thine, 
To our race so freely giv’n, 
Graces human and divine, 
Flow’rs of earth and buds of heav’n: 
Lord of all, to thee we raise 
This our sacrifice of praise. 
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For thy Church which evermore 
Lifteth holy hands above, 
Off’ring up on ev’ry shore 
Her pure sacrifice of love: 
Lord of all, to thee we raise 
This our sacrifice of praise. 

  Words: Folliot Sandford Pierpoint (1835-1917) 
 Music: Geoffrey Shaw (1879-1943) 

adapted from a folk song 
Hymn Tune: ENGLAND’S LANE 

The Post Communion Prayer 

Please stand with the president who introduces a time of silent prayer with 
the words ‘Let us pray’.  

Loving God, 
as a mother feeds her children at the breast 
you feed us in this sacrament 
with the food and drink of eternal life: 

help us who have tasted your goodness 
to grow in grace within the household of faith; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
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Blessing of the Flowers 

Daffodils, kindly supplied by Co-op Funeralcare and Wm. Dodgson & Son, are 
presented to the president for this prayer of blessing and are then distributed 
amongst the congregation. 

God, our Mother and Father 
whose love surrounds us daily, 
we pray you bless these flowers 
that they might be tokens of your love 
and symbols of hope 
giving joy to those who give and receive 
we ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Hymn 

Now thank we all our God, 
With heart and hands and voices, 
Who wondrous things hath done, 
In whom his world rejoices; 
Who from our mother’s arms 
Hath blessed us on our way 
With countless gifts of love, 
And still is ours today. 
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O may this bounteous God 
Through all our life be near us, 
With ever joyful hearts 
And blessèd peace to cheer us; 
And keep us in his grace, 
And guide us when perplexed, 
And free us from all ills 
In this world and the next. 

All praise and thanks to God 
The Father now be given, 
The Son, and him who reigns 
With them in highest heaven, 
The One eternal God, 
Whom earth and heav’n adore; 
For thus it was, is now, 
And shall be evermore. 

Words: Martin Rinkart (1586-1649) 
translated by Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878) 

Music: Johann Crüger (1598-1662) 
Hymn Tune: NUN DANKET 
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The Dismissal 

The Blessing 

Jesus, by your dying we are born to new life; 
by your anguish and labour we come forth in joy 
and the blessing of God Almighty 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 
rest upon you and those whom you love 
now and always. 

Amen. 

Go in the peace of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 



Please take this booklet home to recycle 
or share with your friends and neighbours. 

St Mary’s Church, Whitkirk 390 Selby Road Leeds LS15 0AA 

Registered Charity Number 1130280 

🌐 whitkirkchurch.org.uk   /whitkirkchurch   @stmaryswhitkirk 

Our regular services 

Sung Eucharist: Every Sunday at 10.00 am 

Said Eucharist:  Every Wednesday at 10.00 am 

Choral Evensong: First Sunday of the month at 6.00 pm 
   Next on Sunday 7 March 

Compline:   Next on Thursday 14 March at 7.40 pm 

Contact us 

If you’d like to get in touch you can call us on 0113 264 5790, 
send an email to hello@whitkirkchurch.org.uk, or find more 
details on our website at whitkirkchurch.org.uk/contact. 


