
 

  

Where all find a welcome and are nurtured in their journey with Christ. 

Sung Eucharist 

The first Sunday of Christmas 

 

 

‘This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 

wrapped in cloth and lying in a manger’ 

Luke 2.12 

 

 



 

Welcome to St Mary’s 

! Support our work 

St Mary’s is a charity which receives no funding from the government 

and is entirely dependent on donations and fees to keep its doors open, 

continue its work in the community, and maintain its buildings and 

outdoor spaces. 

If you would like to donate to support us you can give during the 

service as giving plates are passed around. Alternatively, you can place 

your offering on the plate by the door as you leave or tap your 

contactless card or device. 

You can also donate online by card or directly from your bank 

by scanning this QR Code with your phone’s camera or by 

visiting wkrk.uk/donate. 

If you'd like to give in some other way, find out more about 

planned giving, or learn how we use donations then please ask a 

member of our team. 

" Hearing loop available 

Our church is fitted with an inductive loop system which can be picked 

up by setting hearing aids to the “T” position. 

# Follow the instructions of our stewards 

Please follow all instructions from our stewards, especially during 

communion. 

$ Please sanitise your hands 

Please clean your hands using the provided hand sanitiser when entering 

and leaving the building. 



 

% Digital order of service available 

If you prefer, you can follow our order of service on your 

own phone or tablet. Just visit wkrk.uk/oos on your 

browser or scan this QR Code. 

 Communion is your choice 

Communion is available as both bread and wine, but if you wish to only 

receive the bread please do so and then return to your seat. Receiving 

only the bread is still considered to be full communion by the Church of 

England. 

& Children welcome 

We love having children at our services and we want them – and their 

families – to love being here. If your children need to move around or 

make noise during the service, please don’t feel uncomfortable.  We are 

glad to hear and see them: they are the future of the church! 

Toys and activities are provided in our Family Corner just inside the 

main door and children are welcome to make use of these either in this 

area or in their pew. Please note that this area is not supervised; 

children must be supervised by a responsible adult at all times. 

' Safeguarding 

Our Parish Safeguarding team can be contacted at any time. You can 

talk to Rev’d Claire or to Janet Blenkinsop, our Parish Safeguarding 

Officer, you can email safeguarding@whitkirkchurch.org.uk, or 

you can find more information and contact details at wkrk.uk/safe. 



 

Upcoming services 

Sung Eucharist for the Epiphany 

Sunday 5 January at 10.00 am  

Festal Evensong for the Epiphany 

Sunday 5 January at 6.00 pm 

Please note that there is no midweek 

Eucharist or service of Compline on New Year’s Day 

Notices 

Join us after the service for refreshments 

You are warmly invited to join us for refreshments in our Community 

Centre after the service. 
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The Gathering 

Please stand at the sound of the bell as the sacred ministers enter, during 

which this hymn is sung. 

Angels, from the realms of glory,  

wing your flight o’er all the earth;  

ye who sang creation’s story  

now proclaim Messiah’s birth: 

Come and worship 

Christ, the new-born King: 

Come and worship, 

worship Christ, the new-born King. 

Shepherds in the field abiding,  

watching o’er your flocks by night,  

God with us is now residing;  

yonder shines the infant Light:  

Come and worship 

Christ, the new-born King: 

Come and worship, 

worship Christ, the new-born King. 

Saints before the altar bending, 

watching long in hope and fear, 

suddenly the Lord, descending, 

in his temple shall appear: 

Come and worship 

Christ, the new-born King: 

Come and worship, 

worship Christ, the new-born King. 
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Though an infant now we view him,  

he shall fill his Father’s throne,  

gather all the nations to him;  

ev’ry knee shall then bow down:  

Come and worship 

Christ, the new-born King: 

Come and worship, 

worship Christ, the new-born King. 

Words: James Montgomery (1771-1854) 

 Music: French traditional melody 

 arranged by Charles Wood (1866-1926) 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen.  

The Greeting 

Grace, mercy and peace 

from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you 

and also with you. 
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Words of Welcome 

Prayers of Penitence 

Christ the light of the world has come 

to dispel the darkness of our hearts. 

In his light let us examine ourselves and confess our sins. 

Silence is kept. 

God our Father, 

you sent your Son full of grace and truth: 

forgive our failure to receive him. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Jesus our Saviour, 

you were born in poverty and laid in a manger: 

forgive our greed and rejection of your ways. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Spirit of love, 

your servant Mary responded joyfully to your call: 

forgive the hardness of our hearts. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 
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The president says: 

May the God of all healing and forgiveness 

draw you to himself 

and cleanse you from all your sins, 

that you may behold the glory of his Son, 

the Word made flesh, 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

Gloria in Excelsis 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 
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The Collect 

The president introduces a period of silent prayer with the words ‘Let us pray’. 

Almighty God, 

who wonderfully created us in your own image 

and yet more wonderfully restored us 

through your Son Jesus Christ: 

grant that, as he came to share in our humanity, 

so we may share the life of his divinity; 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

The Liturgy of the Word 

Please sit. 

A reading from the letter to the Colossians. 

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves 

with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and 

patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a 

complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the 

Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, 

clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything 

together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ 

rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the 

one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in 
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you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; 

and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and 

spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or 

deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks to God the Father through him.  

Colossians 3.12-17 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Please stand as the gradual hymn is sung. During the hymn a procession will 

make its way to the centre of the nave from where the Gospel for the day is 

read. To symbolise our desire to turn to Christ in our daily lives, at the end of 

the hymn we remain standing and turn to face the place where the Gospel is 

proclaimed. 

Bind us together, Lord, bind us together  

with cords that cannot be broken.  

Bind us together, Lord, bind us together, Lord,  

bind us together in love.  

There is only one God,  

there is only one King.  

There is only one Body,  

that is why we sing:  

Bind us together, Lord, bind us together  

with cords that cannot be broken.  

Bind us together, Lord, bind us together, Lord,  

bind us together in love.  
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Fit for the glory of God,  

purchased by his precious Blood,  

born with the right to be free:  

Jesus the vict’ry has won.  

Bind us together, Lord, bind us together  

with cords that cannot be broken.  

Bind us together, Lord, bind us together, Lord,  

bind us together in love.  

We are the fam’ly of God,  

we are his promise divine,  

we are his chosen desire,  

we are the glorious new wine.  

Bind us together, Lord, bind us together  

with cords that cannot be broken.  

Bind us together, Lord, bind us together, Lord,  

bind us together in love.  

Words & Music: Bob Gillman (b. 1946) 

 Music arrangement: Malcolm Archer (b. 1952) 

Gospel Reading 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Every year the parents of Jesus went to Jerusalem for the 

festival of the Passover. And when he was twelve years 

old, they went up as usual for the festival. When the 

festival was ended and they started to return, the boy 
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Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not 

know it. Assuming that he was in the group of travellers, 

they went a day’s journey. Then they started to look for 

him among their relatives and friends. When they did not 

find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. 

After three days they found him in the temple, sitting 

among the teachers, listening to them and asking them 

questions. And all who heard him were amazed at his 

understanding and his answers. When his parents saw him 

they were astonished; and his mother said to him, ‘Child, 

why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I 

have been searching for you in great anxiety.’ He said to 

them, ‘Why were you searching for me? Did you not know 

that I must be in my Father’s house?’ But they did not 

understand what he said to them. Then he went down 

with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to 

them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart. 

And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine 

and human favour.  

Luke 2.41-end 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 

Please sit. 
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The Nicene Creed 

Please stand. 

Let us declare our faith in God. 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary  

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 

dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son  

is worshipped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Following an invitation to pray from the intercessor we kneel or sit to pray.  

The response to the bidding: 

Lord, in your mercy. 

Hear our prayer. 

Then at the end: 

Merciful Father, 

Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 

Our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

Please stand with the president.  

The Peace 

Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, 

and his name shall be called the Prince of Peace. 

Isaiah 9.6  

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

This is usually a handshake shared with those near you.  

Preparation of the Table 

The table is prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it. 

A hymn is sung. During this hymn a collection, our financial offering in support 

of the work of the church both at St. Mary’s and across our diocese, is taken. 

You can place cash or giving envelopes on the collection plates as 

they are passed around. If you would prefer, or if you miss the 

plate, you can also give by scanning this QR code, or by tapping 

your contactless card or device on the card reader by the door as you leave. 
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Angel-voices ever singing   

round thy throne of light,   

angel-harps for ever ringing,   

rest not day nor night;   

thousands only live to bless thee   

and confess thee   

Lord of might.   

Thou who art beyond the farthest   

mortal eye can scan,   

can it be that thou regardest    

songs of sinful man?   

Can we know that thou art near us,   

and wilt hear us?   

yea, we can.  

Yea, we know that thou rejoicest   

o’er each work of thine;   

thou didst ears and hands and voices   

for thy praise design;   

craftsman’s art and music’s measure   

for thy pleasure   

all combine.   

In thy house, great God, we offer   

of thine own to thee;   

and for thine acceptance proffer   

all unworthily   

hearts and minds and hands and voices   

in our choicest   

psalmody. 
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Honour, glory, might and merit   

thine shall ever be,   

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,   

blessèd Trinity.   

Of the best that thou hast given   

earth and heaven   

render thee.   

  Francis Pott (1832-1909)  

 Music: Edwin George Monk (1819-1900)  

 Hymn Tune: ANGEL VOICES  

Taking of the Bread and Wine 

Word made flesh, life of the world, 

in your incarnation you embraced our poverty: 

by your Spirit may we share in your riches. 

Amen. 

Please kneel or sit. 

The Eucharistic Prayer (B) 

The Lord is here. 

His Spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
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All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere, 

mighty creator, ever-living God. 

We give you thanks and praise for your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

who for love of our fallen race humbled himself, 

and was born of the Virgin Mary 

by the power of your Spirit, and lived as one of us. 

In this mystery of the Word made flesh 

you have caused his light to shine in our hearts, 

to give knowledge of your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. 

In him we see our God made visible 

and so are caught up in the love of the God we cannot see. 

Therefore with all the angels of heaven 

we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name 

and sing our joyful hymn of praise: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 

and according to your holy will, 

these gifts of bread and wine 

may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
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who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 

took bread and gave you thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 

In the same way, after supper 

he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

he gave it to them, saying: 

Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of me. 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again.  

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 

his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 

rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 

and looking for his coming in glory, 

we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 

we bring before you this bread and this cup 

and we thank you for counting us worthy 

to stand in your presence and serve you. 
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Send the Holy Spirit on your people 

and gather into one in your kingdom 

all who share this one bread and one cup, 

so that we, in the company of  

the Blessed Virgin Mary,  

and all the saints, 

may praise and glorify you for ever, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord; 

 

By whom, and with whom, and in whom, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 

for ever and ever. 

Amen. (Sung). 

Silence is kept. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us, 

let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 

The president breaks the consecrated bread. 

We break the bread of life, 

and that life is the light of the world. 

God here among us, 

light in the midst of us, 

bring us to light and life. 
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The Agnus Dei is sung as the bread is broken for distribution. 

Jesus, Lamb of God, 

have mercy on us. 

Jesus, bearer of our sins, 

have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world, 

grant us peace.  

Invitation to Communion 

Christ is the true bread 

which has come down from heaven. 

Lord, give us this bread always. 

The president and people receive communion. All baptised Christians are 

welcome to receive the sacrament. Please follow the guidance offered by the 

stewards. 

If you are not baptised, or would prefer to not receive, then do still come 

forward for a blessing bringing this book with you so the president knows your 

intention. 

The sacrament is available in both kinds, however if you wish to only receive 

the bread please do so and then return to your place. Receiving in one kind is 

still considered to be full communion by the Church of England. Please do not 

dip bread in the wine (sometimes called ‘intincting’).  



 19 

For those at home it might be helpful to use this prayer during the 

distribution. 

God of grace and truth, 

whose word brings light to birth 

in the heart of a darkening world 

which fears a love it cannot name: 

may flesh be blessed and born anew 

by a truth which leaves the heavens 

and walks the waiting earth; 

through Jesus Christ, the Word incarnate. 

Amen.  

Anthem 

Sung by the Choir. 

In dulci jubilo, Let us our homage shew;  

our heart’s joy reclineth in praesepio,  

and like a bright star shineth Matris in gremio.  

Alpha es et O, Alpha es et O!  

O Jesu parvule! My heart is sore for thee!  

Hear me, I beseech thee, O Puer optime!  

My prayer let it reach thee, O Princeps gloriae!  

Trahe me post te, trahe me post te!  

O Patris caritas, O Nati lenitas!  

Deeply were we stainèd per nostra crimina;  

but thou hast for us gainèd coelorum gaudia,  

O that we were there, O that we were there! 
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Ubi sunt gaudia, if that they be not there?  

There are angels singing nova cantica,  

there the bells are ringing in Regis curia:  

O that we were there, O that we were there! 

 Words: English text translated from German 

 by Robert Lucas Pearsall (1795-1856) 

 Music: 14th century German melody 

 arranged by Bob Chilcott (b. 1955) 

The following communion hymns may be sung during the distribution as time 

allows. Please remain seated. 

Of the Father’s heart begotten,  

ere the world from chaos rose,  

he is Alpha: from that Fountain  

all that is and hath been flows;  

he is Omega, of all things  

yet to come the mystic Close,  

evermore and evermore.  

O how blest that wondrous birthday,  

when the Maid the curse retrieved,  

brought to birth mankind’s salvation,  

by the Holy Ghost conceived;  

and the Babe, the world’s Redeemer,  

in her loving arms received,  

evermore and evermore.  
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Sing, ye heights of heav’n, his praises;  

angels and archangels, sing!  

Where-so-e’er ye be, ye faithful,  

let your joyous anthems ring,  

e’vry tongue his name confessing,  

countless voices answering,  

evermore and evermore.  

Words: (Latin) Aurelius Clemens Prudentius (348-413) 

 translated by Robert Furley Davis (1866-1937) 

 Music: Plainsong melody adapted by 

  Theodoricus Petrus in ‘Piae Cantiones’ (1582) 

In the bleak mid-winter  

frosty wind made moan,   

earth stood hard as iron,  

water like a stone;   

snow had fallen, snow on snow,   

snow on snow,  

in the bleak mid-winter  

long ago. 

Our God, heav’n cannot hold him  

nor earth sustain;  

heav’n and earth shall flee away  

when he comes to reign:   

in the bleak mid-winter  

a stable-place sufficed  

the Lord God Almighty  

Jesus Christ. 
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Enough for him, whom cherubim  

worship night and day,  

a breastful of milk  

and a mangerful of hay;  

enough for him, whom angels  

fall down before,  

the ox and ass and camel  

which adore.  

What can I give him, 

poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd 

I would bring a lamb, 

if I were a Wise Man 

I would do my part, 

yet what I can I give him, 

give my heart. 

Words: Christina Georgina Rossetti (1830-1894) 

 Music: Gustav Theodore Holst (1874-1934) 
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The Post-Communion Prayer 

Please stand as the president introduces a time of silent prayer with the 

words ‘Let us pray’.  

Heavenly Father, 

whose blessed Son shared at Nazareth  

the life of an earthly home: 

help your Church to live as one family, 

united in love and obedience, 

and bring us all at last to our home in heaven; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Father of all, 

we give you thanks and praise, 

that when we were still far off 

you met us in your Son and brought us home. 

Dying and living, he declared your love, 

gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 

May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 

we who drink his cup bring life to others; 

we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 

Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 

so we and all your children shall be free, 

and the whole earth live to praise your name; 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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A hymn is sung.  

Joy to the world! The Lord is come; 

let earth receive her King; 

let ev’ry heart prepare him room 

and heav’n and nature sing, 

and heav’n and nature sing, 

and heav’n, and heav’n, and nature sing! 

Joy to the world! The Saviour reigns; 

let men their songs employ; 

while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 

and makes the nations prove 

the glories of his righteousness, 

and wonders of his love, 

and wonders of his love, 

and wonders, wonders, of his love. 

Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748) 

Music: Lowell Mason (1792-1872) 

Hymn Tune: ANTIOCH 
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The Dismissal 

The Blessing 

Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into one 

things earthly and heavenly, 

fill you with peace and goodwill 

and make you partakers of the divine nature; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

The Dismissal 

Go in peace. 

Proclaim the Word made flesh. 

Glory, thanks and praise to God.





 

 



To help us reach net zero carbon emissions by 2030, 

St Mary’s uses recycled paper for all its single-use printing. 

Please take this order of service home to recycle again. 
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Our regular services 

Sung Eucharist: Every Sunday at 10.00 am 

Said Eucharist:  Every Wednesday at 10.00 am 

   (Except New Year’s Day) 

Choral Evensong: First Sunday of the month at 6.00 pm 

Compline:  First Wednesday of the month at 8.30 pm 

Next on Wednesday 5 February 

(No Compline on New Year’s Day) 

Daily Prayers: Tuesday to Saturday at 8.30am and 5.30pm 

Contact us 

If you’d like to get in touch you can call us on 0113 264 5790, 

send an email to hello@whitkirkchurch.org.uk, or find more 

details on our website at whitkirkchurch.org.uk/contact. 


