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Whitkirk
Where all find a welcome and are nurtured in their journey with Christ.

Sung Eucharist
The third Sunday of Advent




Welcome to St Mary’s

€ Support our work

St Mary’s is a charity which receives no funding from the government
and is entirely dependent on donations and fees to keep its doors open,
continue its work in the community, and maintain its buildings and
outdoor spaces.

If you would like to donate to support us you can give during the

service as giving plates are passed around. Alternatively, you can place
your offering on the plate by the door as you leave or tap your

contactless card or device, or give online by card or directly Ef'ﬁm
from your bank by scanning this QR Code with your phone’s 2
camera or by visiting wkrk.uk/donate.

If you'd like to give in some other way, find out about planned giving, or
learn how we use donations then please ask any member of our team.

@ Accessible for everyone

We aim to be accessible for everyone. For more information
on accessibility at St Mary’s please see wkrk.uk/access or ask
any member of our team.

® Our stewards are here to help

Please follow all instructions from our stewards, especially during
communion. If you need extra help during a service, or if you would
need help to leave the building in an emergency, please let us know.

AR Digital order of service available

If you prefer, you can follow our order of service on your own EREYE
phone or tablet. Just visit wkrk.uk/oos on your browser or 3
scan this QR Code. O |

[




@¢ This service is streamed

We record and live-stream many of our services. If you'd =533 =
prefer not to appear on camera, please let any member of
our team know. You can find more information on E

streaming, privacy and your rights on our website at
wkrk.uk/sp or by scanning this QR Code.

® Communion is your choice

Communion is available as both bread and wine, but if you wish to only
receive the bread please do so and then return to your seat. Receiving
only the bread is still considered to be full communion by the Church of
England.

iii Children welcome

We love having children at our services and we want them — and their
families — to love being here. If your children need to move around or
make noise during the service, please don’t feel uncomfortable. We are
glad to hear and see them; they are the future of the church!

Toys and activities are available in our Tots’ Corner are near the main
door, and children are welcome to make use of these either in this area
or in their pew. This area is not supervised; children must be always
supervised by a responsible adult.

4 Safeguarding

Our Parish Safeguarding team can be contacted at any time.  [&]|:T§[®]
You can talk to Rev’d Claire or to Janet Blenkinsop, our '

Parish Safeguarding Officer, you can email =
safeguarding@whitkirkchurch.org.uk, or you can find

more information and contact details at wkrk.uk/safe.




Other services this week

Messy Christingle
Today at 4.00 pm

Said Eucharist
Wednesday |7 December at 10.00 am

The Longest Night
Thursday |8 December at 6.00 pm

Sanctuary
Thursday |8 December at 6.00 pm

Sung Eucharist for the fourth Sunday of Advent
Sunday 21 December at 10.00 am

Festival of Lessons and Carols
Sunday 21 December at 7.00 pm

Advent and Christmas at St Mary's

December 14, 4.00 pm: Messy Christingle
Messy Church for Christmas, with a short Christingle service

December 18, 6.00 pm: The Longest Night
A chance to reflect and remember

December 19, 7.00 pm: Carol Singalong in the Brown Cow
With Altofts and Normanton Brass Band

December 21, 7.00 pm: Festival of Lessons and Carols
Christmas Eve, 5.00 pm: Crib Service
Christmas Eve, |1.30 pm: Midnight Mass




Notices and events

The Leeds South & East Food Bank:
What's Needed in December

The Leeds South & East Food Bank continues to be in urgent need of
donations of food to help feed those in most need. In particular at the
moment they are asking for UHT milk, biscuits, custard, cooking
sauces and tinned or packet mashed potatoes.

If you are able, you can donate by picking one of these items up in your
weekly shop and dropping it in the box at the back of the church. You
can find other ways to help, including donating money or your time, on
their website at wkrk.uk/fbd. If you need the help of a foodbank
yourself, see wkrk.uk/fbh.

Bible discussion group

Due to clashes with other Christmas and Advent activities, the Bible
Discussion Group will take a break in December. It will restart on
Friday 9 January, 6.00 pm until 7.00 pm as usual.

Carol Singalong

This Friday 19 December at 7.00 pm
The Brown Cow

Come and join the St Mary's Choir and Altofts and Normanton Brass
Band as we sing festive favourites in the pub.

Join us after the service for refreshments

You are warmly invited to join us after the service for refreshments in
our Community Centre.



https://wkrk.uk/fbd
https://wkrk.uk/fbh




The Gathering

Our worship begins at the sound of the bell, please stand as the sacred
ministers enter, during which the introit hymn is sung.

On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry
announces that the Lord is nigh;
awake, and hearken, for he brings
glad tidings of the King of kings.

Then cleansed be ev’ry breast from sin;
make straight the way for God within;
prepare we in our hearts a home,
where such a mighty guest may come.

For thou art our salvation, Lord,

our refuge and our great reward;
without thy grace we waste away,
like flow’rs that wither and decay.

To heal the sick stretch out thine hand,
and bid the fallen sinner stand;

shine forth and let thy light restore
earth’s own true loveliness once more.



All praise, eternal Son, to thee

whose advent doth thy people free,

whom with the Father we adore

and Holy Ghost for evermore.

In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

The Greeting

Grace, mercy and peace
from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ
be with you

and also with you.

Words of Welcome

Words: Charles Coffin (1676-1749)

translated by John Chandler (1806-1876) alt.
Music: from ‘Musikalisches Handbuch’ (1690)

Hymn Tune: WINCHESTER NEW



Lighting of the Advent Candle

The president moves to the Advent Wreath to light the third of the Advent
candles. This week the candle helps us remember John the Baptist, who
proclaimed the Saviour.

God our Father,

you gave to Zechariah and Elizabeth in their old age

a son called John.

He grew up strong in spirit,

prepared the people for the coming of the Lord,

and baptised them in the Jordan to wash away their sins.
Help us, who have been baptised into Christ,

to be ready to welcome him into our hearts,

and to grow strong in faith by the power of the Spirit.
We ask this through Jesus Christ,

the light who is coming into the world.

Amen.

The third candle is lit.

Lord Jesus, light of the world,

John told the people to prepare,

for you were very near.

As Christmas grows closer day by day,
help us to be ready to welcome you now.
Amen.

Invitation to Confession

A voice cries out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the
Lord’. So let us listen and turn to the Lord in penitence and faith.

Silence is kept.



Heavenly Father,
you have created a universe of light:
forgive us when we return to darkness.

Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Lord Jesus,
you are the light of the world:
cleanse and heal our blinded sight.

Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.

Holy Spirit,
you give us light in our hearts:
renew us in faith and love.

Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

A setting of the ‘Kyrie eleison’ is sung by the Choir.

Lord, have mercy,
Lord, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy,
Christ, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy,
Lord, have mercy.



The president says:

Almighty God,

who in Jesus Christ has given us

a kingdom that cannot be destroyed,
forgive you your sins,

open your eyes to God’s truth,
strengthen you to do God’s will

and give you the joy of his kingdom,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Collect
The president introduces a period of silent prayer with the words ‘Let us pray’.

O Lord Jesus Christ,

who at your first coming

sent your messenger to prepare your way before you:
grant that the ministers and stewards of your mysteries
may likewise so prepare and make ready your way

by turning the hearts of the disobedient

to the wisdom of the just,

that at your second coming to judge the world

we may be found an acceptable people in your sight;
for you are alive and reign with the Father

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Amen.



The Liturgy of the Word

Please sit.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the
desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus it shall
blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing.
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of
Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the
Lord, the majesty of our God. Strengthen the weak
hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those
who are of a fearful heart, ‘Be strong, do not fear! Here
is your God. He will come with vengeance, with
terrible recompense. He will come and save you.” Then
the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of
the deaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For
waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams
in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, and
the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals
shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds
and rushes. A highway shall be there, and it shall be
called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it,
but it shall be for God’s people; no traveller, not even
fools, shall go astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall
any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be

found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. And



the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to
Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their
heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow

and sighing shall flee away.

Isaiah 35.1-10

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Hymn

Please stand as the gradual hymn is sung. To symbolise our desire to turn to
Christ in our daily lives, at the end of the hymn we remain standing and turn
to face the place where the Gospel is proclaimed.

Through the night of doubt and sorrow
onward goes the pilgrim band,

singing songs of expectation,

marching to the promised land.

One the light of God’s own presence
o’er his ransomed people shed,
chasing far the gloom and terror,
bright’ning all the path we tread.

One the object of our journey,
one the faith which never tires,
one the earnest looking forward,
one the hope our God inspires.



One the strain that lips of thousands
lift as from the heart of one;

one the conflict, one the peril,

one the march in God begun.

One the gladness of rejoicing
one the far eternal shore;
where the one almighty Father
reigns in love for evermore.

Words: Bernhardt Severin Ingemann (1789-1862)
translated by Sabine Baring-Gould (1834-1924)
Music: Martin Shaw (1875-1958)

Hymn Tune: MARCHING

Gospel Reading

Choir  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

All Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Choir  Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.

All Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

cf Isaiah 40.3-5

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was
doing, he sent word by his disciples and said to him,
‘Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for
another? Jesus answered them, ‘Go and tell John what

you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame



walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead
are raised, and the poor have good news brought to
them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offence at
me.” As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the
crowds about John: ‘What did you go out into the
wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind?
What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in
soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in
royal palaces. What then did you go out to see? A
prophet? Yes, | tell you, and more than a prophet. This
is the one about whom it is written, “See, | am sending
my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way
before you.” Truly | tell you, among those born of
women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist;
yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than
he.

Matthew 1 1.2-11

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Please sit after the preacher leads us in prayer.



An Affirmation of Faith

Please stand with the president.

Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God.

Though he was divine,

he did not cling to equality with God,

but made himself nothing.

Taking the form of a slave,

he was born in human likeness.

He humbled himself

and was obedient to death,

even the death of the cross.

Therefore God has raised him on high,

and given him the name above every name:
that at the name of Jesus

every knee should bow,

and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

Amen.

cf Philippians 2.6-11

Prayers of Intercession
Following an invitation to pray from the intercessor we kneel or sit to pray.
The following response is used.

Lord, in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.



then at the end:

Merciful Father,

accept these prayers

for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

The Liturgy of the Sacrament

Please stand.

The Peace

In the tender mercy of our God,

the dayspring from on high shall break upon us,
to give light to those who dwell in darkness
and in the shadow of death,

and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

cf Luke 1.78,79

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

This is usually a handshake shared with those near you.



Preparation of the Table
The table is prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it.

A hymn is sung. During this hymn a collection, our financial offering in support
of the work of the church both at St. Mary’s and across our diocese, is taken.

You can place cash or giving envelopes on the collection plates as Efﬁ@
they are passed around. If you would prefer, or if you miss the 12

plate, you can also give by scanning this QR code, or by tapping

your contactless card or device on the card reader by the door as you leave.

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed,
great David’s greater Son!
Hail, in the time appointed,

his reign on earth begun!

He comes to break oppression,
to set the captive free;

to take away transgression,
and rule in equity.

He comes with succour speedy

to those who suffer wrong;

to help the poor and needy,

and bid the weak be strong;

to give them songs for sighing,
their darkness turn to light,

whose souls, condemned and dying,
were precious in his sight.



He shall come down like showers
upon the fruitful earth,

and love, joy, hope, like flowers,
spring in his path to birth:

before him on the mountains
shall peace, the herald, go;

and righteousness, in fountains,
from hill to valley flow.

Kings shall fall down before him,
and gold and incense bring;

all nations shall adore him,

his praise all people sing;

to him shall prayer unceasing
and daily vows ascend;

his kingdom still increasing,

a kingdom without end

O’er every foe victorious,

he on his throne shall rest,
from age to age more glorious,
all-blessing and all-blest.

The tide of time shall never

his covenant remove;

his name shall stand for ever,
that name to us is love.

Words: James Montgomery (1771-1854) based on Psalm 72
Music: from a melody in J. Criiger’s ‘Gesangbuch’
adapted by William Henry Monk (1823-1889)

Hymn Tune: CRUGER
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Taking of the Bread and Wine

As this bread was scattered
and then gathered and made one,
so may your Church be gathered into your kingdom.

Glory to you, O God, for ever.

Wisdom has built her a house;
she has mixed her wine; she has set her table.

Glory to you, O God, for ever.

Please kneel or sit.

The Eucharistic Prayer (A)

The Lord is here.
His Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.



It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise,
almighty God and everlasting Father,

through Jesus Christ your Son.

For when he humbled himself

to come among us in human flesh,

he fulfilled the plan you formed

before the foundation of the world

to open for us the way of salvation.

Confident that your promise will be fulfilled,

we now watch for the day

when Christ our Lord will come again in glory.

And so we join our voices with angels and archangels
and with all the company of heaven

to proclaim your glory for ever praising you and singing:
Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might.

Heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blesséd is he, O blesséd is he

who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.

Accept our praises, heavenly Father,

through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ,

and as we follow his example and obey his command,
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit
these gifts of bread and wine

may be to us his body and his blood;

who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.



In the same way, after supper

he took the cup and gave you thanks;

he gave it to them, saying:

Drink this, all of you;

this is my blood of the new covenant,

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,

in remembrance of me.

Therefore, heavenly Father,

we remember his offering of himself

made once for all upon the cross;

we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension;
we look for the coming of your kingdom,

and with this bread and this cup

we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord.

Christ is the bread of life:

When we eat this bread and drink this cup,

we proclaim your death, Lord Jesus,

until you come in glory, until you come in glory.

Accept through him, our great high priest,
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise,

and as we eat and drink these holy gifts

in the presence of your divine majesty,
renew us by your Spirit,

inspire us with your love

and unite us in the body of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through him, and with him, and in him,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

with all who stand before you in earth and heaven,
we worship you, Father almighty,

in songs of everlasting praise:



Blessing and honour and glory and power
be yours for ever and ever.
Amen.

Silence is kept.

The Lord’s Prayer

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power and the glory,

for ever and ever.

Amen.



Breaking of the Bread
The president breaks the consecrated bread.

We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.

Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

The Agnus Dei is sung as the bread is broken for distribution.

Lamb of God,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God,
you take away the sins of the world,
grant us peace.

Invitation to Communion

Draw near with faith.

Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
which he gave for you,

and his blood which he shed for you.

Eat and drink

in remembrance that he died for you,

and feed on him in your hearts

by faith with thanksgiving.



Most merciful Lord,

your love compels us to come in.

Our hands were unclean,

our hearts were unprepared;

we were not fit

even to eat the crumbs from under your table.
But you, Lord, are the God of our salvation,
and share your bread with sinners.

So cleanse and feed us

with the precious body and blood of your Son,
that he may live in us and we in him;

and that we, with the whole company of Christ,
may sit and eat in your kingdom.

Amen.

The president and people receive communion. All baptised Christians are
welcome to receive the sacrament. Please follow the guidance offered by the
stewards.

If you are not baptised, or would prefer to not receive, then do still come
forward for a blessing bringing this book with you so the president knows your
intention.

The sacrament is available in both kinds, however if you wish to only receive
the bread please do so and then return to your place. Receiving in one kind is
still considered to be full communion by the Church of England. Please do not
dip bread in the wine (sometimes called ‘intincting’).

For those at home it might be helpful to use this prayer during the
distribution.



God for whom we watch and wait,

you sent John the Baptist to prepare the way of your Son:
give us courage to speak the truth,

to hunger for justice,

and to suffer for the cause of right,

with Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Anthem

Sung by the Choir.

The angel Gabriel from heaven came,

his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame:
‘All hail,” said he, ‘thou lowly maiden Mary.
Most highly favoured lady.” Gloria!

‘For known a blesséd Mother thou shalt be;
all generations laud and honour thee:

thy son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold.
Most highly favoured lady.” Gloria!

Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head;
‘To me be as it pleaseth God!’ she said.

‘My soul shall laud and magnify his holy name.’
Most highly favoured lady. Gloria!
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Of her Emmanuel, the Christ, was born,

in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn;

And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say:
Most highly favoured lady. Gloria!

Words: Sabine Baring-Gould (1834-1924)
Music: Basque traditional melody
arranged by Edgar Pettman (1866-1943)

The following communion hymns may be sung during the distribution as time
allows. Please remain seated.

Hark the glad sound, the Saviour comes,
the Saviour promised long:

let ev’ry heart prepare a throne,

and ev’ry voice a song.

He comes, the pris’ners to release
in Satan’s bondage held;

the gates of brass before him burst,
the iron fetters yield.

He comes, the broken heart to bind,
the bleeding soul to cure,

and with the treasures of his grace
enrich the humble poor.
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Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace,
thy welcome shall proclaim;

and heav’n’s eternal arches ring
with thy belovéd name.

Words: Philip Doddridge (1702-1751) based on Luke 4.18-19
Music: Thomas Ravenscroft (c.1582- c.1633), Psalms’ (1621)
Hymn Tune: BRISTOL

Hark, my soul, it is the Lord;

’tis thy Saviour, hear his word;
Jesus speaks, and speaks to thee,
‘Say, poor sinner, lov’st thou me?’

‘l delivered thee when bound,

and, when wounded, healed thy wound;
sought thee wand’ring, set thee right,
turned thy darkness into light.

‘Can a woman'’s tender care
cease towards the child she bare?
Yes, she may forgetful be,

yet will | remember thee.

‘Mine is an unchanging love,
higher than the heights above,
deeper than the depths beneath,
free and fruitful, strong as death.

22



‘Thou shalt see my glory soon,
when the work of grace is done;
partner of my throne shalt be:
say, poor sinner, lov’st thou me?’

Lord, it is my chief complaint
that my love is weak and faint;
yet | love thee, and adore;

O for grace to love thee more!

Words: William Cowper (173 1-1800) based on John 21:16
Music. John Bacchus Dykes (1823-1876)
Hymn Tune: SAINT BEES

The Post Communion Prayer

Please stand as the president introduces a time of silent prayer with the words
‘Let us pray’.

We give you thanks, O Lord,

for these heavenly gifts;

kindle in us the fire of your Spirit
that when your Christ comes again
we may shine as lights before his face;
who is alive and reigns

now and for ever.

Amen.
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Almighty God,

we thank you for feeding us

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.

Send us out

in the power of your Spirit

to live and work

to your praise and glory.

Amen.

A hymn is sung.

Christ is the world’s true light,
its captain of salvation,

the day-star clear and bright
of ev’ry race and nation;

new life, new hope awakes,
where’er we own his sway:
freedom her bondage breaks,
and night is turned to day.

In Christ all races meet,

their ancient feuds forgetting,
the whole round world complete,
from sunrise to its setting:

when Christ is throned as Lord,
all shall forsake their fear,

to ploughshare beat the sword,
to pruning-hook the spear.

24



One Lord, in one great name
unite us all who own thee;

cast out our pride and shame
that hinder to enthrone thee;

the world has waited long,

has travailed long in pain;

to heal its ancient wrong,

come, Prince of Peace, and reign!

Words: George Wallace Briggs (1875-1959)
Music: Johann Criiger (1598-1662)
Hymn Tune: NUN DANKET

The Dismissal

The Blessing

Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you,

scatter the darkness from before your path,

and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory;
and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always.

Amen.

The Dismissal

Our Lord says, ‘I am coming soon.’
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

25



May the Lord, when he comes,
find us watching and waiting.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.
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Our regular services

Sung Eucharist: Every Sunday at 10.00 am

Said Eucharist: Every Wednesday at 10.00 am

Choral Evensong: First Sunday of the month at 6.00 pm
Compline: First Wednesday of the month at 8.30 pm
Sanctuary: Second Thursday of the month at 6.30 pm
Sacred Space: Last Thursday of the month at 6.00 pm

Pilgrims in the Park: Last Saturday of the month at 2.00 pm
at Temple Newsam Park

Daily Prayers: Tuesday to Saturday at 8.30am and 5.30pm

Contact us

If you'd like to get in touch you can call us on 0113 264 5790,
send an email to hello@whitkirkchurch.org.uk, or find more
details on our website at whitkirkchurch.org.uk/contact.

To help us reach net zero carbon emissions by 2030,
St Mary’s uses recycled paper for all its single-use printing.

Please take this order of service home to recycle again.

St Mary’s Church, Whitkirk 390 Selby Road Leeds LS150AA
Registered Charity Number 1130280
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